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NOTICE OF RECORDING  
 
  
Lord Mayor to advise that this meeting will be webcast for live or 

subsequent broadcast via the Council's Public-I microsite  (please click  

this link) and that members of the press/public may record and take 

photographs except where there are confidential or exempt items. 
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DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS  
 
  
Members are reminded they must declare all relevant  pecuniary and other 
registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at this 
meeting. 
  
If a disclosable pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not participate 
in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the room 
unless they have been granted a dispensation. 
  
If other registerable interests are declared a Member may speak on the 
matter only if members of the public are allowed to speak at the meeting but 
otherwise must not take part in any discussion or vote on the matter and 
must not remain in the room unless they have been granted a 
dispensation.     
  
If it is a ‘sensitive interest’, Members do not have to disclose the nature of 
the interest, just that they have an interest. 
  
Information on the Local Government Association’s Model Councillor Code of Conduct is 
set out via http://bit.ly/3WtGQnN. This includes, at Appendix 1, an interests flowchart 
which provides a simple guide to declaring interests at meetings.   
  
  

https://birmingham.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
https://birmingham.public-i.tv/core/portal/home
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F3WtGQnN.&amp;data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Edwards%40birmingham.gov.uk%7C584b94796ff54ecef40108dabd0febcd%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638030173317659455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=ea3cWQi91QbHi0WylsVMse%2BkOfFGJAm6SwDPlK576mg%3D&amp;reserved=0
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SPECIAL BUSINESS - HIGHBURY - A REPORT ON PROPERTY 
MATTERS FOR DECISION BY THE COUNCIL AS TRUSTEE  
 
  

30 minutes allocated (1330-1400) 

  
Councillor Marcus Bernasconi to move the following 
recommendations: 
  
That Full Council sitting as ‘Council as Trustee’: 
  
1. Notes that the transfer of property proposed in this report by the Council 

as Trustee to CHT and BCC raises potential conflicts of interests and 
these conflicts have and will continue be mitigated by: engaging 
external legal advisors to advise the Council as Trustee on the 
proposed disposals, seeking Charity Commission’s prior approval and 
consent to any actions taken under this report, obtaining independent 
external valuations on all Trust assets affected, and by excluding 
Council Members who are connected to CHT from debating or voting on 
this report. 

  
2. Authorises an application made to the Charity Commission to obtain 

either an Order for the disposal of Chamberlain House to Birmingham 
City Council free of any ongoing charitable trusts, and to apply the net 
proceeds of sale of any such disposal as directed by the Charity 
Commission by way of Scheme (if required) or otherwise applied in 
furtherance of Highbury Trust objects.  

  
3. Authorises the City Solicitor (or their delegate) to negotiate and settle 

any documents to give effect to transfer of Chamberlain House to 
Birmingham City Council by way of a Charity Commission Order. 

  
4. Agrees in principle the grant of a 125-year lease at a peppercorn rent to 

the Chamberlain Highbury Trust registered charity number 1169845 
(CHT) of Highbury Hall and adjoining trust land more particularly 
delineated in red on the plan attached at Appendix A subject to 
compliance with charity law and obtaining the Charity Commission’s 
prior consent by way of Order. 

  
5. Agrees that the net proceeds of sale raised from the disposal of surplus 

Trust property, namely 98 Queensbridge Road at commercial market 
valuation and in accordance with Charities Act 2011, shall accrue to 
Highbury Trust.  

  
6. Notes that a further report on progress will be presented to Full Council 

in approximately 6 months to update Full Council as Trustee on 
progress achieved and further decisions of Full Council as required. 

  
7. Authorises the City Solicitor and Monitoring Officer be authorised to 

continue to seek external professional legal advice, independent 
property valuations, negotiate lease terms with CHT and make 
applications to the Charity Commission for the purpose of progressing 
and implementing the above recommendations. 
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MINUTES  
 
  

To confirm and authorise the signing of the Minutes of the 
Meeting of the Council as Trustee held on 13 June 2023. 
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