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A ban on Chinese lanterns will cover parts of the Black Country and Staffordshire as councils 

look to crack down on devastating fires caused by the controversial contraptions. 

The paper devices, which use the heat of a small flame to take off into the night's sky, caused £6 million of 

damage at Smethwick's Jayplas recycling plant in 2013 - one of the biggest fires to hit the West Midlands. 

They have become hugely popular over recent years, particularly at weddings, new years celebrations, vigils 

and other public and private events. 

Staffordshire Country Council has already taken the move to ban the paper-framed lanterns on council 

property. A special clause will now be inserted into all leases and licences preventing the use of the lanterns. 

h tips: //www.expres sand star.com/news/2015/01 /13/ban-for-sky-la n terns-in-black -country-a nd-s ta fiord shire/ 1/13 

APPENDIX 5


















































































































