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Licensing and Public Protection Committee — 15 January 2025

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

LICENSING AND
PUBLIC PROTECTION
COMMITTEE

15 JANUARY, 2025

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING
AND PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE HELD
ON TUESDAY, 15 JANUARY, 2025 AT 1030
HOURS AT THE COUNCIL HOUSE,
BIRMINGHAM B1 1BB

PRESENT: - Councillor Sam Forsyth in the Chair;

Councillors Jilly Bermingham, Carmel Corrigan, Barbara Dring,
Ray Goodwin, Adam Higgs, Ziaul Islam, Saddak Miah. Julien
Pritchard and Penny Wagg.

NOTICE OF RECORDING/WEBCAST

The Chair advised that this meeting would be webcast for live or subsequent
broadcast via the Council’s Public-I microsite (please click this link) and that
members of the press/public could record and take photographs except where
there were confidential or exempt items.

The business of the meeting and all discussions in relation to individual
reports are available for public inspection via the web-stream.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Members were reminded they must declare all relevant pecuniary and

other registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at this
meeting. If a disclosable pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not
participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the
room unless they have been granted a dispensation.

Councillor Barbara Dring informed the Committee of her intention to declare a
non-pecuniary interest in item 5 on the agenda, as the applicant and having
supported residents with the application to register the land at Glenmead Road
as a village green.
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APOLOGIES

An apology was received from Councillors Maureen Cornish, Diane
Donaldson, Basharat Mahmood and Sybil Spence for non-attendance.

MINUTES

Councillor Barbara Dring asked that it be ensured that an item on Epipens
was included on a future agenda.

The minutes of the last formal meeting held on 11 September 2024, having
been previously circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chair.

APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF A TOWNI/VILLAGE
GREEN AT THE GLENMEAD UNATTACHED SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD,
GLENMEAD ROAD, PERRY BARR

At 1035 hours Councillor Barbara Dring left the meeting having already made
a non-pecuniary declaration of interest in this item as the applicant of the
Oscott Ward under section 15(2) of the Act to register the land at ‘Glenmead
Unattached School Playing Field’, Glenmead Road, Perry Barr, Birmingham,
B44 8UQ (“the Application Site”) as a town/village green.

The following report of the Legal Services - Corporate Law & Deputy
Monitoring Officer was submitted:-

(See document attached)

Tarndip Sidhu, Principal Lawyer presented the report relating to the
application for the registration of a town/village green at ‘Glenmead
Unattached School Playing Field’, Glenmead Road, Perry Barr in Oscott
ward (“the Application”). The Application is required to be considered and
determined by the Council in its capacity as Registration Authority in
accordance with the Commons Act 2006 (“the Act”).

Tarndip Sidhu informed that the application had been supported by a
significant amount of the local community. Reference was made to
paragraph 4.4 of the report relating to the statutory tests and how the
application had met the criteria. An objection had been received from the
Landowner, Birmingham City Council Education Department on the basis
that the site was currently classified as an unattached school playing field
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(“USPF”) which was available for schools to use on a hire basis should they
wish to/need to. Although there had not been any official school use of the
site for some time.

The report seeks the determination of the Application by the Licensing and
Public Protection Committee. Following a careful evaluation of the
Application and supporting evidence by officers, it is considered that all the
criteria in the statutory tests had been satisfied and it is recommended in the
report that the application is approved.

During the discussion that ensued Members expressed their support for the
application as a community asset and noted its importance for the local
community. It was unanimously agreed:-

RESOLVED:-

That the Licensing and Public Protection Committee approve the application
for the registration of a town/village green at ‘Glenmead Unattached School
Playing Field’, Glenmead Road, Perry Barr.

REGULATION & ENFORCEMENT REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES
2025-26

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

The Director of Regulation & Enforcement presented the report to the
Committee giving an update on the Corporate Charging Policy and Financial
Regulations requiring that fees and charges levied by the Licensing and
Public Protection Committee be reviewed on an annual basis to ensure the
continued full recovery of costs where possible. Some Statutory Services had
nationally set fees, and these do not always meet the full cost recovery for
that service.

It should be noted that some of the fees relating to areas which come within
the Committee’s remit were set nationally through statute, and these could
not be varied by the Committee. These were indicated in the report.

All fees and charges had been set with the objective of maximising income
so far as was possible within legal constraints and market forces. The
council’s recommendation is that a 10% increase was considered.
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This report deals with fees and charges within the control of the LPPC
Committee as listed in 3.1 to 3.8 other than the fees charged by the
Licensing Service and Acivico which will be considered in separate reports

The areas covered were as follows:

» Appendix 1 — Review of Charges for Trading Standards.

» Appendix 2(a) — Review of Charges for Environmental Health

» Appendix 2(b) — Review of Animal Welfare charges

» Appendix 2(c) — Review of Charges for FPNs issued by Environmental
Health

» Appendix 2(d) — Review of Charges for Pest Control

» Appendix 3 — Review of Charges for Register Office, including statutory
fees to note - (Table 5).

» Appendix 4 — Review of Charges for the Coroner’s Service

* Appendix 5 — Highway Licence Fees

Officers reported on the various services set out in the report and during the
discussion that ensued responded to questions from Members:-

Members made reference to the cost of the fee for the Domestic Treatment
of Rats which was free of charge until the previous year. Members
expressed the view that their position remained unchanged and that this
service should be provided free of charge to residents of Birmingham.
Members therefore opposed the cost of the fee for the service and requested
that this cost be deleted.

