
Members are reminded that they must declare all relevant pecuniary and non-
pecuniary interests relating to any items of business to be 

discussed at this meeting 
 

  

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

  

ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 

COMMITTEE  

 

 

TUESDAY, 13 JUNE 2017 AT 11:00 HOURS  

IN ROOM M93, COUNCIL HOUSE, VICTORIA SQUARE, 

BIRMINGHAM, B1 1BB 

 

A G E N D A 

 

 
1 NOTICE OF RECORDING  

 
Chairman to advise meeting to note that members of the press/public may record 
and take photographs except where there are confidential or exempt items. 
 

 

 
2 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE AND CHAIRMAN  

 
To note the resolution of the City Council appointing the Committee, Chairman and 
Members to serve on the Committee for the period ending with the Annual Meeting 
of the City Council in 2018, as follows:- 
  
Labour (8):- 
Councillors Sir Albert Bore, Liz Clements, Phil Davis, Mahmood Hussain, Zafar 
Iqbal (Chairman), Ziaul Islam, Josh Jones and John O'Shea. 
  
Conservative (3):- 
Councillors David Barrie, Timothy Huxtable and Ken Wood. 
  
Liberal Democrat (1):- 
Councillor Zaker Choudhry 
 

 

 
3 ELECTION OF A DEPUTY CHAIRMAN  

 
To elect a Deputy Chairman for the current Municipal Year. 
 

 

 
4 APOLOGIES  

 
    
 

 

 
5 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  

 
Members are reminded that they must declare all relevant pecuniary interests and 
non-pecuniary interests relating to any items of business to be discussed at this 
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meeting. If a pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not speak or take part 
in that agenda item. Any declarations will be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting.  
 

 

5 - 6 
6 TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
To note the terms of reference as set out in the attached schedule. 
 

 

7 - 10 
7 ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT: ACTION NOTES - 27 APRIL 

2017   
 
To confirm the action notes of the meeting held on the 27 April 2017. 
 

 

11 - 66 
8 REQUEST FOR CALL IN: BIRMINGHAM CYCLE REVOLUTION: 

WOODGATE VALLEY GREEN ROUTE FULL BUSINESS CASE - 
PUBLIC  
 
To consider the "Request for Call-in" (the portfolio holder and the Lead Officer 
identified in the report have been summoned to attend the meeting). 
The following documents are attached:- 
(A)     The Executive decision record. 
(B)     The relevant form for the "Request for Call-In" lodged by Councillors John 
Lines and Bruce Lines. 
(C)     The report considered jointly by the Cabinet Members/Chief Officer in 
reaching its decision. 
 

 

 
9 DATES OF MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE  

 
To approve a schedule of dates for the Committee's meetings during 2017/2018. 
(A)     The Chairman proposes that the Committee meets on the following 
Thursdays at 1400 hours in the Council House (unless otherwise stated):- 
  
2017                                            2018 
15 June (Informal Mtg.) 
20 July                                        18 January 
14 September                             15 February 
19 October                                  15 March 
16 November                              26 April 
14 December 
  
(B)     The Committee is also requested to approve Thursdays at 1400 hours as a 
suitable day and time each week for any additional meetings required to consider 
'requests for call in' which may be lodged in respect of Executive decisions.  
  
 

 

 
10 REQUEST(S) FOR CALL IN/COUNCILLOR CALL FOR 

ACTION/PETITIONS RECEIVED (IF ANY)  
 
To consider any request for call in/councillor call for action/petitions (if received).  
 

 

 
11 OTHER URGENT BUSINESS  

 
To consider any items of business by reason of special circumstances (to be 
specified) that in the opinion of the Chairman are matters of urgency. 
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P R I V A T E   A G E N D A 

 
12 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  

 
That in view of the nature of the business to be transacted which includes exempt 
information of the category indicated the public be now excluded from the 
meeting:- 
 
Request for Call In - Birmingham Cycle Revolution: Woodgate Valley Green Route 
Full Business Case - Private - Exempt Paragraph 3  
 

 

 

 
13 REQUEST FOR CALL IN: BIRMINGHAM CYCLE REVOLUTION: 

WOODGATE VALLEY GREEN ROUTE FULL BUSINESS CASE - 
PRIVATE  
 
Item Description 
 

 

 
14 OTHER URGENT BUSINESS (EXEMPT INFORMATION)  

 
To consider any items of business by reason of special circumstances (to be 
specified) that in the opinion of the Chairman are matters of urgency. 
 

