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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL HELD 
ON TUESDAY, 28 JANUARY 2025 AT 1400 HOURS IN THE COUNCIL 
CHAMBER, COUNCIL HOUSE, BIRMINGHAM 

 

PRESENT:- Lord Mayor (Councillor Ken Wood) in the Chair.  
 

Councillors 
 
 

Akhlaq Ahmed                   Saima Ahmed                 Deirdre Alden 
Robert Alden                     Raqeeb Aziz                    David Barker  
David Barrie                      Baber Baz                       Matt Bennett  
Marcus Bernasconi           Sir Albert Bore                 Kerry Brewer  
Marje Bridle                       Martin Brooks                  Mick Brown  
Zaker Choudhry                 Liz Clements                   Maureen Cornish  
Carmel Corrigan                John Cotton                     Phil Davis  
Diane Donaldson               Barbara Dring                  Jayne Francis  
Ray Goodwin                     Rob Grant                        Colin Green  
Fred Grindrod                    Roger Harmer                  Deborah Harries  
Kath Hartley                       Adam Higgs                     Des Hughes  
Jon Hunt                            Mumtaz Hussain              Mahmood Hussain 
Shabrana Hussain             Timothy Huxtable             Mohammed Idrees  
Zafar Iqbal                          Katherine Iroh                  Morriam Jan  
Meirion Jenkins                  Jane Jones                      Amar Khan  
Mariam Khan                      Saqib Khan                      Izzy Knowles  
Narinder Kaur Kooner        Chaman Lal                      Bruce Lines  
Mary Locke                         Ewan Mackey                  Majid Mahmood  
Rashad Mahmood              Lee Marsham                   Karen McCarthy  
Saddak Miah                      Gareth Moore                   Simon Morrall  
Yvonne Mosquito               David Pears                      Miranda Perks  
Rob Pocock                       Julien Pritchard                 Esther Rai  
Darius Sandhu                  Jamie Scott                        Kath Scott  
Shafique Shah                   Rinkal Shergill                   Saima Suleman  
Jamie Tennant                   Sharon Thompson            Paul Tilsley  
Clifton Welch                     Alex Yip                             Waseem Zaffar  
Chaman Lal 
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                                                     ************************************ 

NOTICE OF RECORDING 
 

 85 The Lord Mayor advised that the meeting would be webcast for live and 
subsequent broadcasting via the Council’s Public-I website and that members 
of the press/public may record and take photographs except where there were 
confidential or exempt items. 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 

86 The Lord Mayor reminded Members that they must declare all relevant 
pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests relating to any items of business to be 
discussed at the meeting. 

 
 The Lord Mayor further reminded Members to consider if they needed to 

declare any interests in relation to Motion 12A (exempt accommodation). 
 
 Councillor Waseem Zaffar declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a property which was let to a family member. 
 
 Councillor John Cotton declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 12A. 

The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Narinder Kaur Kooner declared a pecuniary interest in relation to 

Motion 12A. The interest related to work undertaken by her which was related 
to exempt accommodation and HMOs (houses in multiple occupation).  

 
 Councillor Mumtaz Hussain declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Baber Baz declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 12A. 

The interest related private rental properties. 
 
 Councillor Yvonne Mosquito declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Shafique Shah declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to private rental properties. 
 
 Councillor Mohammed Idrees declared a pecuniary interest in relation to 

Motion 12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Alex Yip declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 12A. 

The interest was outlined on his register of interests. 
 
 Councillor Ewan Mackey declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest was outlined on his register of interests. 
 
 Councillor Saima Suleman declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. 
 
 Councillor Amar Khan declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 12A. 
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The interest related to private rental properties. 
 
 Councillor Rashad Mahmood declared a pecuniary interest in relation to 

Motion 12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Zaker Choudhry declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Rinkal Shergill declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to private rental properties. 
  
 Councillor Shabrana Hussain declared a pecuniary interest in relation to 

Motion 12A. The interest was outlined on her register of interests. 
 
 Councillor Diane Donaldson declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Zafar Iqbal declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 12A. 

The interest related to a private rental property. 
 
 Councillor Deborah Harries declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Motion 

12A. The interest related to a private rental property. 
  

 
                                                         

MINUTES 
 
87  It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and – 

 
  RESOLVED: 

 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 3 December 2024 be taken as read and 
confirmed and signed. 

 

LORD MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 1. Death of Former Councillor and Honorary Alderman David Luscombe 

 
88 The Lord Mayor indicated that his first announcement related to the death of 

former Councillor and Honorary Alderman David Luscombe who passed away on 
3 November 2024. 
 
David served as a Councillor for Rotten Park Ward from 1979 to 1982, Ladywood 
Ward 1982 to 1986; and Yardley Ward 1987 to 1990 and 1991 to 2003. 
 
During his time on the Council, David served on numerous Committees and 
outside bodies. He was Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group from 1987 to 1998 
and became an Honorary Alderman on 20th May 2003. 
 
He left behind his son, Ian and brother, Robin. 
 
Council joined the Lord Mayor in extending to Ian and Robert, and all of David’s 
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friends and family their deepest condolences. 
 

 It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and:- 

                     RESOLVED:- 

                   That the Council placed on record its sorrow at the death of former Councillor and 
Honorary Alderman David Luscombe and its appreciation of his devoted service 
to the residents of Birmingham.   

 
 The Council extended its deepest sympathy to David’s family in their sad 

bereavement 
 

Members and officers stood for a minute’s silence, following which tributes were 
made by Councillors Paul Tilsley, Sir Albert Bore and Ewan Mackey. 

  

 2. Death of Former Councillor, Honorary Alderman, and Lord Mayor John 
Edward Cambray Alden 

 
89  The Lord Mayor indicated that his second announcement related to the death of 

former Councillor, Honorary Alderman, and Lord Mayor John Edward Cambray 
Alden, who passed away on 6 January.   

 
 John was the beloved husband of Councillor Deirdre Alden and father of 

Councillor Robert Alden, who were in the Chamber today. 
 
 John served as a Councillor for Harborne Ward from 1983 to 2012 and from 

2014 to 2018, during which time he served on numerous committees and outside 
bodies and was Cabinet Member for Leisure, Sport, and Culture 2004 – 2006.  
He became an Honorary Alderman on 22 May 2012. 

 
 John was Deputy Leader of the Conservative Group from 1996 to 2000, with a 

period as Leader of the Conservative Group during 1997; and was Lord Mayor of 
Birmingham 2003 – 2004 and Deputy Lord Mayor 2004 – 2005. 

 
 As well as his wife Dierdre and son Robert, John also left behind his son 

Thomas, daughter-in-laws Louise and Helen, and 5 grandchildren. 
 
 Council joined the Lord Mayor in extending to Deirdre, Robert and Thomas, and 

all of John’s family and friends their deepest condolences. 
 

 It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and:- 

                     RESOLVED:- 

                   That the Council placed on record its sorrow at the death of former Councillor, 
Honorary Alderman, and Lord Mayor of Birmingham John Edward Cambray 
Alden; and its appreciation of his devoted service to the residents of Birmingham.   

 
The Council extended its deepest sympathy to John’s family in their sad 
bereavement. 
 
Members and officers stood for a minute’s silence, following which tributes were 
made by Councillors Robert Alden, John Cotton and Roger Harmer. 
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  3. King’s New Year’s Honours 

 
90  The Lord Mayor indicated that his third and final announcement related to 

congratulating those mentioned in The King’s Birthday Honours list this year, for 
services to Birmingham or who live in Birmingham. 

 
 Awarded a Knighthood: 
  
 • Dr Andrew John Street CBE 
 
 An OBE: 
 
 • Professor Yaojun Li 
 
 An MBE: 
 
 • Professor Vladlena Benson 
 
 • Mrs Esther Mary Brittan 
 
 • Mr Marimouttou Coumarassamy 
 
 • Mr Peter Cecil How 
 
 • Mrs Jacynth Althea Ivey 
 
 • Mr Michael Andrew Oakes 
 
 And the British Empire Medal: 
 
 • Mirza Khudadad Ahmed 

 
 It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and:- 

                     RESOLVED:- 

                   That the Council joined the Lord Mayor in congratulating all of the above 
individuals on their marvelous achievements. 

 
 

PETITIONS 
 

Petitions Relating to City Council Functions Presented at the Meeting 
 

91  The following petitions were presented:-  

(See document No. 1, ‘Additional Meeting Documents’) 

In accordance with the proposals by the Members presenting the petitions, it was 
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moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and:- 
 

 RESOLVED:- 
 

That the petitions were received and referred to the relevant Chief Officer(s). 

 

 

PETITIONS UPDATE 
 

92  A Petitions Update had been made available electronically:-  

(See document No. 2, ‘Additional Meeting Documents’) 

It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and   

                                    RESOLVED:- 

That the Petitions Update be noted and those petitions for which a 
satisfactory response has been received, be discharged. 

 

 

QUESTION TIME 
 

  93 The Council proceeded to consider Oral Questions in accordance with 
Council Rules of Procedure (B4.4 F of the Constitution). 

 
Details of the questions asked are available for public inspection via the 
webcast. 

 
 

 
UPDATE ON PROPORTIONALITY CALCULATIONS  

 
 

94            A report of the Head of Scrutiny and Committee Services was submitted:- 
 
(See document No. 3, agenda item 7A)  
 
Councillor John Cotton moved the recommendations which were seconded 
from the floor. 

 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor John Cotton to sum up. 

 
  
 RESOLVED:- 
 
1. That City Council noted the updated political balance of the Council, set out 

in sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the report.  
  
2. That City Council agreed to Option B being used to calculate political 

proportionality following changes to the political groupings of the Council.  
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3.  That City agreed to update the allocations of  seats on relevant 
committees, in line with the approach laid out as part of Option B (see 
sections 4.13 and 4.14). 

 

 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE COUNCIL 

 
 

95             The Lord Mayor invited Groups to address the Council to advise of any 
changes to appointments. 

Councillor Katherine Iroh and Gareth Moore addressed the Council to request 
changes to appointments. 

 
  
 RESOLVED:- 

 
1. That City Council noted that the Labour Group would be giving up a seat on the 

Planning Committee to Independent Member, Councillor Martin Brooks (as per the 
Council decision made as part of the Proportionality Calculations agenda item). 
 

2. Councillor Akhlaq Ahmed was removed by the Labour Group from the Planning 
Committee 

 
3. Councillor Lee Marsham was appointed to the Planning Committee by the Labour 

Group and was also appointed as Chair of the Planning Committee. 
 

4. That City Council noted that the Conservative Group would be giving up a seat on 
the Economy, Skills and Culture Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Councillor 
Simon Morrall) to the Liberal Democrat Group. 
 

 
 
APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, FINANCE (s151)   
 

96            A report of the Executive Director, HR, OD and  
Payroll was submitted:- 
 
(See document No. 4, agenda item 7B)  
 
Councillor John Cotton moved the recommendations which were seconded 
from the floor. 
 
A debate ensued. 
 
Councillor Meirion Jenkins spoke during the debate. 
 
City Council noted that the salary offered to the appointed candidate would be 
circulated to Members outside of this meeting. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor John Cotton to sum up. 
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 RESOLVED:- 
 
1, That City Council approved the recommendation made by the Employment 
Committee held on 16 
December 2024 to appoint Carol Culley into the position of Executive Director, 
Finance (s151). The s151 designation would transfer to Carol Culley upon the 
commencement of their role. Until then, it would remain with the current 
interim, Fiona Greenway. 

 
 
UPDATE FROM THE LEADER ON CABINET PORTFOLIOS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES   
 

97           Councillor John Cotton addressed Council to advise that Councillor Mariam 
Khan had returned from maternity leave and had reassumed her position as 
Cabinet Member for Health and Social Care. 

 
 Councillor John Cotton wished to place on record his thanks to Councillors 

Rob Pocock, Nicky Brennan and Saima Suleman for taking on additional 
Cabinet responsibilities during Councillor Mariam Khan’s maternity leave. 
 