The Chairman put the proposal which was moved and seconded to the vote
and by a show of hands it was unanimously agreed that the Licensing and
Public Protection Committee did not approve the introduction of the charge
for the provision of pest control treatments for domestic rats in the house or
garden. The treatment for domestic rats in the house or garden should
therefore be free.

RESOLVED:-

That the LPPC Committee resolves:-

i. That the changes to the fees and charges for Trading Standards
Services, as detailed in Appendix 1, be approved to take effect from 1
April 2025;
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

That the changes to the fees and charges for Environmental Health
Services, as detailed in Appendix 2(a), be approved to take effect from
1 April 2025.

That the changes to the fees and charges for Animal Welfare
Services, as detailed in Appendix 2(b), be approved to take effect from
1 April 2025.

That the changes to the fees and charges for Environmental Health
Fixed Penalty Notices, as detailed in Appendix 2(c), be approved to
take effect from 1 April 2025.

That the changes to the fees and charges for Pest Control Services,
as detailed in Appendix 2(d), be approved to take effect from 1 April
2025 subject to the following:-

Members resolved that in respect of the fee relating to the domestic
service to treat rats in a house or garden that the service should be
provided free rather than at £26.40 per treatment inclusive of VAT as
proposed in the report;

That the changes to the non-statutory fees and charges for the
Registration Service, as detailed in Appendix 3, be approved to take
effect from 1 April 2025;

That the statutorily set charges for the Registration Service, as
detailed in Appendix 3 — Table 5 be noted;

That the changes to the fees and charges for Coroner’s Services as
detailed in Appendix 4, be approved to take effect from 1 April 2025;

That the changes to the fees and charges for Highways as detailed in
Appendix 5, be approved to take effect from 1 April 2025;

That authority be delegated to the Director of Regulation and
Enforcement (in respect of all fees and charges) and relevant Heads
of Service (in respect of fees and charges that fall within their
portfolio/service area) to authorise the negotiation of variations to the
relevant fees and charges identified in this report, in the interests of
commercial flexibility.
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REVIEW OF STREET TRADING CONSENT FEES AND CHARGES 2025-
2026

The following report of the Director of Regulation and Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

The Corporate Charging Policy and Financial Regulations require that fees
and charges levied by the Licensing and Public Protection Committee be
reviewed on an annual basis to ensure the continued full recovery of costs.

Sajeela Naseer presented the report to the Committee and responded to
questions from Members. It was noted that the table should refer to
2025/2026.

RESOLVED:-

That the changes to the Street Trading Service fees and charges as detailed
in Appendix 1 be approved to take effect from 1 April 2025.

OPERATION ELEVATE

The following report of the Director of Regulation and Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

David Benbow presented the report and gave a summary of the activities that
had taken place. In February 2024, West Midlands Police had rolled out
Operation Elevate, which was a multi-agency partnership tactic designed and
part-funded by the Home Office to support and regenerate areas most
affected by serious and organised crime. Operation Elevate was initially
active in the areas of Alum Rock and Washwood Heath, Birmingham. The
report highlighted the enforcement activities taken by various departments
within Birmingham City Council alongside West Midlands Police. Dave
Benbow outlined the results achieved as a result of the multi-agency work.

The Chair noted the work led by Birmingham City Council and Trading
Standards and thanked officers for their diligence and hard work.

RESOLVED:-
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That the Licencing and Public Protection Committee notes the report
attached in Appendix A

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL TRADING STANDARDS INVESTIGATION
OPERATIONS SANDERS

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

David Benbow presented the report giving a summary of Birmingham City
Council (BCC) Trading Standards long-term investigation into COVID-19
support grants, Operation Sanders. Twelve individuals had been
successfully convicted during two trials at Birmingham Crown Court with the
overall sentencing totalling 55 years. The Chair thanked officers for the
groundbreaking work done on behalf of the City.

RESOLVED-

That the Licencing and Public Protection Committee notes the report
attached in Appendix A

PROSECUTIONS AND CAUTIONS REPORT - SEPTEMBER AND
OCTOBER 2024

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

Sajeela Naseer presented the report summarising the outcome of legal
proceedings taken by Regulation and Enforcement during the months of
September and October, 2024. The report outlined cases heard at
Birmingham Magistrates’ Court and the amount of costs requested and
awarded.

RESOLVED:-

That the report be noted.
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ACTIONS TAKEN BY SENIOR LICENSING OFFICERS UNDER
DELEGATED AUTHORITY — OCTOBER 2024

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was
submitted:-

(See document attached)

Sajeela Naseer, Director of Regulation & Enforcement presented the report
advising the Committee of actions taken by senior licensing officers, under
authority delegated by the Licensing & Public Protection Committee and
provided the Committee with an explanation as to why delegated authority
was used in each case.

RESOLVED:-

That the report be noted.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Committee noted the date and time of the next formal meeting due to
take place on Wednesday, 12 March, 2025. at 1030 hours in Committee
Rooms 3 & 4.

OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

Councillor Saddak Miah raised the issue of problems with premises
extending the frontage of their premises onto the footpath causing a
nuisance for residents. Sajeela Naseer advised that they were in the
process of looking at an Enforcement Project and had opened a consultation.
At Member’s request she undertook to look at the encroachment policy and
what legislation could be used to deal with the problem.

The meeting ended at 1150 hours.
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