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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Interim Assistant Director of Regulation 
& Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 6th June 2022 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: Tesco Express Bournville, Linden Road, 
Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1AP 

Ward affected: Bournville and Cotteridge 

Contact Officer: 
 

David Kennedy, Principal Licensing Officer,            
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider representations that have been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption off the premises) to operate 
from 07:30am until 10:30pm (Monday to Sunday). 
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 07:30am until 10:30pm (Monday to Sunday). 
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application. 
 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 11th April 2022 in respect of Tesco Express 
Bournville, Linden Road, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1AP. 

 

Representations have been received from other persons.  
 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s 
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
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5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
Tesco Stores Ltd applied on 11th April 2022 for the grant of a Premises Licence for Tesco Express 
Bournville, Linden Road, Bournville, Birmingham, B30 1AP. 

 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 – 5. 
 
The application, including supporting documents, is attached at Appendix 6. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with West Midlands Police and the applicant, which are attached at 
Appendix 7.   
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 8.  
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham 
City Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State 
under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps 
as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copies of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 – 5  
Application Form, Appendix 6 
Conditions agreed with West Midlands Police, Appendix 7 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 8 
 
 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1 
 

 

From: Councillor Liz Clements   

Sent: 09 May 2022 18:21 

To: Licensing   

Cc: Councillor Fred Grindrod   

Subject: Tesco Express, Linden Road, Bournville, B30 1AP, application ref 124868 - objection  

 

Premises application reference 124868, Tesco Express, Linden Road, Bournville B30 1AP – 

Objection  

 

Dear Licensing Team  

 

I am once again objecting to an application for a premises licence at the Tesco Express store on 

Linden Road in my ward of Bournville and Cotteridge. I have been contacted by many residents 

who object to this application which comes hot on the heels of a hugely unpopular decision to 

grant a premises licence at 1, Franklin Road, against the wishes of local residents, councillors and 

the local MP.  

 

In 2019 and before that in 2007, residents and their local elected representatives have united to 

oppose the previous applications for an alcohol licence at the Tesco Express, Linden Road. The 

wishes of the community have been clearly and publicly articulated on both occasions and are 

unchanged. The grant of another premises licence within a very short distance of the now two 

licensed premises on the corner of Mary Vale Road and Franklin Road – in the heart of a quiet 

residential area, and very close to numerous off licences on Stirchley High Street and in Cotteridge 

shopping centre - represents an unwelcome proliferation of off licences and retail outlets where 

alcohol in on sale in a small geographical area. While the Linden Road Tesco Express store is 

outside the boundary of the Bournville Village Trust estate, I know that many residents object to 

this premises application because they believe that it is out of keeping with the Quaker heritage of 

our area.  

 

The Tesco express on Linden Road is open every day continuously from 7.30 am to 10.30 pm and if 

the premises licence is granted, alcohol would be on sale throughout the business hours. As a 

regular customer, I am aware that it is an extremely busy store and that it has a serious problem 

with shop-lifting and with the theft of petrol by drivers who drive off without paying for their fuel. 

In the past, Tesco employed a security guard in the store as a deterrent. However this is now no 

longer the case and there are no security personnel in the store. This means the staff are often 

dealing with criminal behaviour unassisted – this is a particular concern in the evenings, when the 

store is often sparsely staffed. I have witnessed cashiers dashing out to take down the number 

plates of cars speeding away from the garage forecourt without paying.  

 

Hence in relation to the prevention of crime and disorder, my concern is that the introduction of 

alcohol into the Tesco Express will be a magnet for shop-lifters and will place staff in a vulnerable 

situation. Only one Designated Premises Supervisor (DPS) is listed on the application: how will 

Tesco ensure that there is continuous DPS cover during opening hours? The set of proposed 

conditions appended to the application details the training that staff will receive on age restricted 

sales but no minimum level of staffing is specified, raising concerns about under-age drinking and 

the protection of children from harm. In relation to the risk of disorderly or anti-social behaviour 

by customers who have purchased alcohol, the proposed conditions state that a sign will be 

displayed asking patrons to exit the area quickly and quietly. This is not enough deterrence for 

potentially inebriated customers and appears to place the onus on Tesco staff to ensure that 

problematic customers are moved on.  
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The Tesco express store on Linden Road is in the middle of a residential area. The grant of a 

premises licence from 7.30am to 10.30 am is likely to attract more custom to the store in the early 

morning and late in the evening. Therefore I am also objecting to the licence application in relation 

to the prevention of public nuisance. Residents are concerned about the risk of customers who 

have purchased alcohol congregating in the neighbourhood to drink their purchases, with a 

potential for excessive noise and anti-social behaviour.  