RESOLVED:- 
 
1. That City Council noted the update provided by Councillor John Cotton 

 

 
 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE COUNCIL’S PROCUREMENT AND CONTRACT 
GOVERNANCE RULES  
 

98            A report of the Head of Procurement (People Category) was submitted:- 
 
(See document No. 5, agenda item 8)  
 
Councillor Karen McCarthy moved the recommendations which were 
seconded from the floor. 
 
There was one amendment to be debated with the report.  
 
Councillor Meirion Jenkins moved the amendment which was seconded by 
Councillor Alex Yip 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor Karen McCarthy   to sum up. 
 
The amendment proposed by Councillor Meirion Jenkins and seconded by 
Councillor Alex Yip was put to the vote and by a show of hands was declared 
to be lost. 

 
 RESOLVED:- 
 
1, That City Council approved the proposed changes to the Council’s 
Constitution as set out in Appendix 1 to take effect from the 24 February 2025 
or such other date as agreed by the Monitoring Officer. 
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LEAD MEMBER REPORT: WEST MIDLANDS FIRE AND RESCUE 
AUTHORITY  

 
 
99  A report from the West Midlands Fire and Rescue Authority was submitted:- 

 
(See document No. 6, agenda item 9) 
 
Council noted that ordinarily, the Lead Fire and Rescue Authority Member, 
Councillor Basharat Mahmood would present the report.  
 
Unfortunately, he could not be present and so the recommendation would be 
moved by Councillor Hendrina Quinnen who was an appointed Member to the 
Fire and Rescue Authority. 
 
Councillor Hendrina Quinnen moved the recommendation which was 
seconded by Councillor David Barrie. 
 
There was one amendment to be debated with the report.  
 
Councillor Gareth Moore moved the amendment which was seconded by 
Councillor Matt Bennett. 
 
A debate ensured.  
 
Councillors Mary Locke and Paul Tilsley spoke during the debate. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor Hendrina Quinnen   to sum up. 
 
The amendment proposed by Councillor Gareth Moore and seconded by 
Councillor Matt Bennett was put to the vote and by a show of hands was 
declared to be carried. 
 
Council then voted on the report as amended and by a show of hands was 
declared to be carried.  

 
 RESOLVED:- 
 
1, That City Council noted the report. 
 
2. City Council further agreed that the following be added to the end of the 

report: 
 

That City Council Notes the very serious governance failings at West 
Midlands Fire Service highlighted by the press, that have resulted in the 
Home Office commissioning a Best Value Inspection of Governance.  
 
Notes that at Full Council in November, it was requested that the January 
2025 update reports fully on the governance issues that have been raised 
with the Fire Service and what specifically colleagues on the Fire Authority 
were doing to address this on behalf of constituent councils and their 
residents. This request was agreed at the meeting.  
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Council is concerned that this report contains insufficient information to 
satisfy members these issues are being adequately addressed whilst the 
outcome of the inspection is awaited. 
 
Council therefore calls on the Lead Member, and the Council Business 
Management Committee to ensure that when the Best Value Inspection 
Report is published, it is brought back to Full Council for debate. 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 100   It was moved by the Lord Mayor, seconded and- 

 RESOLVED:- 

That the Council be adjourned until 1715 hours on this day.  

The Council then adjourned at 1645 hours. 

  101            At 1715 hours the Council resumed at the point where the meeting had been 
adjourned. 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BIRMINGHAM INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION 
PANEL 2024-25  
 

                  102 A report of the Assistant Director Legal and Governance and Deputy 
Monitoring Officer was submitted:- 
 
(See document No. 7, agenda item 10)  
 
Councillor John Cotton moved the recommendations which were seconded 
from the floor. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited the Chair of the Independent Remuneration Panel, 
Rose Poulter to address the Council. 
 
A debate ensued. 
 
Councillors Robert Alden, Julien Pritchard, Roger Harmer and Rob Pocock 
spoke during the debate. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor John Cotton to sum up. 
 

 RESOLVED:- 
 
1. City Council agreed the recommendations made by the Independent 

Remuneration Panel on page 2 of its Annual Report. 
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DECISIONS NOT ON THE FORWARD PLAN AND THOSE AUTHORISED FOR 
IMMEDIATE IMPLEMENTATION  
 

                103 A report of the Head of Scrutiny and Committee  Services was submitted:- 
 
(See document No. 8, agenda item 11)  
 
Councillor John Cotton moved the recommendation which was seconded from 
the floor. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor John Cotton to sum up. 
 

 RESOLVED:- 
 

1. That the Council noted the report. 
 
 

MOTIONS FOR DEBATE FROM INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
 

The Council proceeded to consider the Motions of which notice had been given 
in accordance with Council Rules of Procedure (B4.4 G of the Constitution). 
 

A. Councillors Roger Harmer and Baber Baz had given notice of the 
following Notice of Motion:- 
 
(See document No. 9, agenda item 12) 

 
Councillor Roger Harmer moved the Motion which was seconded by Councillor 
Baber Baz.  

 
In accordance with Council Rules of Procedure, Councillors Jayne Francis and 
Jamie Scott gave notice of the following amendment to the Motion:- 

 
(See document No. 10, ‘Amendments – City Council’) 

 
Councillor Jayne Francis moved the amendment which was seconded by 
Councillor Jamie Scott.  
 
In accordance with Council Rules of Procedure, Councillors Robert Alden and 
Bruce Lines gave notice of the following amendment to the Motion:- 
 
(See document No. 11, ‘Amendments – City Council’) 
 
Councillor Robert Alden moved the amendment which was seconded by 
Councillor Bruce Lines. 

 
A debate ensued. 
 
Councillors Sharon Thompson, Julien Pritchard, Sir Albert Bore, Gareth Moore, 
Marcus Bernasconi, Ewan Mackey and Jamie Tennant spoke during the 
debate. 
 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor Roger Harmer to sum up. 
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The amendment to the Motion in the names of Councillors Jayne Francis and 
Jamie Scott having been moved and seconded was put to the vote and by a 
show of hands was declared to be carried. 
 
The amendment to the Motion in the names of Councillors Robert Alden and 
Bruce Lines having been moved and seconded was put to the vote and by a 
show of hands was declared to be lost. 
 
Names were called and the Chamber doors were locked. 
 

                        Here upon a poll being demanded the voting was as 
                        follows:- 

 
 
          For the amendment (29) 
 
Maureen Cornish              Matt Bennett                 Paul Tilsley  
Deirdre Alden                   Gareth Moore               Shabina Bano  
David Barrie                     Ewan Mackey               Roger Harmer  
Jon Hunt                           Baber Baz                    Martin Brooks  
Timothy Huxtable             Adam Higgs                  Bruce Lines  
Julien Pritchard                Colin Green                  Deborah Harries  
Mumtaz Hussain              Clifton Welch                Robert Alden  
David Pears                     Richard Parkin              Morriam Jan  
Izzy Knowles                    Zaker Choudhry           Darius Sandhu  
Kerry Brewer                    Rob Grant            
 
            
 
 
                            Against the amendment (32) 
 
Katherine Iroh                   Ray Goodwin              Diane Donaldson  
Carmel Corrigan               Miranda Perks            Karen McCarthy  
Jamie Tennant                  Sharon Thompson     Saqib Khan  
Saddak Miah                     Rob Pocock               Jayne Francis  
Mariam Khan                     Marje Bridle               Hendrina Quinnen  
Mahmood Hussain            Lauren Rainbow        Phil Davis  
Majid Mahmood                Mick Brown                Jamie Scott  
Kath Hartley                      Raqeeb Aziz              Chaman Lal  
Jane Jones                       Mary Locke                David Barker  
Esther Rai                         Lee Marsham            Marcus Bernasconi  
Bushra Bi                          Kath Scott 

 
  

                                                                      Abstentions (0) 
      

The amendment was lost. 
 

The Motion as amended, having been moved and seconded was put to the vote 
and by a show of hands was declared to be carried. 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
“Council notes that exempt (supported) accommodation continues to be a growing 
phenomenon in Birmingham and other cities. Despite years of cross-party campaigning 
to regulate the sector effectively (including a Scrutiny Report by this Council published 
in December 2021) we are still awaiting Government action. As a result, our 
communities and those living in exempt accommodation, continue to suffer.  
 
Family homes in Birmingham are attractive to landlords to convert into exempt 
accommodation as they can provide lucrative yields. Residents come from far and 
wide, alone, often with problems such as addiction, trauma, mental health problems etc. 
Support services provided by exempt providers, via 3rd party companies are often 
minimal and ineffective. This wastes public money, fails residents and can cause 
significant anti-social behaviour to neighbours. Where exempt properties cluster, the 
impact on communities can be devastating. 
 
Council notes that a key reason for the growth in the exempt sector has been chronic 
under-investment in social housing. Birmingham has half the council homes we had 
forty years ago, and a much bigger population. Rents have raised much faster than 
average earnings.  
 
As of January 2025, approximately 25,000 people in Birmingham are in exempt 
accommodation, and 20,000 are in temporary accommodation.  
 
Council notes that the Supported Housing (Regulatory Oversight) Act 2023 received 
royal assent in August 2023. The Act required licensing regulations to be set up within a 
year and a Supported Housing Advisory Panel to be set up. This has not yet happened. 
The Act also required the Panel to consider changes to planning regulations within 3 
years of new licensing regulations being set up. On such a timetable, new planning 
regulations may not actually come into force this decade.     
 
Council further notes that the Supported Housing Improvement Pilot (SHIP) funding, 
received from Government since 2020, has provided an opportunity for improvements 
in the sector, while new regulations are awaited.  
However, Government funding for the programme is due to end in March 2025, and 
without any concrete understanding of the likely regulations, the council is unable to 
develop a sustainable financial model to continue delivery. 
Council therefore resolves to lobby the Government to: 
 
1. Set up the Supported Housing Advisory Panel now. 

 
2. Bring exempt accommodation planning classification in line with HMOs immediately. 

 
3. Lobby government to secure a continuation in SHIP funding until new regulations 

are in place.  
 
Council notes that there is no centrally available register of information on privately 
rented properties including properties subject to licensing requirements, HMO’s and 
exempt accommodation. Issues with these properties are dealt with by different council 
departments. As a result, it is time consuming and inefficient for councillors to find the 
right person to speak to when problems arise. Furthermore, as information is not 
always shared effectively between departments, opportunities to improve standards 
and increase income by following up on licensing queries or fines are being missed. 
 
Council resolves to: 
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1. Explore the potential to set up a single searchable register of, (a) privately rented 

properties including properties subject to licensing requirements, (b) HMO’s, and (c) 
exempt accommodation, for officers and members. 

 
2. Investigate the most effective way of improving the communication between 

departments regarding the regulation of HMOs, Exempt Accommodation and the 
Private Rented Sector.” 

 
 

 

B. Councillors Carmel Corrigan and Katherine Iroh had given notice of the 
following Notice of Motion:- 
 
(See document No. 12, agenda item 12) 

 
Councillor Carmel Corrigan moved the Motion which was seconded by 
Councillor Katherine Iroh.  

 
In accordance with Council Rules of Procedure, Councillors Morriam Jan and 
Shabina Bano gave notice of the following amendment to the Motion:- 

 
(See document No. 13, ‘Amendments – City Council’).  
 
Councillor Morriam Jan moved the amendment which was seconded by Councillor 
Shabina Bano. 
 
In accordance with Council Rules of Procedure, Councillors Deirdre Alden and 
Alex Yip gave notice of the following amendment to the Motion:- 

 
(See document No. 14, ‘Amendments – City Council’).  
 
Councillor Deirdre Alden moved the amendment which was seconded by Councillor 
Alex Yip.  
 
A debate ensued. 
 
Councillors Ewan Mackey and Jon Hunt spoke during the debate. 

