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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Director of Regulation & Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 14th April 2025 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: Vani Store, 140 Heathfield Road, Lozells, 
Birmingham, B19 1JF 

Ward affected: Lozells 

Contact Officer: 
 

David Kennedy, Principal Licensing Officer,                         
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption off the premises) to operate 
from 06:00am until 12:00midnight (Monday to Sunday).  
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 06:00am until 12:00midnight (Monday to Sunday).  
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application, having 
regard to: 

- The submissions made by all parties 
- The Statement of Licensing Policy 
- The Public Sector Equality Duty 
- The s182 Guidance  

 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 21st February 2025 in respect of Vani Store, 
140 Heathfield Road, Lozells, Birmingham, B19 1JF. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons.  
 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s Corporate 
Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
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5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
Krishnapillai  Peraoarab applied on 21st February 2025 for the grant of a Premises Licence for Vani 
Store, 140 Heathfield Road, Lozells, Birmingham, B19 1JF. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 and 2.   
 
The application is attached at Appendix 3. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with West Midlands Police and the applicant, which are attached at 
Appendix 4. 
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 5.   
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham City 
Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 
s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps as it 
considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copies of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 and 2.    
Application Form, Appendix 3. 
Conditions agreed with West Midlands Police, Appendix 4. 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 5.   
 

 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1 

 
 
 
From: Councillor Waseem Zaffar   
Sent: 17 March 2025 09:47 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Objection to Off-Licence Application at 140 Heathfield Road, Lozells, B19 1JF 
 
Dear Licensing Department, 
 
Please find enclosed a petition signed by 163 residents of Lozells, Birmingham, strongly objecting to the 
application for an off-licence at 140 Heathfield Road, B19 1JF. The proposed operating hours of 6:00 AM to 
12:00 AM (midnight) are deeply concerning to our community. 
 
Our primary objections stem from the location's close proximity to multiple educational institutions, 
including Heathfield School (nursery, infant, and junior), Brightstart Nursery, and Lime Tree Children's 
Centre, all within a 200-yard radius.  
 
The presence of an off-licence so near these schools raises serious concerns about: 

• Increased visibility and accessibility of alcohol to young children. 

• Potential for underage access to alcohol. 

• Increased risk of anti-social behaviour near schools. 
 
Furthermore, Heathfield Road and the surrounding area have a high concentration of Houses in Multiple 
Occupation (HMOs) housing vulnerable individuals, many of whom have existing alcohol dependencies. The 
easy availability of alcohol will exacerbate these issues, leading to: 

• Increased risk of public drunkenness and related anti-social behaviour. 

• Hindrance of support efforts for vulnerable residents. 
 
The proposed extended operating hours, particularly the 6:00 AM opening time, are likely to contribute to: 

• Increased noise, litter, and anti-social behaviour. 

• Increased traffic. 

• A negative impact on the quality of life and sense of security for residents. 
 
The lack of off street parking is also a huge issue and would lead to major challenges on a busy junction. 
 
We believe that the proposed location and operating hours are wholly inappropriate for a residential area 
with a high concentration of schools and vulnerable residents. This application directly conflicts with our 
community's desire to create a safe and nurturing environment. 
 
We urge Birmingham City Council to reject this application in its entirety, considering: 

• The potential impact on children and vulnerable residents. 

• The cumulative effect of alcohol availability in the area. 

• The need to maintain a safe and peaceful environment for all residents. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Best wishes, 
Waseem 
 
Cllr. Waseem Zaffar MBE  
Labour, Lozells 
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From: Councillor Waseem Zaffar   
Sent: 18 March 2025 00:09 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Re: Objection to Off-Licence Application at 140 Heathfield Road, Lozells, B19 1JF 
 
And to further add that this proposed off license will be next to a children’s playground that the public 
access.  
 
 
Best wishes, 
Waseem 
Cllr. Waseem Zaffar MBE  
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Appendix 2  

 
From:  
Sent: 22 February 2025 19:04 
To: Licensing  
Subject: Objection to sale of Alcohol licence request  
 
We would kindly ask for the application for the sale of alcohol for consumption off 140 Heathfield 
Road Birmingham B19 1JF to be rejected as: 
The Lozells area is already suffering from high rates of crime & anti social behaviour. Giving 
permission for another off-licence in a highly saturated residential area would only exacerbate issues. 
 