 

Residents are also extremely concerned about the potential increase in traffic on Linden Road and 

the surrounding roads such as Beaumont Road at unsocial hours. Obstructive parking by 

customers of Tesco Express is already an issue, with cars and delivery vans frequently parked on 

the pavement making it difficult for pedestrians to pass by and reducing visibility for vehicles 

turning in and out of the petrol station. I have been sent a series of hard copy photos* by a 

concerned resident which show obstructively parked vehicles and a recent serious collision 

outside the petrol station involving vehicles which were trying to exit the forecourt and other 

vehicles on the very busy A4040 which passes by the site. The risk of more road traffic accidents in 

the vicinity of the petrol station/Tesco Express is a serious public safety concern. [* Please note I 

will forward these images to the Licensing Team by post if I am unable to secure digital copies]. 

I urge the Licensing Committee not to grant this premises licence and to respect the concerns of 

residents who live in the neighbouring streets to Tesco Express, Linden Road, who wish to 

preserve the quiet residential character of their area. 
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Appendix 2 
From:  

Sent: 19 April 2022 12:14 

To: Licensing   

Subject: Tesco Planning application to sell and supply alcohol 

 

Good morning 

 

Yet again we are being subjected to the bullying and complete disregard of the local neighbourhood 

by a company who believe they are above the law. We live opposite the garage and see the daily 

activities not only of the garage but of the customers who abuse the surrounding area with there 

parking, litter and the ones that hide in the local gardens ready to steal from the store itself.  

 

If anything, the situation is way worse than when their application was refused in January 2019. 

Policing is at an all time low, crime in this area is at an all time high with daily robberies of cars, 

houses being broken in to and muggings/stabbings. Do you honestly think the acceptance of selling 

alcohol and the abuse it will lead to will help this area. Bournville has a world wide reputation that 

is respected as an alcohol free area that was built on Quaker values set by George Cadbury. This is 

the reason we moved to Bournville 19 years ago. 

 

Tesco are a typical large company who think they can bulldoze through communities in order to 

make a profit. This is the same company who on the morning of the recent spring budget put their 

petrol prices up 5 pence per litre from £1.73 to £1.78 knowing the chancellor was about to issue a 

reduction of 5 pence per litre on all oil. The fact that they then only reduced it to £1.75 shows the 

complete lack of any morals or ethics towards the public. 

 

I look forward to your response on this matter. 

 

Regards 

 

 

            Linden Road 

B30  
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Appendix 3 

 
From:  

Sent: 09 May 2022 13:20 

To: Licensing   

Subject: Obection to Tesco Express garage ,Linden Road Bournville ,application to sell alcohol. 

 

To whom it may concern  

 

Firstly Since Tesco's last application, which was denied, nothing has been adressed re putting security on 

the premises, but the staff are now wearing body cams because of the high amount of theft of goods from 

the shop and drive offs from fuel being taken . the forcourt area still has no gates to stop people accessing 

the sight after hours .  

 

Lights are still left on over night causing light pollution to locals . 

 

Lorries blocking the main road adjacent to the garage while waiting to turn to reverse in to the loading 

area, which still causes casos on the main Linden road which is an artery to ambulances to the main QE 

hospital, i have photographic proof which i will provide to the local councilor to submit as evidence.  

 

A number of the staff are against the idea of alcohol being sold because of the associated grief it brings 

with it having worked in other tesco stores that do sell it . 

 

I myself object because of the many resons quoted above and that there are as before a number of senior 

schools local to this garage , and its right in the middle of a busy young family comunity area, its to easy to 

get alcohol from the increasing amount of shops already in the local area now that have been granted 

licences at least 17 ! Thats not including the pubs or social clubs or mirco brewerys all within a 5 min drive/ 

15 min walk or less away .  

 

We already have antisocial behaviour on our road home and car break ins, drug deal hand overs , and noise 

due to people walking back from the stirchley area having had a good night out in the micro pubs and 

brewerys. 

 

Please dont allow this application , i implore you and the city council need to make a mature choice to deni 

the application and keep alchol from destroying peoples health and lives , give the NHS a break from alchol 

induced diseases and injurys and car accidents.  

 

Kind regards  
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Appendix 4 

 
From: 

Sent: 09 May 2022 22:40 

To: Licensing   

Subject: Objection to licensing application reference number: 124868 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam,  

 

 

I am writing to express my objection to the Licensing Application Reference Number: 124868 for a new 

premises licence at Tesco Express, Linden Road, Birmingham, B30 1AP. 

 

 

As a local resident living on Beaumont Road, I am extremely concerned about the potential impact that this 

application could have if approved. Please find an overview of my concerns below: 

 

 

1. The sale of alcohol at the Tesco will risk a considerable increase in crime and disorder in this residential 

area. It would encourage alcohol-fuelled anti-social behaviour in a residential area and disturb the 

residents. One of best aspects of living in Bournville is the quality of green spaces within the area. However, 

the two green areas adjacent to the premises (the Womens’ Recreation Ground and Cotteridge Park could 
become less safe as a result of people taking alcohol they have purchased at the premises to the parks, 

creating and a haven for anti-social behaviour. This risks damaging the children’s play area in Cotteridge 

Park. 