 
The Lord Mayor invited Councillor Carmel Corrigan to sum up. 

 
The amendment to the Motion in the names of Councillors Morriam Jan and 
Shabina Bano having been moved and seconded was put to the vote and by a 
show of hands was declared to be carried. 
 
The amendment to the Motion in the names of Councillors Deirdre Alden and 
Alex Yip having been moved and seconded was put to the vote and by a show 
of hands was declared to be carried. 
 
The Motion as amended, having been moved and seconded was put to the vote 
and by a show of hands was declared to be carried. 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
“This council notes that: 
 

• Experiencing baby loss is devastating for parents, and the shock and trauma that 
this causes has long-lasting effects.  

 

• There is a range of professional support available across Birmingham for parents 
who experience baby loss, and this is signposted through the council’s website. 

 
This council believes that: 
 

• It has a responsibility to ensure that parents who have experienced baby loss are 
supported when registering their baby’s death, and that all appropriate steps are 
taken to make this process as simple as possible. 

 
This council resolves to: 
 

• Work with Birmingham Registry Office to allocate an appointed officer to support 
parents who have experienced baby loss to help them through the process and to  
ensure that they do not have to register their baby’s death alongside parents 
registering births.  

 

• Work with Birmingham Registry Office to assess what additional support could be 
provided on the premises to help bereaved parents navigate this difficult process. 

 

• Work with partners, including NHS services at Birmingham Women’s Hospital, 
Heartlands Hospital, Midland Metropolitan Hospital, and Good Hope Hospital, the 
Health Visitor Service and GP surgeries, and police victim support services to 
ensure that parents are made aware of this service to ensure that they receive the 
most sensitive service possible at the Registry Office. 

 
This Council believes that: 
 

• Charities such as SANDS and Acorns and other small, well-meaning organisations 
offer vital support to bereaved parents alongside volunteers, chaplains and faith 
representatives.” 

 
The Council asks Cabinet to ensure that any budget proposals they bring back to 
Council for approval for 2025/26 and beyond support the aims above.” 
 
 
The meeting ended at 1915 hours. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 
 

WRITTEN QUESTIONS 
 

A To the Leader of the Council 

Think Tanks and Policy Networks 

From Councillor Ron Storer 

 
 

B To the Deputy Leader of the Council 
 

1. Perry Barr Plot Sales 
 

From Councillor Ewan Mackey 
 

2. Ward Improvement Funds 
 

From Councillor Morriam Jan 
 

C To the Cabinet Member for Children Young People and 
Families 

 
1. CSE Referrals 

 

From Councillor Robert Alden 
 

2. In-year Admissions 
 

From Councillor Alex Yip 
 

3. SENDIST decisions 
 

From Councillor Debbie Clancy 
 

4. Special School Placements 
 

From Councillor Adam Higgs 
 

5. Exceptional Special Needs Funding Requests 
 

From Councillor Darius Sandhu 
 

6. Exceptional Special Needs Funding Requests 2 
 

From Councillor Kerry Brewer 
 

7. KPMG Early Years Funding Review 
 

From Councillor Ron Storer 
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D To the Cabinet Member for Digital, Culture, Heritage and 
Tourism 

 
Libraries Saturday Opening 

 

From Councillor Timothy Huxtable 
 

E To the Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport 
 

1. Fly Posting 
 

From Councillor Zaker Choudhry 
 

2. Tree Safety 
 

From Councillor Jon Hunt 
 

3. Tree Safety 2 
 

From Councillor Morriam Jan 
 

4. Tree Roots 
 

From Councillor Baber Baz 
 

5. Cofton and Kings Heath Parks Nurseries 
 

From Councillor Mumtaz Hussain 
 

6. Highways PFI Scope Changes 
 

From Councillor Robert Alden 
 

7. Air Quality Monitoring in Schools 
 

From Councillor Deirdre Alden 
 

8. Street Scene Transformation Procurement 
 

From Councillor David Barrie 
 

9. Roadworks Permit Scheme 12 month Review 
 

From Councillor Matt Bennett 
 

10. Car Parking Income in Parks 
 

From Councillor Adrian Delaney 
 

11. Highways PFI Spend This Year 
 

From Councillor Kerry Brewer 
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12. Fleet Amnesty 
 

From Councillor Richard Parkin 
 

13. Missed Collections 
 

From Councillor Debbie Clancy 
 

14. Missed Collections 2 
 

From Councillor Darius Sandhu 
 

15. Recycling During Industrial Action 
 

From Councillor Alex Yip 
 

16. Highways Spend 
 

From Councillor Maureen Cornish 
 

17. Recycling During Industrial Action 
 

From Councillor Julien Pritchard 
 

18. New Fleet of Bin Trucks 
 

From Councillor Rob Grant 
 

19. Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme 
 

From Councillor Izzy Knowles 

 
 

F To the Cabinet Member for Finance 
 

 

 

3. Mitigations 
 

From Councillor Clifton Welch 
 

4. Airport Dividends 
 

From Councillor Alex Yip 
 

 

6. Inreach 
 

From Councillor Darius Sandhu 
 

 

1. MOVED TO E19 

2. MOVED TO B2 

5. MOVED TO C7 

7. MOVED TO J2 
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8. Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
 

From Councillor Richard Parkin 
 

9. Council Tax Reduction Scheme applications 
 

From Councillor Gareth Moore 
 

10. Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests 
 

From Councillor Ewan Mackey 
 

11. Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests 
average 

 

From Councillor Bruce Lines 
 

12. Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests 
processing time 

 

From Councillor Timothy Huxtable 
 

13. Bad Debt Reserve 
 

From Councillor Meirion Jenkins 
 

14. Finance Birmingham Ltd 
 

From Councillor Adam Higgs 

 
 

G To the Cabinet Member for Health and Social Care 

Day Centre users 

From Councillor Deirdre Alden 
 

H To the Cabinet Member for Housing and Homelessness 
 

1. Temporary Accommodation 
 

From Councillor Roger Harmer 
 

2. Temporary Accommodation 2 
 

From Councillor Zaker Choudhry 
 

3. Licensing 1 
 

From Councillor Robert Alden 
 

4. Licensing 2 
 

From Councillor Deirdre Alden 
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5. Licensing 3 
 

From Councillor David Barrie 
 

6. Licensing 4 
 

From Councillor David Pears 
 

7. Licensing 5 
 

From Councillor Matt Bennett 
 

8. Licensing 6 
 

From Councillor Kerry Brewer 
 

9. Bathrooms and Kitchens 
 

From Councillor Debbie Clancy 
 

10. Older People in Temporary Accommodation 
 

From Councillor Maureen Cornish 
 

11. Homeless relocation 
 

From Councillor Darius Sandhu 

 
 

I To the Cabinet Member for Social Justice, Community 
Safety and Equalities 

 

NONE SUBMITTED 
 

J To the Cabinet Member for Transformation, Governance 
and Human Resources 

 

1. Headcount 
 

From Councillor Robert Alden 
 

2. Letters of Comfort 
 

From Councillor David Pears 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



26  

 

OFF5ICIAL 



27  

 

 

 
CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

A 
 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL FROM 
COUNCILLOR RON STORER 

“Think tanks and policy networks” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How much has the council paid since 2018 to think tanks and policy networks, 
as referenced in 10.3 of the Leader's update to council on 3 December? As well 
as those organisations explicitly referenced in the report, please include any 
others falling into the same category of spend. 

 
Answer: 

 

I am advised that there was no spend on these activities in the 2024/25 municipal 

year. 

Identifying spend for previous years has not been possible in the timeframe for 

answering this question, due to the current categorisation arrangements for 

spending. Spend remains subject to the usual spend control arrangements that apply 

to all areas of Council activity. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

B1 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER OF THE COUNCIL FROM 
COUNCILLOR EWAN MACKEY 

“Perry Barr plot sales” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Given the sale of the Perry Barr plots for Legal and General have now been 
completed, and it was agreed by officers at Overview and Scrutiny on 8 
January that completed sale prices could not be considered commercially 
sensitive, can you please put into public the final sale price of these plots and 
explain why the very reasonable press enquiries for these details from local 
journalists were refused, especially given the overwhelming public interest in 
this story and the Administration's supposed commitment to transparency? 

 
Answer: 

 
I have been advised by the monitoring officer, that as other plots on the estate are 
still under commercial negotiations and releasing the sales figures for those sold 
would undermine these negotiations that are currently in progress. 
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B2 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2024 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE DEPUTY LEADER FROM COUNCILLOR 
MORRIAM JAN 

Ward improvement funds 

 

Question: 
 

Some of us ward Councillors have been allocated Section 106 monies for 

improvements in our wards, is this money still available, if so what is the 

delay in moving this forward? 

Answer: 
 

When S106 funds are received, the Planning Obligations Team send an email to the 

relevant Ward councillors outlining the sums available, the spend purpose (e.g. 

public open space), any geographical limitations, and also the contact details for the 

service responsible for delivering the funds. They are then free to contact that 

service with suggestions for spend in line with the S106 agreement. 

 
If there are any projects or sums you are interested in for your ward, please contact 

the planning obligations team (section106@birmingham.gov.uk) and they will be 

happy to provide any information for you. 

mailto:section106@birmingham.gov.uk
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C1 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR ROBERT ALDEN 

“CSE Referrals” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many reports of Child Sexual Abuse were received in each year since 
2015 and how many of these resulted in referrals to the police? 

 
Answer: 

 
Information on sexual abuse referrals from May 2020 to date and how many of these 
had a strategy discussion with the Police is set out in the table below. 

 

Data before May 2020 is not able to be reported on in the way requested. 
 

 
Year Sexual Abuse Referrals Sexual Abuse Referrals with a 

Recorded Strategy Discussion 

with Police 

2020* 800 537 

2021 1439 984 

2022 1584 1113 

2023 1440 949 

2024 1411 998 

2025** 91 49 
 

*2020 figure is from May 2020 
**2025 figure is as 23 January 2025. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C2 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR ALEX YIP 

“In-year admissions” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Per month since September 2021, how many in-year admissions were there for 
each stage of compulsory education, broken down a) moving from another 
Birmingham state school; b) moving from another local authority area; c) 
moving from private education; and d) moving from home education? 

 
Answer: 

 
The tables below show the number of children who have been admitted to 
Birmingham schools since September 2024 through the in-year admissions 
process*: 

 
Primary 

Month 

Sep-24 1801 

Oct-24 651 

Nov-24 477 

Dec-24 202 

Jan-25 to date 54 

Total 3185 

 
Secondary 

Month 

Sep-24 808 

Oct-24 426 

Nov-24 224 

Dec-24 104 

Jan-25 to date 30 

Total 1591 

 
*The accuracy of these figures relies on schools inputting information, as 

Birmingham in-year admissions are not co-ordinated by the Local Authority and are 
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handled directly by the schools. The information is not collated in the format 

requested in the question. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C3 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR DEBBIE CLANCY 

“SENDIST decisions” 
 

 

Question: 
 

For the period September 2023 - present please provide a breakdown (by 

month and decision/appeal type) of the following data: 

1. The number of decisions that SHOULD have been made by the SEND 

Department that would have been appealable to the SENDIST (this 

includes requests for assessment, issuing of plans, contents of final 

plans and placements, as well as decisions to amend following annual 

reviews and transfer reviews) 

2. The number of decisions that were ACTUALLY made (same criteria as 

above) 

3. Of those, the number of decisions that were outstanding from the period 

prior to January 2021 

4. The number of appeals registered by SENDIST 

5. The number of appeals conceded by the local authority prior to hearings 

6. The number that went to hearing where the appeal was dismissed (i.e. 

the local authority’s decision was deemed to be correct) 

7. The number of resulting tribunal orders which have not yet been 

complied with by the Council 

8. The number of Judicial Review pre-action protocol letters sent on behalf 

of parents relating to SEND matters 

 

Answer: 
 

Table 1 details the appealable decisions during the statutory assessment process: 

This is the number of decisions that were due each month, the number of decisions 

that were actually made that month (these decisions may have been made earlier or 

later than actually due), and number of decisions that are still outstanding after their 

due date. 