 

 
15 AUTHORITY TO CHAIRMAN AND OFFICERS  

 
Chairman to move:- 
 
'In an urgent situation between meetings, the Chair jointly with the relevant Chief 
Officer has authority to act on behalf of the Committee'. 
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1 

 

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
 

ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT O&S COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 

To fulfil the functions of an Overview and Scrutiny Committee as they relate to any policies, 
services and activities relating principally to economic growth and jobs, inward investment, 
promotion of the city, land use planning, transport strategy and highways, skills, libraries, arts, 
culture, sports and museums.   
 
This Committee shall undertake the authority’s statutory functions in relation to the Scrutiny of 
flood risk management (Flood and Water Management Act 2010) 
 
All Councillors, except Cabinet Members (and the Lord Mayor) can be members of an Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee.  Chairs of these committees are appointed by the Full Council and 
Deputy Chairs are elected by each committee at its first meeting, for the purpose of substitution 
for the Chair if absent.  
 
Good Overview and Scrutiny adds value to councils in many ways, for example it: 

•  Provides “critical friend” challenge to executive policy-makers and decision-makers; 

•  Enables the voice and concerns of the public and its communities to be heard; 

•  Is carried out by ‘independent minded members’ who lead and own the scrutiny process; 

•  Drives improvement in public services. 
 
7.1  General role 
 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees will: 
 
(a) make reports and/or recommendations to the full Council, the Executive and / or other 

organisations in connection with the discharge of the functions specified in their terms of 
reference; 

 
(b) consider any matter covered in their terms of reference that may affect or be likely to have 

an effect on the citizens of Birmingham; and 
 
I. is relevant to the Council’s strategic objectives; and /or 

 
II. is relevant to major issues faced by officers in managing a function of the Council; 

and  
 

III. is likely to make a contribution to moving the Council forward and achieving key 
performance targets. 

 
(c)  exercise the “request for call-in” and “call-in” any Executive decisions made but not yet 

implemented by the Executive. 
 
Overview and Scrutiny Chairs should maintain regular engagement with Cabinet Members to 
enable flexibility to be built into the Overview and Scrutiny work programme, so as to respond to 
the Council’s policy priorities in a timely way. 
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7.2 Specific functions 
 
(a) Policy development and review 

 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees may: 
 

(i) assist the Council and / or the Executive in the development of its budget and Policy 
Framework by appropriate analysis of policy and budget issues; 

(ii) conduct appropriate research, community and other consultation in the analysis of 
policy and budget issues and possible options; 

(iii) consider and implement mechanisms to encourage and enhance community 
participation in the development of policy options; 

(iv) question Members of the Executive and/or Chief Officers about their views on issues 
and proposals affecting their areas of responsibility; and 

(v)  liaise with other external organisations operating in the city, whether national, regional 
or local to ensure that the interests of local people are enhanced by collaborative 
working. 

 
(b) Scrutiny 

 
Overview and Scrutiny Committees may: 
 

(i)  review and scrutinise the Executive decisions made by and performance of the 
Executive and/or Chief Officers in relation to decisions taken by them or in relation to 
their areas of responsibility/department; 

(ii)  review and scrutinise the performance of the council in relation to its policy objectives, 
performance targets and / or particular service areas – including the areas of 
responsibility of the Regulatory and Non-Executive Committees, but not the actual 
decisions of the Regulatory and Non-Executive Committees; 

(iii) make recommendations to the Executive, Chairmen of Committees, Chief Officers 
and/or Council arising from the outcome of the scrutiny process; 

(iv)  review and scrutinise the performance of other relevant public bodies in Birmingham 
(including Health Authorities) and to invite reports from them by requesting them to 
address the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and local people about their activities 
and performance; 

(v)  question and gather evidence from any person (with their consent). 
 
