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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF BIRMINGHAM 
CITY COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY, 28 JANUARY 2025 AT 1300 
HOURS IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNCIL HOUSE, 
BIRMINGHAM 

 

PRESENT:- Lord Mayor (Councillor Ken Wood) in the Chair.  
 

Councillors 
 
Chaman Lal                       Saima Ahmed               Deirdre Alden                    
Robert Alden                     Raqeeb Aziz                 David Barker  
David Barrie                      Baber Baz                     Matt Bennett  
Marcus Bernasconi           Bushra Bi                      Kerry Brewer  
Marje Bridle                       Martin Brooks               Mick Brown  
Zaker Choudhry                Debbie Clancy              Liz Clements  
Maureen Cornish              Carmel Corrigan           John Cotton  
Phil Davis                          Diane Donaldson         Barbara Dring  
Jayne Francis                    Ray Goodwin               Rob Grant  
Colin Green                       Roger Harmer              Kath Hartley  
Adam Higgs                      Jon Hunt                       Mumtaz Hussain 
Mahmood Hussain            Shabrana Hussain       Timothy Huxtable 
Mohammed Idrees            Zafar Iqbal                    Katherine Iroh  
Meirion Jenkins                 Jane Jones                   Amar Khan  
Mariam Khan                     Izzy Knowles                Narinder Kaur Kooner 
Bruce Lines                       Mary Locke                   Ewan Mackey  
Majid Mahmood                Rashad Mahmood         Lee Marsham  
Karen McCarthy                Gareth Moore                Yvonne Mosquito 
Richard Parkin                  David Pears                   Miranda Perks  
Rob Pocock                      Julien Pritchard             Hendrina Quinnen 
Esther Rai                         Lauren Rainbow           Darius Sandhu  
Jamie Scott                       Kath Scott                    Shafique Shah  
Rinkal Shergill                   Ron Storer                   Saima Suleman  
Jamie Tennant                  Sharon Thompson       Paul Tilsley  
Clifton Welch                    Alex Yip                        Waseem Zaffar 
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                                                       ************************************ 

NOTICE OF RECORDING 
 

 79 The Lord Mayor advised that the meeting would be webcast for live and 
subsequent broadcasting via the Council’s Public-I website and that members 
of the press/public may record and take photographs except where there were 
confidential or exempt items.  

  

 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 

80 There were no declarations of interest made. 
     

                                         
                                                        

AWARD OF FREEDOM OF THE CITY TO THE MEMBERS OF BLACK 
SABBATH  

 
                   81              A report of the Assistant Director, Governance was submitted:- 

 
(See document No. 1, agenda item 3). 
 
Councillor Sharon Thompson moved the recommendations which were 
seconded from the floor. 
 
Councillor Matt Bennett spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of the 
Conservative Group. 
 
Councillor Roger Harmer spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of 
the Liberal Democrat Group. 
 
Councillor Rob Grant spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of the 
Green Group.  
 
City Council unanimously agreed to the recommendations as outlined in the 
report. 

 
It was therefore- 

 
                  82               RESOLVED:- 
 

                                     That City Council accepted the recommendation from Council Business  
                                     Management Committee that: 

 
1. “In deep appreciation and recognition of their unique and distinguished  

contribution to the field of music and their service to the city, the City Council  
conferred upon the members of Black Sabbath the Freedom of the City”.  
 

2. The Council would consult with the members of Black Sabbath to make 
arrangements for the awarding of the Freedom of City within the next 12 months. 
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POSTHUMOUS AWARD OF THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM MEDAL TO 
BENJAMIN ZEPHANIAH 

 
                   83              A report of the Assistant Director, Governance was submitted:- 

 
(See document No. 2, agenda item 4). 
 
Councillor Sharon Thompson moved the recommendations which were 
seconded from the Floor. 
 
Councillor Darius Sandhu spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of 
the Conservative Group. 
 
Councillor Roger Harmer spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of 
the Liberal Democrat Group. 
 
Councillor Julien Pritchard spoke to support the recommendations on behalf of 
the Green Group.  
 
City Council unanimously agreed to the recommendations as outlined in the 
report. 

 
It was therefore- 

 
                  84               RESOLVED:- 
 

                                     That City Council accepted the recommendation from Council Business  
                                     Management Committee that: 
 

1. “In deep appreciation and recognition of his unique and distinguished contribution  
to the field of literature and for his charitable and community work, the City  
Council posthumously confers upon Benjamim Zephaniah the City of Birmingham  
Medal”. 
 

2. Council would consult with the family of Benjamin Zephaniah to make 
arrangements for the awarding of the medal within the next 12 months. 

 
    The meeting ended at 1340 hours. 
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