There are no assessment decisions that were outstanding from the period prior to 

January 2021. 
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TABLE 1 – Appealable Assessment Decisions 
 

Month Request for 
Assessment 
Decisions 
Due 

Request for 
Assessment 
Decisions 
made 

Request for 
Assessment 
Decisions 
Due - still 
Outstanding 

Decision 
to Issue 
Plan 
Decision 
Due 

Decision 
to Issue 
Plan Made 

Decision to 
Issue Plan 
Due - still 
Outstanding 

Final Plan 
Due 
(contents 
and 
placement) 

Final Plan 
Issued 
(contents 
and 
placement) 

Final Plan 
due - still 
Outstanding 

Sep- 
23 

 
132 

 
113 

 
0 

 
107 

 
103 

 
0 

 
108 

 
140 

 
0 

Oct- 
23 

 
137 

 
153 

 
0 

 
106 

 
99 

 
0 

 
110 

 
125 

 
0 

Nov- 
23 

 
210 

 
209 

 
0 

 
121 

 
122 

 
0 

 
98 

 
114 

 
0 

Dec- 
23 

 
181 

 
202 

 
0 

 
70 

 
69 

 
0 

 
112 

 
96 

 
0 

Jan- 
24 

 
305 

 
286 

 
0 

 
124 

 
99 

 
0 

 
84 

 
84 

 
0 

Feb- 
24 

 
182 

 
176 

 
0 

 
117 

 
109 

 
0 

 
108 

 
87 

 
0 

Mar- 
24 

 
228 

 
229 

 
0 

 
138 

 
93 

 
0 

 
114 

 
88 

 
0 

Apr- 
24 

 
288 

 
290 

 
0 

 
156 

 
133 

 
0 

 
141 

 
85 

 
0 

May- 
24 

 
237 

 
215 

 
0 

 
159 

 
122 

 
0 

 
156 

 
116 

 
0 

Jun- 
24 

 
237 

 
256 

 
0 

 
132 

 
131 

 
0 

 
134 

 
131 

 
0 

Jul- 
24 

 
240 

 
268 

 
0 

 
162 

 
141 

 
0 

 
153 

 
194 

 
0 

Aug- 
24 

 
263 

 
224 

 
0 

 
151 

 
159 

 
0 

 
143 

 
89 

 
5 

Sep- 
24 

 
121 

 
110 

 
0 

 
131 

 
128 

 
0 

 
146 

 
150 

 
3 

Oct- 
24 

 
160 

 
208 

 
0 

 
121 

 
161 

 
0 

 
138 

 
160 

 
17 

Nov- 
24 

 
216 

 
190 

 
1 

 
98 

 
140 

 
5 

 
109 

 
142 

 
26 

Dec- 
24 

 
231 

 
241 

 
4 

 
68 

 
112 

 
13 

 
96 

 
154 

 
32 

Total 3368 3370 5 1961 1921 18 1950 1955 83 

 
Table 2 details the appealable decisions during the EHCP Review Process: This is 

the number of review meetings that were due each month, and the number of 

appealable decisions that were actually made that month. 

The number of reviews due and the decisions made do not correlate as the LA 

cannot pre-empt the decision of an annual review. The decision is issued a number 

of weeks after a meeting is held e.g. a final amended EHCP needs to be issued 

within 12 weeks after the meeting therefore will not correlate to the month the 

meeting is due. 



35  

There are no review decisions made after September 2023 that were outstanding 

from the period prior to January 2021. 

TABLE 2 – Appealable Review Decisions 
 

Month EHCP Annual 
Reviews Due 
(Number of 
Appealable 
Decisions 
Due) 

Maintain 
EHCP 
(Contents & 
Placement) 

Final 
Cease 
of EHCP 

Amended 
Final Plans 
(Contents 
& 
Placement) 

Total 
Appealable 
Decisions 
Issued 

Sep-23 882 72 40 387 499 

Oct-23 634 122 46 319 487 

Nov-23 851 172 17 263 452 

Dec-23 692 185 13 194 392 

Jan-24 535 191 20 368 579 

Feb-24 819 221 13 180 414 

Mar-24 1065 259 10 265 534 

Apr-24 981 252 16 213 481 

May-24 903 212 9 308 529 

Jun-24 931 290 25 185 500 

Jul-24 1136 501 143 292 936 

Aug-24 952 544 41 498 1083 

Sep-24 1000 124 35 488 647 

Oct-24 728 156 27 417 600 

Nov-24 929 157 34 262 453 

Dec-24 751 332 15 270 617 

Total 13789 3790 504 4909 9203 

 
1. The number of appeals registered by SENDIST 

2. The number of appeals conceded by the local authority prior to 

hearings 

3. The number that went to hearing where the appeal was dismissed (i.e. 

the local authority’s decision was deemed to be correct) 

There are still almost 300 appeals that are indicated as registered in the numbers 

below which have not yet been concluded, therefore outcome is outstanding. 
 

Month Number of 
SENDIST 
Appeals 

Registered 

Conceded 
prior to 
further 

evidence 
date 

Consent 
Order - Full 
or Partial 

agreement 
prior to 
hearing 

Dismissed 
following 
hearing 

Upheld in 
full 

following 
hearing 

Upheld in 
part - 

Mostly LA - 
following 
hearing 

Upheld in 
part - 

Mostly 
parents/YP 
-following 

hearing 

Sep-23 46 7 26  3  1 

Oct-23 34 6 23    4 

Nov-23 72 14 35 4 3 4 3 

Dec-23 29 3 19  1   
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Jan-24 25 4 9  3 1  

Feb-24 50 12 13 2 1   

Mar-24 74 24 32 2 4   

Apr-24 59 16 24  4  1 

May-24 53 17 16  3   

Jun-24 41 6 9 1 3  1 

Jul-24 63 12 12 1 5   

Aug-24 52 9 8     

Sep-24 44 8 5     

Oct-24 57 18 1  1   

Nov-24 50 13 2     

Dec-24 48 1      

Total 797 170 234 10 31 5 10 
 
 
 
 

1. The number of resulting tribunal orders which have not yet been 

complied with by the Council. 

There are no Tribunal Orders which have not been complied with. Once an 

order has been received, the service will either have fully complied with the 

order or be in the process of complying. 

 

 
2. The number of Judicial Review pre-action protocol letters sent on behalf 

of parents relating to SEND matters. 

There have been 37 Judicial Review pre-action protocol letters sent on behalf 

of parents relating to SEND matters of which 2 have resulted in Judicial 

Reviews being issued. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C4 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR ADAM HIGGS 

“Special school placements” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many children with EHCPs in Birmingham fall into one or more of the 
following categories: 

 

• They have special school named as the type of placement on their EHCP 
but are either attending a mainstream school or being educated 
elsewhere due to the local authority being unable to secure a suitable 
place? 

 

• They have live appeal for a special school placement and are currently 
either attending a mainstream school or being educated elsewhere? 

 

Answer: 
 

• The number of children with EHCPs who are awaiting a suitable special 
school placement is 276. Please note that this figure is correct at Q3 reporting 
(end of December 2024). 

 

We have yet to finalise figures for January 2025. Please also note that this 
figure includes all of those children where the LA has determined that a 
special school place is appropriate, and families are seeking a change of 
placement. EHCPs will not in every case name special school as the type of 
placement where these EHCPs are in the process of being updated, or 
subject to parental appeal. 

 
In addition, the figure will include those children who have a specific special 
school named on their EHCP but require a change of placement to a different 
special school. Including all children enables us to more accurately track 
special school place sufficiency. 

 
• The number of children with EHCPs who have a live appeal for a special 

school placement is currently 144 (this is live data accurate at 22 January 
2025). Please note that this number includes 14 children who have a specific 
special school named on their EHCP but are seeking an alternative 
placement. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C5 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR DARIUS SANDHU 

“Exceptional Special Needs Funding Requests” 
 

 

Question: 
 

For the period September 2023-present, please provide a month by month 

breakdown of the number of Exceptional Special Needs funding requests 

submitted and specify how many were successful and how many were 

unsuccessful. 

Answer: 
 

Mainstream Exceptional Specialist Needs (ESN) 
 

Row Labels No Yes Other - Support Unit 
Increase Agreed 

Sep-23 11 2 3 

Oct-23 20 2 9 

Nov-23 6 4 4 

Dec-23 7 4 9 

Jan-24 11 2 6 

Feb-24 5  4 

Mar-24 2  5 

Apr-24 5 2 5 

May-24 15  8 

Jun-24 14  5 

Jul-24 20 4 12 

Aug-24 10 3 1 

Sep-24 11  2 

Oct-24 34 2 4 

Nov-24 24 5 5 

Dec-24 14 3 3 

Total 209 33 85 

 
Please note: These are only the requests that have been to SEND Panel. 

6+ support units can be agreed outside of SEND Panel. 
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Special School ESN 

 

 
Please note: Special school ESN is agreed at a termly panel(s) and therefore the 

data is recorded termly not monthly. Cases that were taken to panel but deferred are 

not included in the below numbers. 
 
 

 No Yes Other - Banding 
Increase 

Autumn 23 61 87 15 

Spring 24 52 106 3 

Summer 24 25 119 0 

Autumn 24 76 103 9 

Total 214 415 27 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C6 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE, AND FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR KERRY BREWER 

“Exceptional Special Needs Funding Requests 2” 
 

 

Question: 
 

It was reported at Schools Forum that there was a £23m underspend on the 
High Needs Block in 2023/24, with a cumulative reserve build-up of £38m. 
Many schools and parents may find this surprising, given the well-publicised 
pressures on the system. Please explain how this has happened and outline 
how and when will this money be used to benefit children with SEND in 
Birmingham? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

There are a number of reasons for this reserve being built up over the last few years: 
 

▪ Review of payments in 2023-24 made from the high needs block has led to 
some services now being rightly charged to the General Fund. 

▪ Holding back contingencies in readiness to support the Delivering Better 
Value Programme. This was reported to Schools Forum in April 2023. 

 

The surplus will be used in the following ways to benefit children with SEND in 

Birmingham: 

▪ The Delivering Better Value Programme has a workstream that is looking at 
funding SEND children in Birmingham and will produce a solid funding 
framework which will be clear, transparent, sustainable and affordable. 

▪ We are reviewing other services, for example, alternative provision, children 
moving to adulthood, children in care with complex learning needs, which 
historically have not been appropriately funded. 

▪ We are also working on future demand for children with SEND which is 
suggests will increase over the medium term. We already have 12,108 
children with EHCP’s, and this figure continues to increase. 

▪ We are reviewing our commissioned places in both mainstream schools 
resource bases and special schools to ensure children are placed in the most 
appropriate setting which will have a cost implication. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

C7 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG 
PEOPLE & FAMILIES FROM COUNCILLOR RON STORER 

“KPMG Early Years Funding Review” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How much was paid to KPMG for the review of Early Years DSG funding 
discrepancies in schools that identified underpayments of £1.247m to schools 
in 2021/22? 

 
Answer: 

 
The Early Years DSG Funding Review was completed between November 2022 to 
January 2023, during which the Council paid KPMG close to £50k for services in 
relation to this work. 

 
Not only did the work review and identify underpayments to schools, but also 
identified and resolved a range of issues in relation to under/over payments to 
schools and handed over a package of work to the Council in order to support 
ongoing maintenance of the Early Years DSG Funding. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

D 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR DIGITAL, CULTURE, 
HERITAGE AND TOURISM FROM COUNCILLOR TIMOTHY HUXTABLE 

“Libraries Saturday opening” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Which libraries will not be open on Saturdays under the latest council 
proposals? 

