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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
 

LICENSING AND 
PUBLIC PROTECTION 
COMMITTEE 
13 NOVEMBER, 2024 
  

   
 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING 

AND PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE HELD 
ON TUESDAY, 13 NOVEMBER, 2024 AT 1030 
HOURS AT THE COUNCIL HOUSE, 
BIRMINGHAM B1 1BB   

 
 
  PRESENT: -    Councillor Sam Forsyth in the Chair; 
  J 

 Councillors Diane Donaldson, Jilly Bermingham, Maureen 
Cornish, Carmel Corrigan, Barbara Dring, Ray Goodwin, Ziaul 
Islam, Saddak Miah. Julien Pritchard and Penny Wagg.   

 
 

  
  
 NOTICE OF RECORDING/WEBCAST 

  

39 The Chair advised that this meeting would be webcast for live or subsequent 

broadcast via the Council’s  Public-I microsite (please click this link) and that 

members of the press/public could record and take photographs except where 
there were confidential or exempt items. 

 
The business of the meeting and all discussions in relation to individual 
reports are available for public inspection via the web-stream.  

 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
   
40         Members were reminded they must declare all relevant pecuniary and  

        other registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at this  
meeting.  If a disclosable pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not      
participate in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the 
room unless they have been granted a dispensation.  
 
No declarations of interest were made.   

 _____________________________________________________________ 
 
    
 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbirmingham.public-i.tv%2Fcore%2Fportal%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7CMichelle.Edwards%40birmingham.gov.uk%7C1c228845da07475ba0fe08db3b368449%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638168877543866727%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8FqjPyARt%2BINMh%2FQZ3H9DMJzXQfmHzO0f0Q5V%2FnOxOo%3D&reserved=0
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   APOLOGIES 
 

41 An apology was received from Councillors Adam Higgs, and Sybil Spence for 
non-attendance.  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

MINUTES   

  

           42          The minutes of the last formal meeting held on 11 September 2024, having 

been previously circulated, were confirmed and signed by the Chair.   

_________________________________________________________ 

 

The Chair advised that the order of the Agenda would be varied to allow for 

agenda item 7, Update on Unauthorised Encampments, to be considered 

first. 

 

 

UPDATE REPORT ON UNAUTHORISED ENCAMPMENTS 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

Mark Wolstencroft presented the report to the Committee giving an update 

on activities since the last report on 26 June 2024. The Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City Council and West Midland Police (WMP) 

was a Joint Protocol on the Management of Unauthorised Encampments and 

is currently at edition 9 dated March 2020. This edition incorporates the 

presence of the transit sites.  Chief Inspector Tim Robbins, the Lead on 

unauthorised encampments, Martin Dando, Principal Planning Policy Officer 

and Dave Ashmore, Director of Housing Management were also present for 

this report.   It was noted that there were members of the travelling 

community present. 

 

During the presentation and discussion that followed responses were given 

to the numerous questions asked by Members. 

 

- Martin Dando undertook to circulate the draft site selection criteria for 

negotiated stopping for gypsy and traveller unauthorised encampments to 

Members.  He was in the process of arranging a meeting with the Lead 

contacts to discuss the trial that would start in the spring. 

   

- Dave Ashmore advised that the Gypsy and Romany Strategy had been 

circulated to Members and gave an update on Proctor Street site.   
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- Chief Inspector Tim Robbins spoke on the role of West Midlands Police 

working jointly with BCC in tackling issues. He encouraged residents to 

report incidents to West Midlands Police rather than posting the news on 

social media so that cases could be logged with WMP and the legislation 

available could be used.   

 
- There was a meeting taking place this week to discuss lessons learnt.  

With regard to negotiated stopping.  The sites will be shared with 

Members in February. 

  

- In reply to comments Mark Croxford, Head of Environmental Health 

informed that officers regularly spoke to the travelling community.  They 

also visited them to carry out welfare checks including education, medical 

and housing needs.  The police also carried out their own checks. 

  

- The GTNAA liaised with the travelling community.  It was the desire of the 

travelling community to have negotiated stopping.  Officers need to work 

more closely with the travelling community with regard to their permanent 

needs and not only transit needs.  

 
It had been recognised that there was need for a  more dedicated 

resource from a Housing perspective and they will be recruiting to those 

roles. 

 
- It was requested that any agreement on sites should be in full 

consultation with Ward Councillors and alternatives should be considered 

where appropriate.  

