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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
 

LICENSING AND 
PUBLIC PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
11 SEPTEMBER, 2024 
  

   
 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING 

AND PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON TUESDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER, 2024 AT 1030 
HOURS AT THE COUNCIL HOUSE, 
BIRMINGHAM B1 1BB   

   
  PRESENT: -    Councillor Sam Forsyth in the Chair; 
   

 Councillors Maureen Cornish, Barbara Dring, Ray Goodwin, 
Adam Higgs, Ziaul Islam, Saddak Miah. Miranda Perks, Julien 
Pritchard, Sybil Spence and Penny Wagg. 

 
 

  
 The Chair apologised for the delay in the start of the meeting owing to 

technical difficulties.   
 
 NOTICE OF RECORDING/WEBCAST 

  

26 The Chair advised that this meeting would be webcast for live or subsequent 

broadcast via the Council’s  Public-I microsite (please click this link) and that 

members of the press/public could record and take photographs except where 
there were confidential or exempt items. 

 
The business of the meeting and all discussions in relation to individual 
reports are available for public inspection via the web-stream.  

 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
   
27         Members were reminded they must declare all relevant pecuniary and  

        other registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at this  
meeting.  If a disclosable pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not      
participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the 
room unless they have been granted a dispensation.  
 
No declarations of interest were made.   

 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirmingham.public-i.tv%2Fcore%2Fportal%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Edwards%40birmingham.gov.uk%7C1c228845da07475ba0fe08db3b368449%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638168877543866727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8FqjPyARt%2BINMh%2FQZ3H9DMJzXQfmHzO0f0Q5V%2FnOxOo%3D&reserved=0
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   APOLOGIES 
 

28 An apology was received from Councillor Jilly Bermingham, Carmel Corrigan,  
Diane Donaldson and Basharat Mahmood for non-attendance.   

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES   

  

           29          The minutes of the last formal meetings held on 26 June and 24 July, 2024 

having been previously circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chair. 

          __________________________________________________________ 

 

FIRE SAFETY OF HIGH AND MEDIUM RISE BUILDINGS IN THE  

PRIVATE SECTOR 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

See document attached. 

 

Lesley Williams, Senior Service Manager (PRS Enforcement) gave an 

update with progress made on the programme of works being carried out by 

Private Rented Services (PRS) in relation to the remediation of “tall buildings” 
in the borough and gave a summary of the report.  Following inspections in 

May and August 2024 there had been another High Rise Fire.  During the 

discussion and questions from Members the following points were made:- 

 

• Lesley Williams was not sure whether the information was available on a 

District basis, also a lot of the information was classed as confidential.   

 

• There was a website to help residents liaise with their tenants block by 

block.  The work was predominantly focussed on buildings that were 18m 

plus.  

 

• In reply to a query regarding the amount of medium high rises that were in 

scope and the timescales related to the 34 buildings to be finished, each 

high rise was dependent on the findings.  They were working with owners 

to ensure action had been taken against the notice issued.   

 

• The Government was happy with the progress being made with the high 

rises.  Medium rise buildings were an issue due to the number of expected 

buildings in scope.  An application had been made for funding for medium 

rise buildings however this had not been forthcoming in the latest award.  

They were looking at the costs.    
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 30  RESOLVED:- 

 

   That the report be noted. 

   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY CENTRE WASTE ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:-  

 

See document attached. 

  

Paul Pritchard and Mark Croxford presented the report advising the 

Committee of a specific project to tackle alleyways in the City Centre that had 

proven difficult to control.  A list of outcomes following the project were 

outlined in the report.  During the discussion and questions from Members 

the following points were made:- 

 

• It was noted that the geographical area of the City Centre fell in 5 Wards.  

The majority of work had focused on Temple Row, New Street, Colmore 

Row and the John Bright area. The passageways had been a problem 

for about 20 years.  Some Anti Social Behaviour Orders had been used 

and would be rolled out to other areas.  

  

• The Duty of Care Legislation had been effective however it was very 

labour intensive but could be planned prior to allocating resources for a 

period of time.  

 

The Chair on behalf of the Committee, put on record thanks to Officers 

involved in the work carried out and undertook to send a letter of 

appreciation.  

 

31  RESOLVED:- 

 

   That the report be noted. 

   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

PROPERTY LICENSING - REVIEW OF DESIGNATIONS 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:-   

 

See document attached. 
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Simon Williams gave a summary of the report giving the background to both 

the Selective and Additional Licensing Schemes that had now became a 

legal requirement in Birmingham on the 5 June 2023.   Since the launch of 

the schemes the City Council had received over 30 000 Selective Licence 

applications and over 3 000 Additional Licence applications.  Progress to 

date had been encouraging. 

 

During the discussion and questions by Members the following points were 

made:- 

 

• Reference was made to paragraph 4.15 of the report - Homelessness 

Prevention: where residents had been illegally served an eviction notice 

(Section 21) whilst occupying an unlicensed property and concerns were 

raised that the paragraph was not as strong as it could be given the 

challenges.  Simon Williams responded that the legislation was positive 

and would stop no fault evictions. 

