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2.1

COMMISSIONERS’ REVIEW

Commissioners do not provide comments in relation to the City Council Motions
reports.

RECOMMENDATIONS
That City Council:

Considers the following Motions of which notice has been given in accordance
with Council Procedure Rules (section B4.4 G of the Constitution).

NOTICES OF MOTION

A. Councillors Jamie Tennant and Rinkal Shergill have given notice of
the following Notice of Motion:-

This Council notes that:

Sikhs and Jews have been legally recognised as ethnic groups for over 40
years since the Mandla v Dowell-Lee case in 1983, and this was reaffirmed
in the Equality Act 2010.

Sikhs and Jews can be considered both ethnic and religious groups under
the Equality Act 2010. Despite this, ethnicity data on Jews and Sikhs is not
routinely collected by public bodies, and The Race Disparity Audit found that
of 340 data sets held across government, none included data on Sikhs.

The government advises public bodies to primarily use the existing ethnic
categories modelled on the Census to deliver public services, not the
religion category. The collection of ethnicity data is therefore crucial for
equalities, but Jews and Sikhs are not included as specific options in
ethnicity questions recommended by the government.

The routine collection of ethnicity data on Jews and Sikhs by public bodies is
crucial to delivering on their statutory Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED).

Birmingham City Council’s current standardised demographics questionnaire
does not include specific ‘Sikh’ and ‘Jewish’ categories as options for a
person’s ethnic group.

This Council believes that:;

Birmingham’s estimated 2,000-strong Jewish community and over 30,000
Sikh residents make an enormous contribution to the culture, diversity and
prosperity of our city, and should be supported to identify as they choose
with specific ‘Jewish’ and ‘Sikh’ ethnic group categories as options for a
person’s ethnic group.

More comprehensive data collection on Jewish and Sikh residents will allow
us to more effectively meet our Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED), better
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understand the communities we serve, tackle inequalities and discrimination,
promote equality, equitably deliver public services and allocate resources
fairly.

This Council resolves to:

¢ Routinely include specific ‘Jewish’ and ‘Sikh’ categories as options for a
person’s ethnic group wherever we collect data about ethnicity, and to
update our standardised demographics questionnaire to reflect this and
encourage our partners across the city to also make these changes.

e Write to the city’s MPs and the Equalities Minister to support the ‘Public
Body Ethnicity Data (Inclusion of Jewish and Sikh Categories)’ Bill as it
progresses through Parliament.

B. Councillors Robert Alden and Alex Yip have given notice of the
following Notice of Motion:-

The Council does not believe that the limited scope of inquiries into
grooming gangs undertaken and planned so far are sufficient to help
secure justice for the tens of thousands of young girls who have suffered
or to identify adequate measures to protect children from such atrocities
continuing into the future.

This council notes the government have said that they will proceed with
implementing the recommendations of the Jay Report. Council believes
this is an important step but not sufficient by itself to understand and
address the scale of the problems.

Council call upon the Government to initiate a full national public inquiry
that investigates child sexual exploitation by grooming gangs both
historic and current in the West Midlands and across the whole of the
country to ensure appropriate lessons can be picked up and applied
locally and nationally.

IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS

Finance and Best Value
There are none arising from this report.

Legal
There are none arising from this report.

Equalities
There are none arising from this report.
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

Procurement
There are none arising from this report.

People Services
There are none arising from this report.

Climate Change, Nature and Net Zero
There are none arising from this report.

Corporate Parenting
There are none arising from this report.

Other
There are none arising from this report.

APPENDICES
None.

BACKGROUND PAPERS
None.
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