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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

LICENSING
SUB-COMMITTEE B
25 MARCH 2025

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE B HELD
ON TUESDAY 25 MARCH 2025 AT 1000 HOURS AS AN ON-LINE MEETING.

PRESENT: - Councillor Saddak Miah in the Chair.
Councillors Adam Higgs and Carmel Corrigan.

ALSO PRESENT

Shaid Yasser — Licensing Section
Joanne Swampillai — Legal Services
Katy Poole — Committee Services

(Other officers were also present for web streaming purposes but were not
actively participating in the meeting)
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NOTICE OF RECORDING/WEBCAST

The Chair advised the meeting that the meeting would be webcast for live or
subsequent broadcast via the Council's Public-l microsite (please click this
link) and that members of the press/public may record and take photographs
except where there are confidential or exempt items.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were reminded that they must declare all relevant pecuniary and other
registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at the meeting.

If a disclosable pecuniary interest was declared, a Member must not participate in
any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the room unless they
had been granted a dispensation.

If other registerable interests were declared, a Member may speak on the matter
only if members of the public were allowed to speak at the meeting but otherwise
must not take part in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in
the room unless they have been granted a dispensation.

If it was a ‘sensitive interest’, Members did not have to disclose the nature of the
interest, just that they have an interest.

Information on the Local Government Association’s Model Councillor Code of
Conduct was set out via http://bit.ly/3WtGQnN. This included, at Appendix 1, an
interests flowchart which provided a simple guide to declaring interests at
meetings.
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3/250325  APOLOGIES AND NOTIFICATION OF NOMINEE MEMBERS

Apologies had been submitted on behalf of Councillor Sybil Spence and Council
Carmel Corrigan was the nominated substitute Member.

LICENSING ACT 2003 — PREMISES LICENCE — SUMMARY REVIEW - THE
SPOTTED DOG, WARWICK STREET, DIGBETH, BIRMINGHAM, B12 ONH.

On Behalf of the Applicant

Maak Swallow — West Midlands Police (WMP)

On behalf of the Premises Licence Holder

Adrian Curtis — Solicitor
Sean Tighe — New Premises Licence Holder (PLH)
Nick Wells — New Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS)

* % %

The Chair introduced the Members and Officers present and asked if there were
any preliminary points for the Sub-Committee to consider. No preliminary points
were made.

Mark Swallow made a preliminary request that the hearing be held in private due
to the seriousness of the matter, which was scheduled to be heard in Crown
Court. Therefore, WMP did not want to prejudice those proceedings by the
hearing being held in public.

All parties agreed with the request.

That Chair advised that the meeting would be held in private.

The Chair outlined the procedure to be followed at the hearing and invited the
Licensing Officer to present his report. Shaid Yasser, Licensing Section, outlined

the report.

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

04/250325 RESOLVED

That in accordance with Regulation 14 of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearing)
Regulations 2005, the public be excluded from the hearing due to the sensitive
nature of the evidence to be presented.
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The public were re-admitted to the meeting and the summary decision of the
Sub-Committee was announced and the full written decision was sent to all
parties as follows: -

5/250325 RESOLVED

That, having reviewed the premises licence held under the Licensing Act
2003 in respect of The Spotted Dog, Warwick Street, Digbeth, Birmingham
B12 ONH, following an application for an expedited review made on behalf of
the Chief Officer of West Midlands Police, this Sub-Committee hereby
determines that:

e the interim steps which were imposed at the meeting of 3@ March 2025
shall be lifted and replaced with all those conditions which were agreed
between the parties in advance of the meeting, and

e those agreed conditions shall thereafter form the final Summary Order

The conditions are as per the Committee Report, namely:

1. Michael John Tighe will be removed as Designated Premises Supervisor
and be replaced by Nicholas Wells

2. Michael John Tighe will relinquish the premises license for the premises
and be replaced by Sean Tighe

3. No persons under the age of 18 years will work at the premises

4. No persons under the age of 18 years will be allowed entry to the premises
as customers unless accompanied by a person aged 18 years or over

5. The premises will have a vulnerability policy. The vulnerability policy will be
made available on request to any person from the responsible authorities

6. When the premises is conducting licensable activity Michael John Tighe will
not be on the premises [ie the building]

7. The premises will not reopen until all of the above are in place

When reading out the decision at the end of the meeting, the Chair confirmed
to all parties that the effect of the decision was that the premises could
resume trading under the new conditions with immediate effect.

The Sub-Committee's reasons for the decision came after hearing
recommendations from West Midlands Police regarding a serious crime
incident, the details of which were in the Superintendent’s certificate and
application (in the Committee Report).

West Midlands Police attended the meeting. The premises’ solicitor also
attended; he was accompanied by two persons from the premises.

The meeting was conducted in private session after the Sub-Committee
considered an application made by West Midlands Police under regulation
14(2) of the Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005. The Police
explained that the matter related to a serious crime incident, and that the
public should therefore be excluded. The premises’ solicitor remarked that he
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agreed that this was the correct course. The Sub-Committee therefore
conducted the meeting in private session.

The Sub-Committee heard detailed submissions from both West Midlands
Police and the solicitor for the premises. The Police advice to the Sub-
Committee was that the interim steps imposed on the last occasion should be
lifted and replaced with the suite of conditions agreed between the parties.
The Sub-Committee was aware that the Guidance issued by the Secretary of
State under section 182 of the Act was that the Police were the experts in all
aspects of the prevention of crime and disorder, including serious crime.

The Sub-Committee noted that the suite of conditions was in the Report and
asked questions. The solicitor for the premises answered these satisfactorily.
The two persons from the premises also addressed the Sub-Committee
directly. The Members found all to be in order.

In deliberating, the Sub-Committee determined that the parties had arrived at
an agreed position which addressed the risk of further serious crime. The
Police had informed the Sub-Committee of their firm recommendation. It was
for this reason that the Sub-Committee resolved to lift the interim steps which
had been imposed on the last occasion, namely the suspension of the licence
and removal of the original designated premises supervisor.

The Sub-Committee replaced those interim steps with the suite of new
conditions in the Committee Report, and directed that the suite of new
conditions should thereafter be adopted as the final Summary Order. The
premises was therefore free to resume trading immediately, with the new
suite of conditions in place.

In reaching this decision, the Sub-Committee has given due consideration to
the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy, the latest version of the
Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 by the
Secretary of State, the application and certificate issued by West Midlands
Police under section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003, the written
representations, and the submissions made at the hearing by West Midlands
Police, by the solicitor for the premises, and by persons from the premises.

All parties are reminded that under the provisions contained within Schedule
5 to the Licensing Act 2003, there is the right of Appeal against the decision
of the Licensing Authority to the Magistrates’ Court, such an appeal to be
made within twenty-one days of the date of notification of the decision.

The determination of the Sub-Committee, save for the lifting and replacing of
the original interim steps, which enables the premises to resume trading
under the new conditions, does not have effect until the end of the twenty-one
day period for appealing against the decision or, if the decision is appealed
against, until the appeal is determined.
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The meeting ended at 1127 hours.




