INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE MONUMENT
SMALL HEATH PARK, YARDLEY

DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT

Significance of 21* February

The area of Birmingham surrounding Small Heath Park is home to the largest Bangladeshi
community in the city and one of the biggest in the UK. The Mother Language commemoration is an
annual event that takes place in Small Heath Park on 21* February. The significance of this date lies
in the fact that it was the day in 1952 when students from the University and colleges in Dhaka
demonstrated in large numbers for the recognition of Bengali as their national language. The then
government of East Pakistan countered the demonstration with violence and a number of students
were killed. This event is commemorated for the courage the students showed in sacrificing their
lives for their mother language.

Subsequently International Mother Language day was proclaimed by the General Conference of the
United Nations Edutational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in November 1999. On
16™ May 2009 the United Nations General Assembly called on its member states “to promote the
preservation and protection of all languages used by people of the world”. To this end and in
recognition of the sacrifice in Dhaka, 21* February is now celebrated as the International Mother
Language Day in many countries. :

Significance of Small Heath Park

Small Heath Park is an important site for the Bangladeshi community. On 28" March 1971 thousands
of Bangladeshis gathered there in support of Bangladesh’s independence. This day is still observed
each year at Small Heath Park by the Bangladeshi community in Birmingham and the West Midlands.
Each year a temporary structure is built to mark the day and around 400 people gather before
midnight on the eve of 21 February to pay their respects to those who lost their lives and to promote
the freedom to speak one’s mother tongue, peace and cultural diversity.

The need for a permanent fixture

There is an overwhelming interest and desire within the community for a permanent monument
evidenced by the support shown by the numbers gathered each year, for the last 4 or 5 years around
the temporary structure including the Bangladeshi Assistant High Commissioner. The structure will
‘provide a cultural focus within the park and reflect its history as the first location where the
Bangladesh flag was raised abroad following it’s recognition as an independent nation. It will also
form a backdrop for events and community cultural activities throughout the year. To drive the
project forward a committee, The International Mother Language Monument Project, has been
established through the Assistant High Commissioner’s office, which has raised funds for its erection
and future maintenance.



Location

The Council’s Parks Service have identified an area within Small heath Park that could be made
available for the monument accessed from the main circulatory path to the north of the park
adjacent to Coventry Road. This is an open area of grass set against a back drop of trees and the’
structure will be orientated to face into the park whilst still being visible form the public highway. It
will be approached by a short path and a circular paved area. See logation plan below:

Monument design and materials

The design of the structure is based on the original monument erected in Dhaka, and represents a
mother and her family. It comprises 5 pieces of steel framework with the centre piece (the mother)
standing 6m tall by 2.5m wide, the top third cantilevered, with a circular disc fixed to the centre of
the frame at the front. The two pieces either side of the centre piece are 4.5m tall by 1.5m wide and
the outer pieces are 3m tall by 1m wide. They all have infill panels of 16mm vertical round bars, are
galvanised and polyester powder-coated in white with the circular disc in red. The five pieces are
fitted via steel base plates to a 1m high by 2m wide polished concrete plinth arranged in an arc with
a 500mm polished concrete seat in front engraved with some lines of poetry celebrating mother

tongue.
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Trees

The location has been chosen to impact minimally on the surrounding trees but it is required to
remove one small struggling cherry tree. The structure and excavations for the foundations will be
outside the root protection zones of the remaining trees which will create an attractive back drop to
the monument. The removal of the tree has been discussed with the City’s Principal Arboriculturist,
Alan Wallbank who advised that this would be acceptable given its condition. Its shown below just
behind the camera column.

Community Consultation

The International Mother Language Monument Project (IMLMP) has undertaken consultation within
the local community and has a letter of support from Jess Philip’s M.P. for Birmingham Yardley. The
previous Bangladeshi Assistant High Commissioner presented the proposals last year to the Public
Art Gateway Group and the IMLMP has met with the Friends of Small Heath Park, agreeing to
present in due course the proposals to the Small Heath Ward Committee and the Trusts and Charites
Committee, who manage the park on behalf of the Trust, and have been notified through this
application.

Programme

It is intended to complete the construction of the monument, subject to all necessary approvals by
February 2020 in time for the 2020 International Mother Language day celebrations.

23" July 2019

The Landscape Practice Group
Birmingham City Council
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Raised concrete platform

SIDE ELEVATION OF
THE MONUMENT
Scale: 1/50

D CJ Nov19 Elevation plan amended after revised
structural design

C CJ Oct18 Height of the monument has been
© reduced to 4m + 1m plinth following
meeting with Planning
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1. D NOT SCALE THIS DRAWING. FOR DISCREPANCIES OR OMISSIONS CONTACT THE
ENGWEER PROR TO WORK COMMENCING.