The shop is in close proximity to several educational establishments (Heathfield Primary School, 
Mayfield School, Bright Start Childcare Nursery) and religious establishments (Masjid As Safa, Shree 
Geeta Bhawan.) (All within 0.2 miles) 
 
The shop is also in close proximity to several Housing Associations which provide accommodation to 
vulnerable residents. Not to mention, the fact the business is located is next to children’s park (Finch 
Road Park), which will become an epicentre of anti social and drunken behaviour, as well as an 
increase in littering. 
 
There is already an off licence located in close proximity ( Heathfield Supermarket, 208-212 Heathfield 
Road, B19 1JQ) (0.2 miles). 
 
So there is no need for another off-licence in a largely Muslim community that do not consume 
alcohol and a community in which there is an already high crime rate but gets very little Police 
presence since the Police are so understaffed. 
 
There has been no consultation with local residents  
 
In summary, allowing this off-licence would only aggravate issues of public nuisance, crime & 
disorder, bring little to no benefit to our community. We as a community always seek to secure public 
safety, & ensure that our children are protected from harm. 
 
Thus, We, the local community would like to oppose the application for an off-licence on the 
aforementioned premises. 
 
Kind Regards,  
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Appendix 3 
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Appendix 4 
 

From: bw licensing  
Sent: 04 March 2025 09:14 
To: Licensing   
Cc: pmblicensing  
Subject: FW: [External]: FW: Vani Store - Grant -1610583 
 
Good Morning Licensing, 
 
With regard to the premises licence application for Vani Store, 140 Heathfield Road, Birmingham. B19 1JF 
 
West Midlands Police have reviewed this application and are happy that if the below conditions are added 
to the licence, then the licensing objectives will be met and promoted.  
 
The below conditions have been agreed with the applicant, as per below email chain who is copied in this. 
 

• Signage will be displayed at the exit of the premises requesting customers leaving the premises 
late at night to do so quietly and with consideration so as not to disturb nearby residents. 

• There shall be no sale of beer, lager, or cider with an ABV content above 6.5% ABV save for 
premium products 

• Single cans or bottles of beer or cider shall not be sold save for premium products.  
• During the hours of operation of the premises, the licence holder shall ensure sufficient measures 

are in place to remove and prevent litter or waste arising or accumulating from customers in the 
area immediately outside the premises, and that this area shall be swept and or washed, and 
litter and sweepings collected and stored in accordance with the approved refuse storage 
arrangements by close of business. 

• The premises will not make deliveries of alcohol. 
• The CCTV will be checked to ensure that it is working each week. The time of the check, the 

identity of the person carrying this out and the result of it will be recorded in the incident log. 
• Single plastic cups will not be sold to accompany the sale of any alcoholic product. 

 
 
If the above conditions are imposed onto the licence then West Midlands Police have no objection to this 
licence application. 
 
Regards and thanks 
 
 
 
 
PC 8209 LITTLER 
Licensing 
Police headquarters 
Lloyd House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hi Paul  
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My client is happy for the below conditions to be included in the application for a Premises Licence at  
 
Vani 140 Heathfield Rd  
 
I have listed them below let me know what you think:- 
 

• Signage will be displayed at the exit of the premises requesting customers leaving the premises 
late at night to do so quietly and with consideration so as not to disturb nearby residents. 

• There shall be no sale of beer, lager, or cider with an ABV content above 6.5% ABV save for 
premium products 

• Single cans or bottles of beer or cider shall not be sold save for premium products.  
• During the hours of operation of the premises, the licence holder shall ensure sufficient measures 

are in place to remove and prevent litter or waste arising or accumulating from customers in the 
area immediately outside the premises, and that this area shall be swept and or washed, and 
litter and sweepings collected and stored in accordance with the approved refuse storage 
arrangements by close of business. 

• The premises will not make deliveries of alcohol. 
• The CCTV will be checked to ensure that it is working each week. The time of the check, the 

identity of the person carrying this out and the result of it will be recorded in the incident log. 
• Single plastic cups will not be sold to accompany the sale of any alcoholic product. 

 
 
 
Patrick  
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Appendix 5  
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