 

• The contact number for the PRS team was 0121 675 5430   email -  

PL@Birmingham.gov.uk  They had helped Landlords to fill in forms etc.  

An online process was used. 

 

• They had received 30,000 out of 54,000 applications from unlicensed 

properties.  Landlords had been given plenty of time to apply. Landlords 

that were abroad could have an agent or put a relative in charge.   A 7 day 

warning was issued for non-compliance followed by a notice then a fine. 

 

• The timeline for compliance was asap.  They would apply to the 

Committee and Cabinet to extend the 5 year scheme in year 4.  The 

scheme would be kept under review to determine whether it should 

continue also bearing in mind any changes in legislation. So far the 

scheme had been effective.  

 

• The scheme was self-funding and the budget was ring fenced.  The 

issuing of a fine was not appropriate in all cases.  There was a monthly 

review of resources and they had adequate resources at the moment. 

 

• In addition to rogue Landlords being identified the work would help in 

picking up benefit fraud which could be passed on to be investigated.  

There was a lot of disrepair issues and the scheme would help to improve 

conditions as a conditions check was done separately. 
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   32 RESOLVED:- 

 

That following consultation with the Committee the report be referred to the 

Cabinet Member for Housing for approval to send to the Ministry of Housing, 

Communities and Local Government (MHCLG). 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

NEW PAVEMENT LICENSING POLICY 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

See document attached. 

 

Nick Lowe presented the report informing of the regulations relating to use of 

removable furniture outside of food and drink premises introduced in Part 1 

Business and Planning Act 2020 that had been amended and made 

permanent. These provisions were contained in s.229 of the Levelling Up 

and Regeneration Act 2023. The changes included alteration of application 

timescales, an increase in the fee cap and a new enforcement power. A 

revised policy on these matters had been prepared (along with the 

associated required IT solution), for which the report sought approval.  

During the discussion and questions by Members the following points were 

made:- 

 

• They ensured that sufficient funds were raised from the fee to cover 

the costs.  Every application was assessed and proper conditions 

were attached to the licence.  

  

• Fees were costed on the basis of the cost of the officer’s salary to 

undertake the work.  

 

• A check was made to ensure the application was compliant before the 

licence was issued. 

 

• Assurance was given that disability needs were taken into account.  A 

compliance visit was carried out to look at mobility and disability 

issues prior to a licence being issued.    

 

33 RESOLVED:- 

 

i) That the Licensing and Public Protection Committee  approve the 

revised policy detailed in Appendix 1, including the fees and duration 

of licences granted; and 
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ii) That the Licensing and Public Protection Committee approve that the 

new policy will take affect from 1st October 2024  

___________________________________________________________ 

 

ENFORCEMENT POLICY REVIEW – REGULATION AND  

ENFORCEMENT 

 

The following report of Director of Regulation & Enforcement was submitted:- 

 

See document attached. 

 

Nick Lowe briefly presented the report.  It was 

 

34 RESOLVED:- 

 

That the Licensing and Public Protection Committee:- 

 

i) Approves the Regulation and Enforcement - Enforcement Policy which 

is attached at Appendix A; and  

 

ii) That the Committee authorise the Director of Regulation and 

Enforcement, in conjunction with the Chair to make future minor 

amendments to the Policy such as grammatical corrections and minor 

clarifications should this need arise. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

SENIOR OFFICER ACTIONS UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY – 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

See document attached. 

  

Sajeela Naseer presented the report advising the Committee of actions taken 

by senior licensing officers, under authority delegated by the Licensing & 

Public Protection Committee and advised the Committee of the action taken 

to deal with two matters.   

 

35   RESOLVED:- 

 

   That the report be noted. 

   ___________________________________________________________ 
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PROSECUTIONS AND CAUTIONS – APRIL, MAY, JUNE 2024 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

See document attached. 

 

Sajeela Naseer presented the report summarising the outcome of legal 

proceedings taken by Regulation and Enforcement during the months of 

April, May and June 2024. The report outlined cases heard at Birmingham 

Magistrates’ Court and the amount of costs requested and awarded.  During 

a brief discussion the following points were made:- 

 

• The dumping of freezers was a particular concern. 

 

• There was a process in place for concerns to be reported. This 

allowed for an investigation to be carried out to look for evidence. 

 

• If an individual was linked to an offence they could be prosecuted. 

 

• Successful cases were not always highlighted in the press.  Reference 

was made to a case whereby a group had targeted the small business 

grant scheme for Covid payments and a milestone conviction.  The 

sentencing will take place on 4 November.   

 

it was:- 

 

36  RESOLVED:- 

 

   That the report be noted. 

   ___________________________________________________________ 

 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING  

 

 37  The date and time of the next formal meeting due to take place on 

Wednesday  13 November 2024 at 1030 hours in Committee Rooms 3 & 4 

was noted.   

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

  

38  There was no other urgent business.   
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 ___________________________________________________________ 

      

 The meeting ended at 1242 hours.   

 

 

       …………………………………… 

                      CHAIR 
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