 
 

Answer: 
 

We acknowledge the valuable feedback provided by the public and elected members 
through the consultation process. At this stage, we can confirm that there will be 
some library provision for Saturday opening across the City, and details will be 
confirmed following submission of the Cabinet report. 
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E1 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT & 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR ZAKER CHOUDHRY 

Fly posting 

Question: 
 

What is the Council’s policy on fly posting? What action does the Council 

take to prevent and enforce prolific repeated fly posting, for e.g. blinds 

adverts? 

Answer: 

 

Where the fly posting occurs on Birmingham City Council owned street furniture, the 

removal is under the PFI contract. This is done as routine maintenance as part of a 

programme of works. 

I am currently reviewing how the Council deals with flyposting. 
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E2 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT & 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR JON HUNT 

Tree safety 

 

Question: 
 

Storm Darragh caused the felling of a number of trees across the city, and 

there were some dangerous near misses in Perry Barr. When will there be a 

wholesale inspection of trees and how can residents check the data 

collected to satisfy themselves that they and their families, neighbours and 

homes are safe? 

Answer: 
 

Storm Darragh was an exceptional event with winds from a non-prevailing direction 
which, coupled with waterlogged soils from rain and snow, led to failure of trees that 
were otherwise in a safe and sound condition. 

 
The city has a robust process of tree inspection and management in place across both 
Highway and non-highway trees in the council’s management. These practices are in 
line with best practice as laid out by the National Tree Safety Group and we employ 
professionally qualified arboriculturists who have detailed knowledge and experience 
of tree management and tree physiology. We also provide an annual assurance 
statement to the Managing Director to this effect. 

 
In terms of data being made public, with over 250,000 trees individually monitored 
(across highways and other BCC land holdings) and 1398 hectares of woodlands the 
data that would have to be published in order for individuals to review would be vast. 
In addition, information is often technical and requires professional training to fully 
appreciate the implications of what is recorded. As such there are no plans to make 
this data public at this time. 

 
New text for BCC public web pages has been drafted which will more clearly set out 
the policies and practices that BCC employ as a public statement of assurance. The 
updated web text is hoped to be made publicly available in the spring. 
Highway Trees are inspected on a cyclical 5-year programme. This information is not 
currently publicly available, but we will be working with partners to see how this 
information can be best shared. 
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E3 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT & 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR MORRIAM JAN 

Tree safety 

 

Question: 
 

Following the deaths of two people due to trees falling during Storm Darragh, 

what is being done to review and improve policy on tree health? 

Answer: 
 

I firstly want to send my condolences to the families and friends of both people 

tragically killed due to the trees falling during Storm Darragh. I have spoken with the 

family of the individual who died here in Birmingham and attended his funeral. 

Following the tragedy, we of course had to undertake a review of our existing 
policies and practices to ensure that all aspects were in place and that it provided a 
robust system of management. This was required for our reporting to the Health and 
Safety Executive under the Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous 
Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR). 

 
The city has a robust process of tree inspection and management in place across both 
Highway and non-highway trees in the council’s management. These practices are in 
line with best practice as laid out by the National Tree Safety Group and we employ 
professionally qualified arboriculturists who have detailed knowledge and experience 
of tree management and tree physiology. We also provide an annual assurance 
statement to the Managing Director to this effect. 

 
Birmingham is recognised by the United Nations Farming and Agriculture 
Organisation (UNFAO) as a Tree City of the World. This accreditation gives 
independent verification that Birmingham and its management of the Urban Forest is 
amongst world leaders in this industry. 
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E4 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT & 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR BABER BAZ 

Tree roots 

 

Question: 
 

What is being done to educate residents on the risks of killing trees when 

damaging tree roots through renovation work, new driveways etc? 

Answer: 

 

The main part of this question relates to Planning and Development as trees are a 
material consideration in the decision making for the granting of planning permission 
where this relates to development or renovations that require this level of consent. 

 
Planning and Development teams employ professional arboriculturists to advise and 
determine impacts on trees in this respect plus guidance is issued in the Birmingham 
Design Guide and in particular the Landscape and Green Infrastructure City Manual 
(https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20054/local_plan_documents/1367/birmingham 
_design_guide ). 

 

Where residents are looking to create new off-street parking within their own property, 
and this is greater than 5sqm this requires planning consent and so the same guidance 
applies. 

 
Where a dropped kerb is being installed this is only undertaken by BCC Highways 
contractors and they follow specific guidance on managing works close to trees and 
all works are approved by an Arboriculturist employed by BCC. 

 
The city’s Park Management team (including Parks Tree Service) have provided a set 
of information to be published on the council’s web pages, this will set out more 
information on how the council manages its trees and information and guidance on 
individual tree owners’ responsibilities and where to find help. 

 
The Parks Service also works in partnership with Birmingham TreePeople, a local 
community run charity to provide free training sessions on trees and tree management. 
Information on these sessions and advice on trees is also available via their web 
pages. 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20054/local_plan_documents/1367/birmingham_design_guide
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20054/local_plan_documents/1367/birmingham_design_guide


47  

E5 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT & 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR MUMTAZ HUSSAIN 

Cofton and Kings Heath Parks Nurseries 

 

Question: 
 

What is the overall revenue and net cost to the city generated from Cofton 

and Kings Heath Plant Nurseries in the last three years? 

Answer: 
 

As per the Council’s ledger: 

 
   

Cofton Nursery 

Kings Heath 

Nursery 

Cost  
21-22 

504,893.42 264,057.56 

Revenue (269,727.98) (250,687.39) 

Net Cost 235,165.44 13,370.17 

   

Cost  
22-23 

832,553.04 270,541.26 

Revenue (470,318.58) (231,317.95) 

Net Cost 362,234.46 39,223.31 

   

Cost  
23-24 

547,621.32 245,126.61 

Revenue (205,050.18) (198,468.98) 

Net Cost 342,571.14 46,657.63 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E6 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR ROBERT ALDEN 

“Highways PFI scope changes” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Please detail all work that has been descoped or where standards or response 
times have been changed from the highways PFI since 2012, including date of 
change. 

 
Answer: 

 
Since the PFI contract was introduced in 2010 there have been a large number of 
changes made to the service scope and response times as part of the usual change 
process with the contract. 

 
In 2019 the PFI contact was put on hold and the Interim Services Contract was 
introduced. Although based largely on the PFI contract, a lot of changes were made 
these changes can be provided but this is a significant piece of work which 
timescales for this response do not allow for. 

 
In April 2024, due to reducing budgets the Interim Services Contract was also de- 
scoped. The main changes include: 

 

• Carriageway & footway resurfacing – There will not be any planned 
resurfacing or large-scale carriageway repair programmes. 

 

• All other programmes of preventive maintenance would cease. 
 

• Defect response times – When a defect is attended as an emergency and 
temporarily repaired on site, it will have a follow up timescale for full repair of 
up to 12 months, instead of 6 months. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E7 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE ALDEN 

“Air Quality Monitoring in Schools” 
 

 

Question: 
 

For each school with a council supplied air quality monitor please list the 
baseline and latest monitoring figures, including dates. 

 
Answer: 

 
The air quality monitoring in schools programme commenced in January 2022 with 
an indicative air quality sensor being deployed in 69 schools through the course of 
the year. The programme was designed to be educational and awareness-raising for 
students on the subject of air pollution and to provide some reassurance on the 
quality of the air within the school grounds. The programme uses indicative sensors 
that are not reference grade and as such provide an indicator on the quality of the 
air, not a value that is reported for any legal purposes; accordingly at present the 
Council does not routinely capture or record this data. 

 
The Council utilise real time reference grade sensors and diffusion tubes both of 
which are approved by Government to use to discharge our own obligations around 
local air quality management and reporting for the Clean Air Zone. 

 
The data from the sensors is available to the public on the Airly website Air Quality 

Map - Check air pollution in your area - Airly Map and this shows the current air quality at 
the school. 

 
Council officers have devised information sheets for the schools that can help inform 
on the data and are working on a method to automate these as the quantity of 
schools with a sensor is too great to maintain manually, and will increase with phase 
two of the programme having commenced this year; this will see every school 
offered an indicative sensor. It is our intention to consider whether it is possible to 
easily extract the data into a form that can provide the monthly and annual data so 
as to provide answers to questions similar to that posed. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairly.org%2Fmap%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMark.Wolstencroft%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cdd479c0b206841801bd208dd3ad17168%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638731393398811763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3xOqPQK1mEDO4f3TKIcAW3x4lRiO4zSiZvdNRMyKJpE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fairly.org%2Fmap%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMark.Wolstencroft%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cdd479c0b206841801bd208dd3ad17168%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638731393398811763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3xOqPQK1mEDO4f3TKIcAW3x4lRiO4zSiZvdNRMyKJpE%3D&reserved=0
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E8 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID BARRIE 

“Street Scene transformation procurement” 
 

 

Question: 
 

For the 3 procurements listed under the Street Scene Transformation 
Programme at Cabinet on 23 July and the Additional Recycling Container 
procurement on 10 September, please provide an update on progress against 
each of the milestones listed in those reports under the procurement timeline, 
including the date each was completed and links to the public notices (e.g 
ITT). 

 
Answer: 

 
The 3 procurements listed to Cabinet in July 2024 were: 

 
1. Refuse Fleet Replacement Vehicles 
2. Food Waste Vehicles 

Update for items 1 & 2 above: 

Contract awarded to Dennis Eagle following a further competition in November 2024; 

for the purchase value of the proposed refuse vehicles of £25.935m for 113 vehicles; 

and £3.813m for 30 food waste vehicles. Award notice link; P2236 - Waste Services 

Fleet Replacement Contract - ESPO Lot 1, 11, 15-16 - AWARD - Contracts Finder 

Indicative Implementation Plan from Cabinet Report: 
 

  Actual Completion Date 

Cabinet Approval 23 July 2024 23 July 2024 

ITT Issued 01 August 2024 29 July 2024 

ITT Return 02 September 2024 13 September 2024* 

Evaluation Period September 2024 September 2024 

DPR Approval (Award) November 2024 October 2024 

Contract Award November 2024 31 October 2024 

Contract Start December 2024 15 November 2024 

* ITT return date extended at the request of multiple Bidders due to summer period 

resourcing issues. 

 

 
3. Food Waste Containers and Caddy’s 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk%2FNotice%2F4b539107-2ddd-414d-93be-e8d35475560a&data=05%7C02%7CMeena.Chuhan%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cff291b74ba884e2f2bc508dd3ba9a730%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638732322023776500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z7T%2FqKqMCu7OEaxAx8YTF84YxVhjsmGFT%2Fx2wId1Jlo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.contractsfinder.service.gov.uk%2FNotice%2F4b539107-2ddd-414d-93be-e8d35475560a&data=05%7C02%7CMeena.Chuhan%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cff291b74ba884e2f2bc508dd3ba9a730%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638732322023776500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z7T%2FqKqMCu7OEaxAx8YTF84YxVhjsmGFT%2Fx2wId1Jlo%3D&reserved=0
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The additional item for Cabinet in September 2024: 
 

4. Additional Recycling Containers 

 

For efficiencies both procurements (above items 3 and 4) were combined hence the 

slight deviation with the July 23 milestones. 

 

Update: P2244/45 Supply of Additional Recycling Containers, Food Containers & 

Caddies - Completed, Award Notice attached (P2244-45_Contracts Finder Notice Waste 

Wheeled Bins.pdf). As this was a further competition from the ESPO framework there 

was no requirement to publish an Open Tender Notice. 
 