2. MATERIALS AND WORKMANSHIP ARE TO COMPLY IN ALL RESPECTS WITH CURRENT
BRITESH_STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS, DRMISH STANDARG CODE OF PRASTICE, AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS.

3. THE COPYRIGHT DF THIS DRAWING IS VESTED B THE CNGINEER AND WUST NOT BE
COPIED OR REPROGUCED WITHOUT WRITTEN CONSENT.

4, THE CONTRACTOR IS TO CHECK AND VERIFY ALL BULDING AND SITE DIMENSIONS,
LEVELS AND STWER [NVIRT LEVELS AT CONNECTION POINTS GEFDRE WCRK COMMENCES.

3. THIS DRAWING (% TD READ [N CONJUNCTION WITH ALL RELEVANT SPECIFICATIONS AND
DRAWINGS ISSUED BY THE ENCINEER, ARCHITECT AND OTHER SPECWLISTS.

SIEELWORK NOTES:
1. THIS BULDING HAS BEDE DESIGNED AS A CLASS 2A/20 BUILDING IN AGCORDANCE
WTH BuILCING REGULATIONS PART ' FOR DISPROPORTIONATE COLLAPSE.

2. ALL STEELWORK IS TO GE ™ ACCORDANCE WITH NATIONAL STRUCTURAL STEELWORX
SPECIFICATION FIFTH EDMEN.

3. STEELWORX TO BE FADRICATED TO EXECUTION CLASS EXC2
4. WAT ROLLED STEELWORK GRADES TO BS EN 10025 TO BE AS FOLLOWS:

INTERNAL STEELWORK

MINIMUM STEEUWORK GRADES TO BE

S5 385 JR (ROLLED SECTIONS LESS THAN 25mm IN THICKNESS)

5 355 JD (NOLLED SCCTIONS GREATER THAN 25mm N THICKNESS)
5 333 JOK (HOLLOW SECTIONS)

EXTERNAL STEELWORK

MINIMUM STCELWORK CRADES TO BE

S 355 JD (ROULED SECTONS)

S 355 JDH (HOLLOW SEETIONS)

5, ALL STEELWORK CONNECTION BOLTS ARE TO BE CRADE B HOT DIP CALVANISED TO
EN 150 1841

6. ALL STEQWORK TO BE CRIT DLASTED & PAINTED WITH A MINIMUM OF 73 WICRONS
ZING PHOSPHATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STRUCTURAL SPECIFICATION.

7. AL STECLWORK EXPOSED WITHIN THE CAVITY [S TO BE PAINTED ON ZTE WiTH 2
COATS OF BITUMEN PAINT.

B, WINIMUM STEEL CONNECTION (NOT DETWLED) TO BE 1Dmm THICK END PLATES AND
4No. W20 CRADE 8.8 BOLTS. ALL WELDS T0 BE Gmm FULL PROFILE FILLET WILDS.

. PRICR TO THE FABRICATION OF ANY STECL WEMBERS, THE CONTRACTOR IS T0
SUBMIT FABRICATION DRAWINGS TO THE ENGINEER FOR APPROVAL, N ASCORDANCE WITH
THE SPECIACATION.

10. AL WELD SIZES INUICATED ON THS DRAWING ARE LEG LENGTH WELDS.,
IRENCHFILL FOUNDATION NOTES:

1. FOUNDATION SITES ARE TO BE AS NOTED. FOUNCATIONS ARE TO BE SET OUT

CENTRALLY ABOUT WALLS/COLUMIS THEY SUPPORT (LNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE). FOR
WALL & COLUMN SETTING GUT SEE ALL RELEVANT ARCHITETTS GRAWINGS.

2. CONCROTE MK TO BS8530

STRIP FOUNDATIONS — GRADE GENJ CONCRETE

AGGREGATE SIZE TO 8E 20mm

3, FOUNDATIONS ARE TO BE FORMED [N THE SANDY CLAY, AT A MINWUM DEFTH OF 1m
BELOW EXSTING CROUND LEVELS, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THL ENGINELR AND
THE BUILDING INSPECTOR.

4. THE FOUNDATIONS MAVE BEDN DESICNED TO LIMIT THE INCREASE BEARNG PRESSURE
AT FORMATION LEVEL 70 BG&N/m2.

5. ToP OF ALL FOUNDATIONS TD BE —450mm BELDW INTERNAL FINIGKED FLOOR LEVEL
UNLISS NOTED CTHERWISE N THE DRAWING,

8. WHERE THE GONTRACTDR NEEDS TO PRDVIDE DAY JOINTS IN THE TRENCH FILL
FOUNDARONS, A MINIMUM 1.0m LENGTH OF A142 FABRC Wi BE REOLWRCD TO BE LAID
ACRCSS JOINTS.

7. CONTRACTOR IS T BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ENSURING THAT FOUNDATION TRENCHES
ARE NOT LEFT OPEN DVER NIEHT.
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