(vi)  establish short life working groups to carry out specific time limited enquiries as agreed 

with the five Overview and Scrutiny Committee Chairs and subject to available 
resources. 
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 BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT O&S COMMITTEE 

1400 hours on 27
th

 April 2017, Committee Room 1 – Actions 

 

 

Present:   

Councillor Zafar Iqbal (Chair) 

Councillors David Barrie, Zaker Choudhry, Phil Davis, Diane Donaldson, Ziaul Islam, Eva 

Phillips, Timothy Huxtable and Ken Wood. 

Also Present:  

Shilpi Akbar, Assistant Director, Employment 

Ashley Innis, Major Projects Manager 

Sandeep Shingadia, Head of Programme Development, Transport for West Midlands 

(TfWM) 

Baseema Begum, Research & Policy Officer, Scrutiny Office 

Rose Kiely, Overview & Scrutiny Manager, Scrutiny Office 

 

  

1. NOTICE OF RECORDING 

The Chairman advised that this meeting would be webcast for live or subsequent 

broadcast via the Council’s Internet site (which could be accessed at 

“www.birminghamnewsroom.com”) and members of the press/public may record and 

take photographs. 

The whole of the meeting would be filmed except where there were confidential or 

exempt items. 

 

2. APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received from Councillors John O’Shea.  

 

3. ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT: ACTION NOTES 16
TH

 MARCH 2017/ISSUES 

ARISING 

The Chair, Cllr Iqbal confirmed that: 
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1. Following Cllrs Wood and Huxtable request if it was possible for Amey 

representatives to attend future meetings with Members to answer queries on 

Highways issues. This will be added to the future work programme.  

2. The Draft Corporate Apprenticeship Strategy referred to by Cllr O’Reilly at the 

last meeting has been added to the Committee’s future work programme as an 

item to look at. 

3. The East Birmingham & Solihull Regeneration Strategy will be undergoing 

further work and an update will be presented to Members in the Autumn. 

Officers will update the work programme accordingly. 

4. Cllr Huxtable made reference to the tree pruning schedule and was informed 

that this would be dealt with as part of the private meeting on the Highways 

PFI contract following this meeting. 

5. Cllrs Huxtable and Choudhry sought clarity on the funding made available for 

the prevention of damage to grass verges. Cllr Iqbal noted that the Cabinet 

Member for Transport & Roads, Cllr Stacey was currently off ill but would seek 

to ask the Cabinet Member to attend a future meeting to give further 

information. 

6. Cllr Huxtable made reference to the Committee looking at the biodiversity and 

protecting natural wildlife along grass verges in residential areas as part of a 

Green Corridor Policy. 

  

4. QUARTERLY KEY PERFORMANCE INDIACTOR REPORT ON SKILLS PROGRAMMES 

Shilpi Akbar outlined the key points from her report with reference to the Birmingham 

Youth promise. During discussion with Members it was highlighted that: 

• The way that information is presented in terms of KPI’s may need to change in 

line with policy changes nationally and the way that the Council’s collects that 

data (i.e. annually). 

• Important that Committee has the right mix of information to undertake their 

scrutiny role 

• Youth Promise programme is aimed at preventing young people dropping off 

the radar and out of the system and not becoming NEET’s (not in Education, 

Employment or Training). The aim is to avoid people becoming economically 

and socially excluded. 

• With regards to apprenticeships – number of live are about 200-400. This is a 

low number however that is a positive as it means that opportunities are 

being filled as they become available. There is a lag in data and changes in 

systems that support in data. This has been dependent on national changes re: 

apprenticeship levy. 

• It is important to get the visibility of employment opportunities to young 

people much earlier. The key is at looking at levers that can help connecting 

businesses to young people. This will impact statistics. 

• In addition the Council’s Economy directorate is looking at it can better join up 

activities on economic development and growth that directly links 

opportunities to communities.  
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• Integrating of all modes of travel and to make better the connectivity is vital 

to enable residents to access job and training opportunities. 

 

 RESOLVED:- 

 In response to Cllr Islam’s request for data on unemployment in all wards if possible. 

 Shilpi Akbar confirmed that this data was available on the City Council’s website and 

 she would circulate the April Quarterly briefing on unemployment on wards and 

 constituencies. 

 Shilpi Akbar agreed to provide further information with regard to the contract 

 overview and objectives for Youth Promise Plus. 