 
- The Tameside Drive site was still occupied solely by one family.  It was 

confirmed that this had been the case for over 10 years   

 
- A member of the travelling community spoke to the Committee informing 

them of her family’s circumstances and experience and referred to the 

lack of useable transit sites and negotiated stopping in Birmingham.  She 

had been waiting for a permanent site for the last 13 years.  Reference 

was made to the site that had been taken over by one family using 16 

bays.  She had also been involved with joint discussions and working 

groups.   

 
- Members noted that Proctor Street site was still not up and running.  They 

requested at least a timeframe for the site at the next meeting.   The 

Chair thanked everyone for taking part in the discussion.         
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RESOLVED:- 

    

        43    That the report be noted. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

CITY CENTRE PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDERS 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

David Benbow, Acting Head of Service IMLT and Trading Standards gave a 

summary  of the report providing the background on the new issues and the 

proposal to extend the current PSPO relating to groups/alcohol etc. with 

potential additional restrictions and implement two new PSPOs within the 

City Centre to address other new issues. 

 

During the discussion and in response to questions the following points were 

made:- 

  

- The 3 new issues were aggressive begging, illegal street trading and 

peddling and cycling in specific pedestrian areas.  

  

- Concerns were raised regarding the classification of electric and modified 

E bikes and how enforcement would be carried out given that the 

alterations to bikes meant they can travel at increased speeds,     

 

- A consultation had started the previous week which would enable 

interested parties to feedback to the Council.  They were concerned 

about the safety of cyclists through pedestrianised areas.   

- The consultation will reveal the issues related to cycling in the City 

Centre.  They were looking at irresponsible biking on a whole.   

 

- More information was requested on charitable collections 

 

- The current City Centre PSPO that expired in January 2025 needed to be 

reviewed to establish its impact. They were looking into begging.  A report 

will be submitted to Cabinet. 

  

- The Chair urged Members to liaise with the various groups in their Wards 

mentioning in particular people with disabilities.     
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44  RESOLVED:- 

 

That the report be noted.   

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL TRADING STANDARDS INVESTIGATION  

OPERATIONS SANDERS 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

45  RESOLVED:- 

 

That this item be deferred owing to the sentencing not being completed. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

UPDATE REPORT ON ENFORCEMENT OF ALLERGEN CONTROLS  

DURING FOOD INSPECTIONS 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

Mark Croxford gave a summary of the report informing that all food 

businesses were required to provide information about the allergenic 

ingredients as consumers were at risk from the provision of incorrect food 

information, being served. They continue to undertake additional checks 

during inspections, including carrying out full audits of menus, and an 

assessment of the provision of food to consumers that present with an 

allergy. This determines the level of intervention, with the aim of protecting 

consumers from a potentially serious food safety incident.  

 

The importance of training and raising awareness was stressed.   

 

46  RESOLVED:- 

 

That the report be noted.   

________________________________________________________ 
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PROSECUTIONS AND CAUTIONS REPORT - JULY & AUGUST 2024 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

Sajeela Naseer presented the report summarising the outcome of legal 

proceedings taken by Regulation and Enforcement during the months of July 

and August, 2024. The report outlined cases heard at Birmingham 

Magistrates’ Court and the amount of costs requested and awarded. 

 

47  RESOLVED:- 

 

That the report be noted.   

__________________________________________________ 

 

ACTIONS TAKEN BY SENIOR LICENSING OFFICERS UNDER  

DELEGATED AUTHORITY 

 

The following report of the Director of Regulation & Enforcement was 

submitted:- 

 

(See document attached) 

 

 Sajeela Naseer, Director of Regulation & Enforcement presented the report 

advising the Committee of actions taken by senior licensing officers, under 

authority delegated by the Licensing & Public Protection Committee and 

provided the Committee with an explanation as to why delegated authority 

was used in each case. 

 

48  RESOLVED:- 

 

That the report be noted.   

____________________________________________________ 

 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING  

 

 49  The Committee noted the date and time of the next formal meeting due to 

take place on Wednesday 15 January,  2025 at 1030 hours in Committee 

Rooms 3 & 4.   

____________________________________________________________ 

 



     Licensing and Public Protection Committee – 13 November, 2024 

28 

 

 OTHER URGENT BUSINESS 

  

50  There was no other urgent business.   

 ___________________________________________________________ 

      

 The meeting ended at 1210 hours.   

 

       …………………………………… 

                      CHAIR 
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