 

 

 Food Waste Collection 

Bins 

Completion Date 

Cabinet Approval 23 July 2024  

ITT Issued 23 August 2024 20th September 2024 

ITT Return September 2024 21st October 2025 

Evaluation Period October 22nd October 2024 – 8th 

November 2024 

DPR Approval (Award) November 20th November 2024 

Contract Award November 2024 3rd December 2024 (date 

on call of contract) 

Contract Start December 2024 14th January 2025 

 
 

Milestones from the second Cabinet paper for the Additional Recycling Bins 
 
 

 

ITT Issued August 2024 

Cabinet Approval 10th September 2024 

ITT Return October 2024 

Evaluation Period November 2024 
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DPR Approval (Award) December 2024 

Contract Award January 2025 

Contract Start February 2025 

 

 

Cabinet Paper (23rd July 2024): “Waste Collection Service IT Software – 

Procurement” (IJ Update) 
 

Event Procurement Strategy Actual Completion Date 

Cabinet Approval 23rd July 2024 23rd July 2024 

ITT Issued 1st August 2024 17th October 2024 

ITT Return 2nd September 2024 1st November 2024 

Evaluation Period September 2024 November 2024 

DPR Approval (Award) November 2024 6th - 13th December 2024 

Contract Award December 2024 13th December 2024 

Contract Start End December 2024 3rd February 2025 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E9 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR MATT BENNETT 

“Roadworks Permit Scheme 12 month review” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Please provide a copy of the 12 month review of the Roadworks Permit 
Scheme, including the date is was completed and a link to the published 
document. 

 
Answer: 

 
Please see the link to the 12-month review of the Roadworks Permit Scheme 
covering April 2023 – March 2024, dated as completed 01 July 2024: 

 
Birmingham City Council permit scheme | Birmingham City Council 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/6686/birmingham_city_council_permit_scheme
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E10 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR ADRIAN DELANEY 

“Car parking income in parks” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Further to your response to question E14 at December council, concerning 
forecast net surplus at parks where car parking charges are set to be 
introduced, please can you provide this information broken down by individual 
park? 

 
Answer: 

 
The prudential borrowing repayments will begin in April 2026, for two years, until 
April 2028. 

 

 Total Net 
Revenue 
2025-26 
(£000s) 

Total Net 
Revenue 
2026-27 
(£000s) 

Total Net 
Revenue 
2027-28 
(£000s) 

Total Net 
Revenue 
2028-29 
(£000s) 

Sheldon 
Country Park 

24.8 -26.4 -26.4 37.5 

Lickey Hills 
Country Park 

226.7 219.5 219.5 341.9 

Sutton Park 394.2 236.0 236.0 585.9 
 645.7 429.1 429.1 965.2 

 
The council’s expenditure on these parks exceeds projected income and therefore 
this income stream helps to offset the cost of the maintaining these parks. To 
illustrate this point, budgeted expenditure across these 3 sites is currently £1.755M 
per annum, excluding tree management costs. As from 2028/9, full-year income 
equates to £0.965M. Park users are therefore helping to contribute towards the cost 
of managing these parks, but significant Council resources are still required. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E11 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR KERRY BREWER 

“Highways PFI spend this year” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How much has been spent on PFI related highways works since 1 April 2024? 
 

Answer: 
 

Since 1st April 2024, £66,133,292 has been spent on Highway related works under 
the Interim Services Contract while a decision is still being made by Government on 
the future of the PFI. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E12 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR RICHARD PARKIN 

“Fleet Amnesty” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Further to questions E8 and E9 to December council, concerning the fleet 
amnesty day, are you now in a position to share the findings and if not by what 
date will you commit to sharing this with all members and the public? 

 
Answer: 

 
The Fleet Amnesty Day was held on 18th November 2024 as a key activity required 

to establish an accurate fleet baseline figure. This is crucial in understanding our 

current fleet liabilities and in calculating future potential savings. 

 
Returns from all relevant services across the Council were received which identified 

a total of 780 vehicles. This was then cross-checked with the Motor Insurance 

Database download from 10th December, working with the Insurance Team. Where 

discrepancies existed, services were then asked to clarify, and a sample of the Motor 

Insurance Database download was also validated against the DVLA online vehicle 

checker. 

 
Using these sources has enabled us to determine the new BCC fleet baseline figure 

of 886 vehicles. Based on all the work undertaken and verification with colleagues 

across the whole organisation, we are confident that we now have a much more 

accurate baseline figure than we have ever had before. 

 
It is worth noting that 886 vehicles represent a large vehicle fleet. The Council is one 

of the country’s largest public sector fleet operators and it is therefore imperative that 

we move forward to establish the new Vehicle Management Service to provide 

continuous and proactive centralised fleet management. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E13 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR DEBBIE CLANCY 

“Missed Collections” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many reported missed collections were there on each day since 23 
December 2024? 

 
Answer: 

 
Please find the table below which details the requested data. For context there are 
typically 107K residual and recycling collections each day. 

 

 
Date reported 

Number of reported missed residual 
and recycling collections 

21-Jan-25 588 

20-Jan-25 556 

19-Jan-25 136 

18-Jan-25 201 

17-Jan-25 938 

16-Jan-25 1,189 

15-Jan-25 1,424 

14-Jan-25 932 

13-Jan-25 862 

12-Jan-25 196 

11-Jan-25 277 

10-Jan-25 958 

09-Jan-25 1,394 

08-Jan-25 1,229 

07-Jan-25 1,243 

06-Jan-25 1,448 

05-Jan-25 813 

04-Jan-25 1,359 

03-Jan-25 1,312 

02-Jan-25 850 

01-Jan-25 309 

31-Dec-24 584 

30-Dec-24 787 

29-Dec-24 638 
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28-Dec-24 1,028 

27-Dec-24 253 

26-Dec-24 30 

25-Dec-24 28 

24-Dec-24 143 

23-Dec-24 140 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E14 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR DARIUS SANDHU 

“Missed Collections 2” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What is the weekly cost of mitigations during the current industrial action 
within the bin service, including extended opening hours of HWCs and any 
additional crews or overtime? 

 
Answer: 

 
The industrial action is resulting in a net financial cost. The precise cost will only be 
known when the dispute has been resolved. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E15 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR ALEX YIP 

“Recycling during industrial action” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What percentage of kerbside waste was sent for recycling since 6 January 
2025? 

 
Answer: 

 
The recycling performance for January 2025 has not yet been reported as the tonnage 
data is not available from the Council’s contractors. 

 
This is expected to be available by March 2025. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E16 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR MAUREEN CORNISH 

“Highways spend” 
 

 

Question: 
 

In each of the last 5 years how much was spent on a) highways repairs and b) 
new highways infrastructure? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

a) Spend for highway repairs is shown in the table below for the last five years. This 
figure is made up across all asset types which fall under the remit of the Interim 
Services Contract for Highways and includes back office functions such as planning 
and inspections. 

 

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 
2024/25 
(to end of Dec 24) 

 
£ 84,859,130.55 

 
£ 137,020,585.43 

 
£ 142,025,996.28 

 
£ 137,294,488.26 

£ 
66,133,293.00 

 
 

b) spend on new highways infrastructure is shown in the table below for the past five 
years. Note that for the financial year 2024/25 data is to the end of December 2024. 
It should be noted that the spend presented is that of the whole cost of an 
infrastructure project. These totals include spend on infrastructure schemes of all 
scales from ward minor measures to large scale projects such as A457 Dudley 
Road. The figures do not include highway infrastructure delivered jointly with 
Transport for West Midlands on large projects including metro and sprint bus rapid 
transit or those delivered by private developers. 

 

 

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 
2024/25 (to end 
of Dec 24) 

£19,534,407 £15,902,931 £16,996,214 £14,938,899 £10,123,902 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E17 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR JULIEN PRITCHARD 

“Recycling During Industrial Action” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What percentage of recycling collected since the start of industrial action on 
2nd January (including work to rule) has been mixed with residual waste? How 
does this compare with the same period last year? What percentage of waste 
is being recycled in this period? How does this compare with the normal 
council annual recycling figures? 

 

Answer: 
 

The Council’s response to industrial action has been to prioritise the collection of 
residual waste and ensure that each household receives at least one collection per 
week during this period of disruption. 

 
In January 2024 all kerbside recyclable waste was separated and treated 
appropriately. 

 
The recycling performance for January 2025 has not yet been reported as the tonnage 
data is not available from the Council’s contractors. 

 
This is expected to be available by March 2025. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

E18 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENT FROM COUNCILLOR ROB GRANT 

“New Fleet of Bin Trucks” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What is the proposed date the new fleet of bin trucks will be in service? What 
percentage of the overall fleet will then consist of new? What will the 
distribution of these vehicles be across the main depots? And is old stock 
being sold off to claw back capital? 

 
Answer: 

 
The new vehicles are expected to be delivered between March and July 2025 on a 
phased basis. 

 
BCC has ordered 151 new vehicles to cover the refuse/recycling collection and food 
waste services. 

 
This is split into 110 refuse/recycling collection vehicles and 41 Food waste vehicles. 
51 of the existing collection vehicles will be retained. 

 

All Food waste collection vehicles will be new. 
 

For Refuse/Recycling collection vehicles, 68% of the vehicles will be new and 32% 
retained. 

The breakdown by depot of refuse/recycling is as follows: 

Lifford Depot - 30 
Perry Barr Depot - 30 
Atlas Depot - 50 

 
The Food waste vehicles will be split equally across the three depots. 

 
The old vehicles will either be repurposed to reduce hire cost or be sold via public 
auction. 
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E19 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND 
TRANSPORT FROM COUNCILLOR IZZY KNOWLES 

Roundabout Sponsorship Scheme 

 

Question: 
 

In November I asked this question: 

CP Medial Ltd is managing the council roundabout sponsorship initiative, 

which provides businesses with outdoor advertising on roundabouts across 

the city. Could you please elaborate on the following – how many businesses 

have signed and the revenue they have brought to the Council on a yearly 

basis; subsequently what is done with the revenue and the percentage that is 

spent directly on the roundabouts that are being sponsored? 

The answer was “Awaiting information from officers. Response to follow” 

Can the information please be provided? 

Answer: 
 

The numbers of businesses signed is detailed in Table 1 below. Please note that 

some businesses sponsor several roundabouts. Where this is the case, the sponsor 

has not been double counted. 

 
Table 1 

 

  
Income 

Number of individual 

Sponsors 

 
Year 21/22 

£ 

78,455 

 
50 

 
Year 22/23 

£ 

92,633 

 
66 

Year 23/24 £ 104,701 67 
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Maintenance, management and planting is carried out and funded by the Parks 

service and is not separately accounted for. 
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F1 
PLEASE NOTE QUESITON F1 HAS MOVED TO E19 – 
CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT 
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F2 
PLEASE NOTE QUESTION F2 HAS MOVED TO B2 – 
DEPUTY LEADER 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F3 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR CLIFTON WELCH 

“Mitigations” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Please provide a list of all the one-off mitigations that make up the £20.372m 
listed in section 4.2 of the 10 December Cabinet finance report. 

 
Answer: 

 
 

£12.5m is in relation to slippage in City Operations directorate savings #18 & #19 
(Reductions in highways maintenance spend). This is being mitigated through the 
corporate contingency budget. 

 
£6.1m is in relation to slippage in Children & Families Transport Savings and are 
being mitigated through directorate underspends detailed within sections 4.17 of the 
10th December Cabinet report, extracts of the report are included below: 

 

• £3.9m forecast underspend on the Children and Families Directorate budgets. 
These underspends are in the main against employee budgets, including the 
Historic Pension Liability budget. Expenditure is being carefully managed 
across these budgets to ensure any shortfall in the Directorate savings 
delivery for 2024/25 can be mitigated against underspends in-year; 

• The £1.8m forecast underspend in the Performance and Commissioning 
Division, this is predominantly due to Schools Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPP) and Building Schools for the Future (BSF) contracts; 

• £0.9m forecast underspend across the Schools and Employability Division, 
which mainly relates to employee budgets and presently vacant posts 
following a restructure; 

 

The balance relates to slippage on other City Operations & Corporate Savings that 
are being mitigated through early delivery of savings and directorate wide 
underspends detailed in sections 4.18 and 4.22 of the report. Relevant extracts are 
included below. 

