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OFFICIAL 

Birmingham City Council  

Schools Forum 

19 June 2025  

 

Title: Consultation Proposals June 2025 

Lead Member: Councillor Mick Brown, Cabinet Member 
for Children, Young People and Families 

Relevant Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee: 

Has this report been shared with the 
relevant Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Chair? 

N/A 

 

N/A  

Report Author: Sue Sehangera, Finance Manager 

Finance and Governance Directorate 

Email 
Sue.Sehangera@birmingham.gov.uk 

Authorised by: Neill Butler, Finance Business Partner 

Finance and Governance Directorate 

Is this a Key Decision?  No 

N/A 

Reason(s) why not included on the 
Forward Plan and confirm who has 
authorised it to be considered: 

N/A 

 

Is this a Late Report? 

Reason(s) why Late and confirm who 
has authorised it to be considered: 

No 

N/A   

Is this decision eligible for ‘call in?’ 

If ‘call-in’ has been dis-applied, 
please provide reason(s) and confirm 
who has authorised: 

No 

N/A  

 

Wards: Refer to Guidance  
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

1.1 This report sets out the local authority consultations with schools between June 

2025 and March 2026. Note, this list is not exhaustive and further consultations 

may be added. 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Schools Forum Members: 

2.1 Note and comment on the contents of this report 

2.2 Set up a budget working group for schools forum members and Local Authority 

officers to agree the schools 5-16 year old funding formula and budgets 2026/27. 

3 KEY INFORMATION   

Context  

3.1 This report sets out the local authority consultations with schools between June 

2025 and March 2026. Note, this list is not exhaustive and further consultations 

may be added. 

   Proposal and Reasons for Recommendations  

3.2 Scheme for Financing Maintained Schools 

Local authorities (LA’s) are required to publish schemes for financing 
maintained schools, setting out the financial relationship between them and 
the schools they maintain. Schemes must include directed revisions made by 
the Department for Education (DfE). 

In making any changes to their schemes, other than directed revisions, LA.s 
must consult all maintained schools in their area and receive the approval of 
the members of their schools forum representing maintained schools. LA’s  
must take this guidance into account when they revise their schemes, in 
consultation with the schools forum.The scheme was last updated in 2017 
and the LA will by consulting with schools on proposed changes in September 
2025 and bring the consultation results back to schools forum in October 
2025.   

 

3.3 Authority Pro Forma Tool – Budget Working Group 

LA’s must engage in open and transparent consultation with all maintained 

schools and academies in their area, as well as with their schools forums, about 

any proposed changes to their local funding formulae, including the principles 

adopted and any transfer of funds between blocks. 

Birmingham funds schools under in line with the National Funding Formula (NFF) 

and budgets are optimised while considering affordability and sustainability. 
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The LA proposes a budget working group consisting of schools forum members 

for each phase of mainstream education from both maintained schools and 

academies.   

Funding models will be presented to the group following the provisional funding 

allocation in September 2025 and the final allocation in January 2026.  The LA 

will work with the working group to agree the most suitable funding options for 

schools budgets for 2026/27. 

3.4 Early Years Single Funding Formula 

LA’s must determine their funding formulae before the beginning of the financial 

year. Where a local authority proposes to make changes to the funding formulae 

it used during the previous financial year that will affect early years providers, it 

must first consult its schools forum, maintained schools, and early years 

providers. LA’s must also seek approval from their schools forum to agree any 

entitlements funding they intend to retain to fund central functions. LA’s are not 

permitted to amend their funding formulae after the financial year has started. 

 

4 IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS  

  Finance and Best Value 

4.1 No Implications 

  Legal  

4.2 No Implications 

  Equalities  

4.3 No Implications 

Procurement  

4.4 No Implications 

  People Services 

4.5 No Implications 

  Climate Change, Nature and Net Zero  

4.6 No Implications 

Corporate Parenting  

4.7 No Implications 
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