
 

KINGS NORTON SOUTH WARD FORUM MEETING – ACTION NOTES RECORDING 
 

WARD:  Kings Norton South DATE: Thursday 7th December 2023 

VENUE: Hawksley Community Centre START/FINISH TIMES: 6:00 pm – 7:40 pm  

COUNCILLOR/S: Rob Grant NOs OF ATTENDEES: 9 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE: Tof Islam – Neighbourhood Action Co-

ordinator, Kerry Leslie – Community Development & Support Officer, 

Preety Sohpal – Community Governance Manager  

VISITING SPEAKER(S): Neighbourhood Police Team for Kings Norton South 

 

CURRENT WARD ACTION PLAN PRIORITIES: 

• A Prosperous Kings Norton South 

• A Inclusive Kings Norton South 

• A Safe Kings Norton South 

• A Healthy Kings Norton South 

• A Green Kings Norton South 

• A Local Kings Norton South 

 

MATTERS DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING INCLUDING LOCAL CONCERNS: 

1. Welcome, Introductions & Notice of Recording 

Councillor Grant introduced himself and welcomed residents for attending the ward forum meeting and advised that members of the press/public may 

be present, could record and take photographs of the meeting.  

 

2. Local Police Update 

The Neighbourhood Police Team gave an update on work they are currently doing which includes 

• The main work they are currently doing is identifying youths who are causing ASB behaviour in Hawksley Square. 5 arrests have been made and 

they have been charged with various crimes 

• With Christmas approaching, officers are being posted elsewhere based on demand which is mainly in the City Centre. Most, if not all, 

Neighbourhood Police Teams have been redirected to other areas over the Christmas period 



 

• The current crime statistics from Nov 2022-Nov 2023 are, domestic, burglaries and car crimes have reduced by 56% and robberies have 

increased by 16% 

Q&A 

➢ With Neighbourhood Police Teams redirected, does this impact response to emergencies? – There are dedicated response teams to respond to 999 

calls therefore this does not affect response to emergencies 

➢ Is there still a team or an officer that works with pupils in the local schools? – PC Shakespeare is a School Liaison Officer and covers all secondary 

schools in the ward. He also visits other schools outside the ward to educate and do talks on knife crime 

➢ Are there more Domestic Violence victims coming forward? – There is always a steady amount unfortunately however not all victims who report DV 

make a statement therefore it is difficult to make prosecution 

➢ Who can we contact to arrange for speedwatch and streetwatch? – This is run by a PCSO under a separate team 

➢ Do the police use drones and are there any drones based in Kings Norton? – Drone teams come out on a lot of jobs and have thermal detections 

therefore making it easier to see and make arrests. There is one drone based in Bournville and one in Perry Barr 

➢ Has the S114 affected Police? – No, the police operate on a separate funding allocation not related to local councils 

 

3. Local Engagement Project – Tof Islam 

Tof Islam introduced himself to residents as the Neighbourhood Action Coordinator for the ward. He explained that he spoke to police about speedwatch 

and streetwatch, as there have been multiple complaints from residents about speeding. Street and speed watch could reduce crime in the area. Tof will 

keep residents updated when he has spoken to someone in the police to arrange a speedwatch. 

 

The local scouts group are trying to create a more accessible venue. The current venue they use is very cold and no wheelchair access is available. If you 

or anyone you know may like to get involved in this project, please email Tof on Tof.Islam@birmingham.gov.uk  

 

4. Road, Pavements & Street Lighting 

The Councillor gave an update on the Highways works taking place in the area 

• There have been multiple reports of speeding on Mass House Lane by the college and there being no parking spaces. He met with Stuart, the 

Highways engineer from Kier, and talks have started to potentially get double yellow lines to reduce the issue. He is working with Councillor 

Aitken, the councillor for Kings Norton North to make this happen by combining ward funds. The Highways budget is unaffected by the S114 

notice issued by the city council. There will be a new budget announced before Christmas which will give a better idea of what money can be 

spent 



 

• There is a crossing point being put in on Edgewood Road to make it easier for those with mobility issues and to add a central barrier to act as a 

traffic calming measure 

• The workmen working on the new build houses on Redditch Road and Northfield Road have created lots of ditches and the roads are in a poor 

state. There is a petition to restore the pavement on Redditch Road by ALDI. The current pavement is too thin and difficult to use for those on 

mobility scooters and wheelchair users. The pavement on the opposite side are to be reinstated 

• Tunnel Lane Park will be completed soon. The Councillor is working with Tof to create of a Friends of Group for that park and if any residents 

would like to get involved, please contact Tof, Tof.Islam@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

5. Cost of Living Support 

The Councillor explained he was invited to visit and volunteer at a Foodbank in the Kings Norton industrial estate on Castle Road, by Lifford Lane. They 

have been operating for 10 years. There were unfortunately extensive queues at the foodbank. Northfield Community Partnerships are available for 

support.  

 

Please see appendices one for support if you, or someone you know is affected by the Cost of Living crisis. 

 

 

 

 

AOB: 

• Hawksley Square – back of the shops the paving slabs are dangerous and a serious trip hazard. The Councillor will make Stuart from Kier aware 

• Hills Mead Road demolition will begin next summer potentially 

• Eckington Walk was cleaned up a few months ago 

• Left to the towerblocks on Shannon Road was previously piled with rubbish which had been cleared in the past and has stayed clear 

• If you’d like a litter clean up on your road, please contact The Councillor and he will bring the equipment to arrange this 



 

Appendices One 

 



 
 


