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Birmingham City Council 

Report to Trusts and Charities Committee
15 December 2025

Title: TRUSTS AND CHARITIES GRANTS 
PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS

Lead Member: Councillor Phil Davis, Chair of Trust and 
Charities Committee

Relevant Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee:
Has this report been shared with the 
relevant Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Chair?

Not applicable 

Not applicable 

Report Author: Ian Harris, Finance Manager 
Council Management
Ian.harris@birmingham.gov.uk 

Authorised by: Shahida Nasim-Bunke, Interim Head of 
Finance 
Council Management
Shahida.Nasim-Bunke 
@birmingham.gov.uk

Is this a Key Decision? 
If this is a Key Decision, is this 
decision listed on the Forward Plan?

No
No

Reason(s) why not included on the 
Forward Plan and confirm who has 
authorised it to be considered:

Not applicable 

Is this a Late Report?
Reason(s) why Late and confirm who 
has authorised it to be considered:

No
Not applicable 

Is this decision eligible for ‘call in?’
If ‘call-in’ has been dis-applied, 
please provide reason(s) and confirm
who has authorised:

Not applicable 
Not applicable 

Wards: Not applicable 
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Does this report contain exempt or confidential 
information?

No  

1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1.1 This report provides details about the grant applications received by Birmingham

Municipal Charity. The purpose of the panel is to determine applications to the
formal Trust and Charities Committee for the 2025/26 financial year and to
consider other related matters. The goal is to support projects that benefit
Birmingham’s residents, covering areas including community development,
economic growth, environmental sustainability, arts and culture and social
welfare. This goal is in alignment with the objects and purposes of the Trust which
are to fund general charitable activities, for the benefit and on behalf of the
citizens of Birmingham.

2 COMMISSIONERS’ REVIEW
2.1 Commissioners have no observations on the report. 

3 RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1 That the Trust and Charities Committee determines whether it supports the

following applications at the formal committee meeting:

The Friends of Billesley Common – Billesley Ward

3.2 It was determined at the TCC meeting held on 22nd September that the
application from The Friends of Billesley Common was to be deferred pending
further clarity regarding the ongoing collection and maintenance of the Bins to be
installed on Yardley Wood Road. This has now been resolved and the installation
and ongoing collection has been confirmed by City Operations officers.

3.3 The table below provides further details and the award amount recommended for
the Charity:

Charity Ward  Value Sought Brief Description  Value Recommended Comments

The 
Friends 
of 
Billesley 
Common Billesley  £             2,895.00 

Litter bins on 
Yardley Wood 
Road service 
road. To reinstate 
litter bins 
(removed by the 
council as a cost 
cutting exercise) 
to alleviate the 
problems of litter.  £                                  2,590.00 

 Quote 
Received 
from City 
Operations 
for the 
supply and 
installation 
of 5 litter 
bins.

TOTAL   £             2,895.00   £                                  2,590.00  
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4 KEY INFORMATION  

Context 
4.1 The Grants Panel is an advisory body comprising 4 Members of the Trusts and

Charities Committee. Its current membership is TCC Chair, Vice Chair and
Councillors Delaney and Barker. Members follow Council declarations of interest
rules. The Panel meetings provide an opportunity for Members to look at the
grants in detail, evaluating their merits and alignment with the Trust’s objectives.
Recommendations in respect of each application are then brought to the formal
committee meeting for Members to consider. The panel also identifies areas
where applications may need further support or clarification.

4.2 The grant applications should have a focus on projects that provide tangible
public benefit and are within the city boundary, with grants up to £10,000
available. Successful applicants receive a funding letter and are required to sign
a funding agreement. A narrative report is required after the grant is used,
confirming the use of funds and details of the public benefit. 

  Proposal and Reasons for Recommendations 
4.3 The Panel meets to consider the grant applications received by the Birmingham

Municipal Charity.

4.4 Grant applications receiving a recommendation are forwarded in full to Trust and
Charities Committee for debate and discussion.

4.5 The application in this report was deferred on 22nd September pending further
information on the ongoing collection and maintenance of the bins. It has now
been confirmed that the maintenance of the bins would be integrated into
established collection schedules and a quote for the supply and installation of the
bins has been provided by the Council. 

Other Options Considered 
4.6 No other options were considered.

5 RISK MANAGEMENT 
5.1 There are no risks for the awarding of the recommended grant in this report as it

has already been assumed in the overall grants to be funded based on the
September TCC report.

6 CONSULTATION 
6.1 There is a duty to consult the Committee after considering the applications. The

applications are brought to the attention of Members during the Trusts and
Charities meeting whereby members can vote and discuss whether they approve
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or reject the recommendations for the application. Consultation has also taken
place with Finance Manager Ian Harris and other Relevant Council Officers in the
production of this report.

7 MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 

  Ward Councillor(s)
7.1 Not applicable

8 IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS 
8.1 Finance and Best Value

8.1.1 The amount of the Grant being sought in this report is £2,590 which is less
than the original application amount of £2,895 and is based on a quote for the
supply and installation of 5 litter bins by the Council.

8.1.2 There are no additional financial implications as a result of awarding the
£2,590 being sought as this was taken into account as part of the
assumptions from the 22nd September report to the TCC.

8.1.3 The next steps are as follows:

 Issue funding letters to successful applicant

 Obtain a signed funding agreement from successful applicant

 Disburse funds to successful applicant

 Monitor compliance with the funding agreement

  Legal 
8.2 The statutory functions discharged by the trustees through the Council as Trustee

and the Trusts & Charities Committee are subject to a separate and distinct
statutory regime underpinned (principally) by the Charities Act 2011, Trustee Act
2000 and relevant Charity Commission guidance. The City Council acts as Sole
Corporate Trustee for the Birmingham Municipal Charity. The Trustee has
powers which may be exercised only in promoting the objects and purposes of
the trust in line with the Charities Act 2011

  Equalities 
8.3 The statutory functions discharged by the trustees through the Council as Trustee

and the Trust and Charities Committee are subject to a separate and distinct
statutory regime underpinned (principally) by the Charities Act 2011, Trustee Act
2000 and relevant Charity Commission guidance. These are non-executive
functions and therefore not subject to the Equalities Act 2010 provisions. 
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Procurement 
8.4 There are no procurement implications arising from this report.

  People Services
8.5 There are no implications arising from this report.

  Climate Change, Nature and Net Zero 
8.6 There are no climate change, nature and net zero carbon implications arising

from the recommendations in this report. 

Corporate Parenting 
8.7 There are no implications or opportunities in relation to the Corporate Parenting

responsibility arising from the recommendations in this report.  

  Other 
8.8 There are no other implications arising from the recommendations in this report.

9 APPENDICES
9.1 Application Form from the Charity

10 BACKGROUND PAPERS
10.1 GRANTS PANEL REPORT of 22nd September 2025

https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/Birmingham/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=FPeYShDsi%2falvjR0tok9KHB0RDvJDQ4M16gBElkGRDQtzrXh6GMc8g%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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