 

• 4.18 (a) - £0.7m forecast underspend in the Neighbourhoods division through 
early implementation of 2025/26 savings in the Neighbourhood Development 
& Support Unit (NDSU); 

• 4.22 (b) - The Customer Services and Business Support Division is 
forecasting an underspend of £1.0m, this is largely driven by early 
achievement of the reconfiguration of the business support savings target. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F4 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR ALEX YIP 

“Airport Dividends” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What changes to income from dividends from Birmingham Airport have been 
forecast as a result of business rate revaluations and new tax burdens 
imposed in the October budget? 

 
Answer: 

 
Birmingham Airport is currently assessing the impact of the announcements in the 
Chancellor’s Budget in October 2024 and the potential changes to business rates 
from April 2026. Dividends are recommended by the Directors of Birmingham 
Airport, and Birmingham City Council will update its financial planning forecasts 
when information is available. 
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F5 

PLEASE NOTE QUESTION F5 HAS NOW MOVED TO C7 – 

CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND 

FAMILIES 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F6 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR DARIUS SANDHU 

“Inreach” 
 

 

Question: 
 

In each year since 2015 what income was forecast in that year's budget from 
Inreach (including profit from the company and margin on loan interest) and 
what was actually achieved? 

 
Answer: 

 
The table below shows the ledger position since loan borrowing and repayments 
started in 2017/18. 

 
Financial Year Actuals as 

per Ledger 
Budget Variance 

   Pressure/(Saving) 
 £ £ £ 

2014/15 0 0 0 

2015/16 0 0 0 

2016/17 0 0 0 

2017/18 (110,185) (1,182,000) 1,071,815 

2018/19 (250,348) (1,903,000) 1,652,652 

2019/20 (237,096) (905,000) 667,904 

2020/21 (264,156) (217,000) (47,156) 

2021/22 (274,068) (248,000) (26,068) 

2022/23 (286,582) (343,000) 56,418 

2023/24 (98,188) (361,000) 262,812 
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F7 

 
PLEASE NOTE QUESTION F7 HAS NOW MOVED TO J2 – 

CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSFORMATION, 

GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F8 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR RICHARD PARKIN 

“Council Tax Reduction Scheme” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the cost of administering the council tax reduction scheme in each 
year since 2013? 

 
Answer: 

 
We cannot provide this detail as CTRS administration costs are not recorded or 
counted separately from Housing Benefit administration costs. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F9 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR GARETH MOORE 

“Council Tax Reduction Scheme applications” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the total number of applications for the council tax reduction 
scheme (working aged people) in each year since 2013? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

We are unable to provide this information as these figures are recorded weekly, not 

on an annual basis. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F10 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR EWAN MACKEY 

“Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests” 

 

Question: 
 

What was the total number of requests for changes to council tax reduction 
scheme entitlement each year since 2013 (split between requests from 
applicants and from DWP)? 

 
Answer: 

 
The table below gives the total number of changes actioned per year, but we are 
unable to split these between changes advised by claimant and changes advised by 
DWP as this information is not recorded. 

 

Year Average number of changes to entitlement 

2013/14 303,391 

2014/15 391,325 

2015/16 391,969 

2016/17 447,683 

2017/18 408,709 

2018/19 394,621 

2019/20 353,757 

2020/21 361,520 

2021/22 384,855 

2022/23 444,144 

2023/24 413,469 

2024/25 *310,442 

  

 *Figure based on 9 months 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F11 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR BRUCE LINES 

“Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests average” 

 

Question: 
 

What was the average number of change to entitlement per claimant per year 
for changes to council tax reduction scheme since 2013? 

 
Answer: 

 
The Benefit Service do not record average changes per claimant, they only have 

weekly reports. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F12 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR TIMOTHY HUXTABLE 

“Council Tax Reduction Scheme change requests processing time” 

 

Question: 
 

What was the average time to process change in the council tax reduction 
entitlement in each year since 2013? 

 
Answer: 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 

Average time to process changes 

(days) 

2013/14 3.84 

2014/15 3.96 

2015/16 3.63 

2016/17 4.05 

2017/18 5.89 

2018/19 3.73 

2019/20 2.32 

2020/21 1.99 

2021/22 2.61 

2022/23 2.74 

2023/24 2.83 

2024/25 2.78* 

  

 *Figure based on 9 months 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F13 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR MEIRION JENKINS 

“Bad Debt Reserve” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the opening and closing balance of the bad debt reserve held for the 
council's investment (loan and equity) portfolio in each year since 2015? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

The table below details the opening and closing balances of the bad debt reserves 

held for the Council's investment (loan and equity) portfolio since 2014/15. This 

existed until 23/24 when the reserve was then amalgamated into General /Strategic 

Reserves as part of the centralisation of reserves. 
 

 
TOTAL 

2014/15 Opening (129,705) 

Closing (144,040) 

2015/16 Opening (144,040) 

Closing (453,912) 

2016/17 Opening (453,912) 

Closing (1,383,088) 

2017/18 Opening (1,383,088) 

Closing 33,215 

2018/19 Opening 33,215 

Closing (385,824) 

2019/20 Opening (385,824) 

Closing (230,362) 

2020/21 Opening (230,362) 

Closing (584,824) 

2021/22 Opening (584,824) 

Closing (1,090,726) 

2022/23 Opening (1,090,726) 

Closing (1,001,080) 

2023/24 Opening (1,001,080) 

Closing 0 



79  

 

 
CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

F14 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR FINANCE FROM 
COUNCILLOR ADAM HIGGS 

“Finance Birmingham Ltd” 
 

 

Question: 
 

In each year since 2012, for Finance Birmingham Ltd what was a) amount 
invested on behalf of council b) dividends and interest earned from equity and 
loan investments c) amount written off? d) total amount paid by council to 
Finance Birmingham 

 
Answer: 

 
 

A) The Council originally invested in shares in Finance Birmingham Ltd (a wholly 
owned council company) of £50,001 in £1 shares. This has not changed. 

 
B) The dividends received by BCC since ownership amount to £2.050m, the 

detail and dates are shown in the table below. 

 
Financial year £m 

31-Mar-16 0.300 

31-Mar-17  

31-Mar-18 0.250 

31-Mar-19 0.500 

31-Mar-20  

31-Mar-21 0.500 

31-Mar-22 0.500 

 
2.050 

 
C) No amounts have been written off for Finance Birmingham 

 
D) No amounts have been paid by the council to support Finance Birmingham 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

G 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HEALTH AND 
SOCIAL CARE FROM COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE ALDEN 

“Day Centre users” 
 

 

Question: 
 

We have been informed by concerned carers that users of Day Centres who 
were health-funded, rather than social care-funded, are not being directly 
supported by the Council to transition to new centres and have been given a 
number to call if they wish to arrange this for themselves. Can you confirm 
what support is being offered to health-funded day centre users and how many 
there are at each facility who are being displaced? 

 
Answer: 

 
We are working closely with Health colleagues to support the two citizens who are 

CHC (Continuing Health Care) funded. We will support these two citizens in the 

same way that we support other citizens as a part of the wider transition of citizens to 

the Centre of their choice. 
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H1 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR ROGER HARMER 

Temporary Accommodation 

 

Question: 
 

Can you please provide the number of people in temporary accommodation as 

of 1 December 2024 and 1 January 2025 broken down by: 

1. All people in TA 

2. Children in TA 

3. Households in TA 
4. Households with Children in TA 

Answer: 
 

 
 December January 

All People in TA 20118 20236 

Children in TA 9899 9935 

Households in TA 5572 5576 

Households with Children 
in TA 

 
4334 

 
4345 
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H2 
 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR ZAKER CHOUDHRY 

Temporary Accommodation 

 

Question: 
 

How many children and adults have been living in temporary 

accommodation: 

5. Over 2 years 

6. Over 3 years 

7. Over 4 years 

8. Over 5 years 

9. Over 6 years 

10. Over 7 years 

11. Over 8 years 

12. Over 9 years 
13. Over 10 years 

Answer: 
 
 
 

Years in TA 
group 

 
Children 

 
Adults 

2 952 1091 

3 1025 1051 

4 745 746 

5 701 817 

6 430 521 

7 260 333 

8 125 189 

9 33 59 

10 47 115 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H3 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR ROBERT ALDEN 

“Licensing 1” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many inspections for a) selective licencing and b) additional licensing in 
each month since each scheme was introduced? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

Below is a table showing the number of compliance inspections undertaken by 
month for the Selective and Additional Licensing schemes. Whilst there were a 
number of inspections undertaken earlier; the inspection programme officially started 
in January 2024. 

 

 
 Additional licence Selective licence Total 

Oct 23  9 9 

Dec 23  11 11 

Jan 24  207 207 

Feb 24  267 267 

Mar 24  300 300 

Apr 24 2 338 340 

May 24 1 367 368 

Jun 24  648 648 

Jul 24 64 744 808 

Aug 24 4 537 541 

Sep 24 7 686 693 

Oct 24 65 1308 1373 

Nov 24 90 783 873 

Dec 24 1 499 500 

Jan 25 100 279 379 

Total 334 6983 7317 



84  

 

 
CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H4 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR DEIRDRE ALDEN 

“Licensing 2” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What percentage of properties were inspected within 12 months of having a) a 
selective license and b) an additional license issued? 

 
Answer: 

 
Since the inspection programme officially started in January 2024 a total of 7317 
Inspections have been completed. 

 
 Within 365 Days Over 365 Days 

Licensed Properties Inspection Complete: 

Additional 307 (92%) 27 (8%) 

Selective 6507 (93%) 476 (7%) 

Licensed Properties Awaiting Inspection: 

Additional 1828 502 

Selective 17534 3911 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H5 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID BARRIE 

“Licensing 3” 
 

 

Question: 
 

Please list income receiving for a) selective licensing and b) additional 
licensing in each month since each scheme was introduced? 

 
Answer: 

 
Since the introduction of the schemes in June 2023 so far we have received over 
39,000 applications out of an expected 62 000 applications. The fee is split into a 
Part A fee which relates to the determination of the licence application and a Part B 
fee which relates to the administration of the scheme, compliance, enforcement and 
other costs generated in running the scheme. The money received is to be used to 
fund the scheme for the full 5 years, therefore its use is not restricted to the financial 
year in which it was received. Legally, income received can only be spent on the 
operation of the schemes. This is a ring-fenced budget. 

 

 Selective Additional 

2023/24 April 583.74 321.04 
 May 349,866.22 13,066.76 
 June 1,300,049.32 42,716.64 
 July 959,174.33 55,000.77 
 August 2,142,068.03 130,924.33 
 September 2,251,559.64 125,901.82 
 October 778,183.94 40,134.67 
 November 940,286.90 31,604.91 
 December 1,093,801.13 96,439.66 
 January 1,369,595.34 136,218.43 

2024/25 February 1,585,461.42 43,397.77 
 March 1,340,963.19 17,722.47 
 April 1,032,145.07 52,209.80 
 May 1,149,101.07 62,084.04 
 June 1,062,022.17 51,685.53 
 July 824,956.96 62,563.86 
 August 1,009,363.70 24,949.82 
 September 1,929,941.55 47,857.93 
 October 2,780,631.86 261,741.95 
 November 811,131.41 37,398.55 
 December 282,923.04 30,093.89 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H6 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID PEARS 

“Licensing 4” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the total expenditure on inspections for a) selective licensing and b) 
additional licensing in each month since each scheme was introduced 

 
Answer: 

 
 

The Property Licensing Service consists of two primary teams: Applications and 

Compliance/Enforcement. Below are the monthly employee costs for officers within 

the Compliance/Enforcement team, who are responsible for conducting inspections. 

Employee costs represent the main expenditure. Additionally, there is a one-off cost 

for each new officer, which covers equipment. For Additional Licensing, this amounts 

to £20,506.68, and for Selective Licensing, it currently totals £59,803. 

Whilst budgets are split between the different schemes and it is possible to work out 

the employee costs for those job roles which undertake inspections, as per the below 

table. The expenditure used to support the specific officers within each of the 

schemes is not possible, except for the costs already discussed.  Between June 

2023 and December 2024, including employee and equipment costs the total 

expenditure for the Selective Licensing Scheme was £3.5 million and for the 

Additional Licensing Scheme it was £301 954. 

