Co-ordinating Overview and Scrutiny Committee

To plan and co-ordinate the work of all the Overview & Scrutiny Committees. To fulfil
the functions of an Overview and Scrutiny Committee as they relate to any policies,
services and activities concerning governance (including transparency, regional
working and partnerships): citizens (including communications and public
engagement); performance; customer services; social cohesion; equalities and
emergency planning.

These functions include:

a) giving such guidance to the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in any cases of
uncertainty, as to work which they should or should not be undertaking, as may
be necessary to achieve such co-ordination, including the allocation of “call-in” to
the appropriate Committee;

b) determining, in any cases of uncertainty, the allocation of responsibility for
specific tasks between the Overview and Scrutiny Committees;

c) ensuring (by means, for example, of issuing appropriate guidance and/or
instructions) that the Overview & Scrutiny Committees pay proper attention in
their work to the consideration of key cross cutting issues, in particular equalities,
transparency and improvement;

d) publishing each year an Annual Programme of major scrutiny inquiries as
suggested by individual Overview and Scrutiny Committees following
consideration of the Council Plan and priorities;

e) agreeing the establishment of any task & finish groups; and

f) considering overview and scrutiny development, working practices and
constitutional arrangements.

Membership of the Co-ordinating Overview and Scrutiny Committee will consist of
12 members: the chair of the committee and the seven other Overview and Scrutiny
Committee chairs along with four places for opposition group members to ensure
proportionality.
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