 

 

3. Public safety in the area would also be endangered by the addition of a premises selling alcohol as traffic 

to the area would increase, raising the possibility of more frequent traffic collisions and also an increase in 

air pollution. Traffic is already a considerable problem on local streets and the granting of off an alcohol 

license to Tesco would substantially exacerbate these issues. 

 

 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

                 (           Beaumont Road, Bournville, B30     ) 
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Appendix 5 

 
 

From:  

Sent: 09 May 2022 22:50 

To: Licensing  

Subject: Objection to new licensing application reference number: 124868 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam,  

 

I am writing to express my objection to the Licensing Application Reference Number: 124868 for a new 

premises licence at Tesco Express, Linden Road, Birmingham, B30 1AP. 

 

As a local resident living on Beaumont Road, I am extremely concerned about the potential impact that this 

application could have if approved. Please find an overview of my concerns below: 

 

1. The sale of alcohol at the Tesco will risk a considerable increase in crime and disorder in this residential 

area. It would encourage alcohol-fuelled anti-social behaviour in a residential area and disturb the 

residents. One of best aspects of living in Bournville is the quality of green spaces within the area. However, 

the two green areas adjacent to the premises (the Womens’ Recreation Ground and Cotteridge Park could 
become less safe as a result of people taking alcohol they have purchased at the premises to the parks, 

creating and a haven for anti-social behaviour. This risks damaging the children’s play area in Cotteridge 
Park. The park has worked hard to become a safe area for families to visit and this was raised in opposition 

to another licenced premises. 

 

2. The Bournville area is a historically dry area of the city. This attracts visitors to the surrounding areas by 

encouraging a pleasant and safe atmosphere. If residents wish to purchase alcohol, there are two shops in 

the border of Cotteridge which already provide that service. There is no inherent need for alcohol to be 

sold in the area and there are already multiple licenced premises in walking distance doing so. 

 

3. Public safety in the area would also be endangered by the addition of a premises selling alcohol as traffic 

to the area would increase, raising the possibility of more frequent traffic collisions and also an increase in 

air pollution. Traffic is already a considerable problem on local streets and the granting of an alcohol license 

to Tesco would substantially exacerbate these issues.While I appreciate that Tesco wishes to increase its 

profitability, adding a licence to the premises (which has been rejected numerous times by residents) 

would be unpopular. It would also encourage driving into an already busy area when reduction of driving 

journeys would be environmentally wise. 

 

 

Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

                 (        Beaumont Road, Bournville, B30  ) 
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Appendix 6 
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Appendix 6 continued – Supporting Documents 
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Appendix 7 
From: Mark Swallow  

Sent: 28 April 2022 10:41 

To: 'Jeremy Bark'   

Cc: Licensing   

Subject: RE: [External]: Tesco Express, Linden Road, Birmingham 

 

Good Morning Licensing, 

 

I can confirm that the below listed conditions have been agreed with the applicant. Can they be added to the 

license please to promote the licensing objectives. 

 

West Midlands Police have no objections to the issue of the license with the addition of these conditions. 

 

Mark Swallow. 

West Midlands Police. 

Birmingham Central Licensing Team. 

 

From: Jeremy Bark  
Sent: 28 April 2022 10:20 
To: 'Licensing' 
Cc: Mark Swallow 
Subject: [External]: Tesco Express, Linden Road, Birmingham 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of West Midlands Police. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. 

Dear Sirs  

 

We have been discussing the application with the police and the police asked for some additional conditions 

which we have agreed and set out below. Mark will confirm that the police are happy with these. 

 

1. The premises licence holder shall carry out a risk assessment to determine the need to employ SIA security 

personnel at the premises. Where the premises licence holder identifies the need to employ security 

personnel at the premises as a result of such risk assessment then it shall so on the days and at the times as 

identified as requiring such provision. An initial risk assessment shall be carried out and shall be updated 

every 12 weeks unless circumstances dictate that it should be updated sooner.  

2. Where security personnel are employed at the premises then contact details for such persons shall be 

provided to the police upon request and suitable arrangements shall be put in place to allow them to sign in 

and sign off duty and they shall be required to display appropriate identification of their SIA licence status. 

3. A digital record of incidents occurring at the premises shall be kept at the premises by the management 

team and made available on request to an authorised officer of the licensing authority or the Police. It should 

be completed within 24 hours of the incident and will record the following:  

(a) all crimes reported to the venue;  

(b) any serious incidents of disorder occurring within the premises 

(c) any thefts or attempted thefts from the premises; 

(d) any serious issues in relation to the sale of alcohol within the premises; 

(e) any faults in the CCTV system; or  

(f) any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service. 

 
 

 

Kind regards 

  
JEREMY BARK 

Associate Director  
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Appendix 8 
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