(Continued below). 
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Employee costs in £ 
 
 
 
 

 Employee Costs 

Additional Selective 

May-23 717.11 2,868.42 

Jun-23 1,409.01 5,636.03 

Jul-23 13,001.07 12,164.85 

Aug-23 6,946.29 10,348.45 

Sep-23 7,059.52 19,524.60 

Oct-23 6,914.05 17,092.75 

Nov-23 12,674.74 25,577.21 

Dec-23 11,196.87 36,701.57 

Jan-24 13,697.84 43,877.47 

Feb-24 14,061.41 81,149.39 

Mar-24 14,551.92 69,416.12 

Apr-24 3,664.33 79,851.51 

May-24 18,340.58 87,508.54 

Jun-24 18,864.13 93,273.96 

Jul-24 22,571.26 91,885.62 

Aug-24 21,597.51 95,263.85 

Sep-24 32,766.74 111,315.52 

Oct-24 40,637.50 126,252.44 

Nov-24 36,338.68 120,377.64 

Dec-24 42,383.99 146,898.71 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H7 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR MATT BENNETT 

“Licensing 5” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the total expenditure on scheme administration for a) selective 
licencing and b) additional licensing in each month since each scheme was 
introduced? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

Please Note: Expenditure of shared services will be apportioned from Selective to 
Additional at year end, as appropriate. Work is ongoing to retrospectively undertake 
this for 23/24. 

 
 Selective Additional 

2023/24 April 32,330.27 7,187.92 
 May 21,944.44 - 
 June 37,692.10 1,650.00 
 July 103,826.31 - 
 August 117,319.17 - 
 September 41,061.97 11,000.00 
 October 237,061.96 - 
 November 165,065.05 2,643.97 
 December 216,326.54 3,757.82 
 January -239795.28* 3,664.33 
 February 240,415.85 3,159.89 
 March 253,683.59 3,664.33 

2024/25 April 228,910.29 3,664.33 
 May 282,835.97 32,799.49 
 June 219,672.73 19,664.13 
 July 228,832.16 24,537.38 
 August 239,369.21 22,763.63 
 September 314,385.01 33,932.86 
 October 226,584.12 41,803.62 
 November 240,864.69 37,504.80 
 December 326,174.09 48,555.97 

*Negative value is a result of a one-off ledger maintenance exercise. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H8 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR KERRY BREWER 

“Licensing 6” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the net surplus\deficit for a) selective licensing and b) additional 
licensing in each month since each scheme was introduced? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

Since June 2023, we have received over 39,000 out of 62,000 expected 

applications. Applicants pay a Part A fee for determination of the licence upon 

application and the remainder as a Part B fee (for the administration, compliance, 

enforcement and other costs generated in running the scheme) when the licence is 

issued. The funds are used for the scheme's five-year duration and are not restricted 

by the financial year. Legally, income can only be spent on the operation of the 

schemes. This is a ring fenced budget. 

Initial years will result in a surplus to fund later years, calculated annually. For the 

financial year 23/24, £12.1 million of surplus funds were transferred to reserves. 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H9 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR DEBBIE CLANCY 

“Bathrooms and Kitchens” 
 

 

Question: 
 

In each month since April 2022, what was the total number of new bathrooms 
and kitchens fitted in council homes and how many complaints or concerns 
were raised about the quality of that work? 

 
Answer: 

 
 

The following table shows the new bathroom and kitchens installed since April 2022. 

There were 3 formal complaints made regarding the installations. 

Concerns and issues are raised on site and through structured contract meetings 
and these are usually resolved whilst the works are being undertaken or at the 
handover of the installation. 

 

  2022-23  

April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total 

Kitchens 63 87 95 79 46 73 54 78 52 59 85 95 866 
Bathrooms 32 42 61 49 30 45 33 56 39 44 57 80 568 

 

  2023-24  

April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total 

Kitchens 100 77 99 83 59 53 90 248 64 86 71 193 1223 
Bathrooms 69 54 73 64 39 33 56 202 43 50 37 149 869 

 

  2024-
25 

 

April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Total 

Kitchens 109 86 84 105 173 142 204 254 361 70 N/A N/A 1588 
Bathrooms 75 65 72 89 160 138 209 253 321 76 N/A N/A 1458 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H10 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR MAUREEN CORNISH 

“Older people in temporary accommodation” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many people over the age of a)65 b)70 c)80 d)90 have been placed in 
temporary accommodation since 2020? 

 
Answer: 

 
 
 
 

 Age 

Year 65 70 80 90 

2020 46 26 9 1 

2021 36 21 10 1 

2022 57 27 12 0 

2023 66 36 13 1 

2024 60 34 9 3 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

H11 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR HOUSING AND 
HOMELESSNESS FROM COUNCILLOR DARIUS SANDHU 

“Homeless relocation” 
 

 

Question: 
 

How many a) families and b) single people to which the council owes a 
homelessness duty have been relocated out of the City in each of the last ten 
years, which companies have been used for this and how much paid to each of 
them? 

 
 

Answer: 
 

Information available relates to the work of the Accommodation Finding Team (AFT) 

set up to secure homes in the private rented sector, for discharge of duty. The costs 

relate to the incentive required in order to secure a landlord willing to rent to a family, 

at Local Housing Allowance Rate, for a minimum term of a 24 month Assured 

Shorthold Tenancy. 

Please see the information requested below for private rented properties sourced 

outside of Birmingham. We are unable to provide a breakdown between singles and 

families as this data is not available. 
 

Year Number 
of 
Properties 

Cost (£) 

2022 38 121,482.14 

2023 73 265,967.22 

2024 96 431,119.05 

2025 3 22,000.00 

TOTAL 210 840,568.41 

 

Due to GDPR we are unable to provide details of individual landlords and payments 

made to individual landlords. In terms of companies see tables below. 

Costs 2022 
 

Accorn housing Cash incentive scheme 3,000.00 

Appeals 
apartments Ltd 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
5,692.29 

Aziz Properties Cash incentive scheme 6,000.00 
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Castledene Rent deposit scheme 800.00 

City Estates Cash incentive scheme 4,000.00 

Harrison Homes 
Ltd 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
23,000.00 

Jag Kedra Cash incentive scheme 7,273.86 

Help to Rent Cash incentive scheme 3,000.00 

Maybach Lettings Cash incentive scheme 6,400.00 

Pride Properties Cash incentive scheme 6,549.00 

Raj Cash incentive scheme 2,500.00 

Reloc8 Cash incentive scheme 22,600.00 

Private Landlords  30,666.99 
 
 

Costs 2023 
 

Abbas Halifax agent Cash incentive scheme 3,500.00 

Adullum Homes  1,192.32 

Aziz Properties Cash incentive scheme 17,397.68 

Big Help Cash incentive scheme 26,500.00 

Bridge Housing Cash incentive scheme 31,774.76 

CLK Homes Cash incentive scheme 10,500.00 

Crown Jules Cash incentive scheme 36,225.66 

H2R Cash incentive scheme 39,005.94 

Harrisons  2,500.00 

Maybach Lettings Cash incentive scheme 6,740.00 

National Housing 
Group 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
8,180.00 

Reloc8 Cash incentive scheme 45,955.00 

Royston & Lund Cash incentive scheme 8,600.00 

Sensory Housing Cash incentive scheme 13,200.00 

Smart Let Estates Cash incentive scheme 3,146.86 

United Maintenance 
Ltd 
Private Landlords 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
9,000.00 
2.549.00 

 
 

 
Costs 2024 

 

Agent Rent deposit scheme 1,561.00 

Ash Cash incentive scheme 18,000.00 

Bridge Housing Rent deposit scheme 27,492.87 

Bromford Housing Rent deposit scheme 585.02 

Chrome Residential Cash incentive scheme 35,000.00 

Citizon Housing 
Association 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
720.00 

Connells Cash incentive scheme 1,442.00 



94  

Crown Jules Cash incentive scheme 45,529.72 

Daniel Job Cash incentive scheme 1,595.00 

Daville Properties Cash incentive scheme 10,000.00 

Elite Housing Cash incentive scheme 14,000.00 

Heart4Homes Ltd Cash incentive scheme 27,336.61 

Help2Rent Cash incentive scheme 23,700.00 

Homes On The Go Ltd Cash incentive scheme 4,500.00 

Interlink Cash incentive scheme 7,195.00 

Jag Cash incentive scheme 7,049.00 

Kasharel Ltd Cash incentive scheme 4,650.00 

Maybach Cash incentive scheme 10,000.00 

Mr Subby Cash incentive scheme 2,588.55 

National Housing Group Cash incentive scheme 4,080.00 

Prem Cash incentive scheme 35,365.52 

Reloc8 Cash incentive scheme 67,452.00 

Salah  8,592.52 

Second City Housing 
Lease 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
4,500.00 

united maintenance Cash incentive scheme 4,500.00 

West Midlands Lettings 
Ltd 

 
Cash incentive scheme 

 
12,203.00 

Willow House 
Residential LTD 

 

Cash incentive scheme 
 

8,279.00 

Private Landlords 43,202.24 
 
 

Costs 2025 
 

Samar Zaman Cash incentive scheme 10000 

Reloc8 Cash incentive scheme 12000 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

I 
 

NO QUESTIONS RECEIVED FOR CABINET MEMBER FOR SOCIAL 

JUSTICE, COMMUNITY SAFETY & EQUALITIES 
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CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 

J1 
WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSFORMATION, 
GOVERNANCE AND HR FROM COUNCILLOR ROBERT ALDEN 

“Headcount” 
 

 

Question: 
 

What was the total Headcount and FTE by department on 1 January in 2023, 
2024 and 2025 and what is it expected to be on 1 July 2025 (including posts 
expected to be in place but not yet recruited to)? 

 
Answer: 

 
The figures provided (below) are exclusively based on the total headcount and FTE 
for employees within the BCC payroll system. Workers employed under casual, 
sessional, or contingent contracts have been excluded from these calculations. 

 

Total Headcount by Department 

Data Month 01/01/2023 01/01/2024 01/01/2025 

Adults Social Care 1598 2055 1912 

Children and Families 1456 1035 1073 

City Housing 1101 1145 1175 

City Operations 2197 2144 2036 

Council Management 2935 2889 2768 

Place, Prosperity & Sustainability 450 473 382 

Strategy, Equalities & Partnerships 123 198 167 

Commonwealth Games 2022 3 0 0 

Headcount Total 9863 9939 9513 

 

Total FTE by Department  

Data Month 01/01/2023 01/01/2024 01/01/2025 

Adults Social Care 1455 1818 1707 

Children and Families 1025 781 838 

City Housing 1066 1108 1139 

City Operations 1948 1920 1824 

Council Management 2469 2481 2380 

Place, Prosperity & Sustainability 429 455 370 

Strategy, Equalities & Partnerships 120 194 163 

Commonwealth Games 2022 3 0 0 

FTE Total 8514 8757 8422 
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We are unable to currently to forecast the staffing by July 2025 due to the ongoing in 
depth consultation with our Trade Union colleagues around a number of redesigns, 
restructures and development. 
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Was F7 NOW J2 

 

CITY COUNCIL – 28 JANUARY 2025 
J2 

WRITTEN QUESTION TO THE CABINET MEMBER FOR TRANSFORMATION, 
GOVERNANCE & HR FROM COUNCILLOR DAVID PEARS 

“Letters of Comfort” 
 

 

Question: 
 

For all council owned (or part owned) companies, 
please state whether a letter of comfort, letter of 
assurance, letter of guarantee or similar was written 
for 2024/25 and for each, if one is planned to be 
provided in 25/26. 

 
Answer: 

 
Letters have been provided to the following companies for 2024/25: 

• Propco 

• Inreach 

• Stockfield Community Trust Charity 

 
 

We will provide further letters of comfort if and when asked to do so. 
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