  

5. HS2 BENEFITS REALISATION 

Ashley Innis and Sandeep Shingadia talked through the key points as included in their 

presentation. During discussion the following points were made: 

• With reference to the wider connectivity map included in the papers the 

Sutton Park Line this is not shown (reference was also made to other lines and 

connecting points). What is thinking on this in terms connectivity seeing that it 

is reference in the Birmingham Connected White Paper, 2014? 

• Sandeep Shingadia stated that the map shows the HS2 Connectivity Package 

funded schemes only. TfWM (on behalf of the WMCA and working with 

partners including local authorities) are looking at how this connectivity 

package will interact with the wider 10 year delivery plan that will be out to 

consultation shortly and wider improvements across the public transport 

network. 

• More work needs to be done to highlight the arrival of HS2 to especially 

highlight all the opportunities that come with the arrival of high speed rail so 

that local residents can benefit through the the jobs and training that will be 

on offer.  

• There seems to be a lack of connectivity between the high speed rail college 

and the HS2 station/Moor Street. Are there any plans to improve connectivity 

here as the college?  

 RESOLVED:- 

Ashley Innis to provide Cllr Islam with further information on how much the 

Birmingham can get from £104k for the WMCA area for creating new jobs.  

 Sandeep Shingadia to provide Cllr Barrie with further details on the Sprint and 

 Connectivity Package to Sutton Coldfield. 

 Shilpi Akbar offered to arrange a visit to the new College for High Speed Rail if 

 Members would like this. 
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6. WORK PROGRAMME FOR THE ECONOMY, SKILLS AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 2016-17 

RESOLVED:- 

That the work programme be noted. 

 

7. REQUEST(S) FOR CALL IN/COUNCILLOR CALL FOR ACTION/PETITIONS 

None. 

 

8. OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

Councillor Huxtable thanked Councillor Iqbal for his Chairing of the Committee on 

behalf of the Conservative Group. 

 

9. AUTHORITY TO CHAIRMAN AND OFFICERS 

RESOLVED:- 

That in an urgent situation between meetings the Chair, jointly with the relevant Chief 

Officer, has authority to act on behalf of the Committee. 

Agreed. 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

The meeting ended at 1535 hours. 
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Decision Subject To Call In 

Public - BCR Woodgate Valley Green Route FBC 

003740/2017 

Mon 22 May 2017 

To seek approval to the Full Business Case (FBC) for the Woodgate Valley 
Green Route scheme as part of the Birmingham Cycle Revolution (BCR) 
Phase 3 programme, including a new toucan crossing on B4121 West 
Boulevard. 

Transport and Roads 

No 

Joint Cabinet Member and Chief Officer 

Details 

Decision 

Status: 

Title: 

Reference: 

Details: 

Implementation Date (not 
before Meeting Date): 

Purpose: 

Key Portfolio: 

Include Item on Forward 
Plan / Key Decision: 

Decision Maker: 

Contact for Background 
Papers: 

Reason for Key Decision: 

Page 1 of 3Decision Details: Public - BCR Woodgate Valley Green Route FBC

30/05/2017https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_Deci...
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No 

No 

On Monday 22 May 2017 the Cabinet Member for Transport and Roads and 
the Cabinet Member for Value for Money and Efficiency, jointly with the 
Corporate Director of Economy noted the contents of the report. NOTE: 
CALL IN ENDS THURSDAY 25 MAY 2017 AT 1600 HOURS. A request for 
'call in' was received at 1500 hours on the 25 May 2017, from Councillors 
John Lines and Bruce Lines. No action can be taken to implement the above 
decision until the request for call in has been considered by the Economy, 
Skills and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 

Reg 10 

Reg 11 

Miscellaneous 

Decision Criteria 

This Decision does not contain any decision criteria records. 

Wards 

Bartley Green; Quinton 

Topics 

This Decision does not contain any Topic records 

Overview and Scrutiny 

Economy, Skills and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Urgent Decision - Not in 
Forward Plan: 

Is Private: 

Decision Conclusion: 

Page 2 of 3Decision Details: Public - BCR Woodgate Valley Green Route FBC

30/05/2017https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_Deci...
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Page 3 of 3Decision Details: Public - BCR Woodgate Valley Green Route FBC

30/05/2017https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_Deci...
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