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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
1.1 This report provides an update on progressing the recommendations from the 

Scrutiny Inquiry – Active Travel Schemes. The Inquiry considered the following 
question: “How can Birmingham deliver Active Travel schemes quicker and make 
city roads safer for all users?”. 

1.2 The Scrutiny Inquiry identified six themes from the evidence: Systems; Funding; 
Governance and Accountability; Resources; Design and Consultation and 
Information. Based on this evidence, the inquiry group proposed 13 
recommendations. 

1.3 A progress update has been provided against each recommendation as set out 
in Appendix A. 

2 COMMISSIONERS’ REVIEW 
2.1 Commissioners support the recommendations.   

3 RECOMMENDATIONS 
That the Sustainability and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 

3.1 Consider the progress against the recommendations and agree the Cabinet 
Member assessment of their status, as set out in Appendix A. 

3.2 Notes that a further Inquiry tracking report reporting progress on open 
recommendations will be provided in July 2025.  

4 KEY INFORMATION 

Context 
4.1 The Birmingham Transport Plan (October 2021) sets out the vision and key 

principles for transport in Birmingham. It states that “safe and healthy 
environments will make active travel – walking and cycling – the first choice for 
people making short journeys”, as well as acknowledging the vital role of active 
travel in accessing public transport for longer trips. 

4.2 The Birmingham Transport Plan Delivery Plan quantifies the scale and pace of 
change needed to deliver the plan’s vision, and provides a prioritised list of high 
level interventions required in Birmingham’s corridors (main transport routes), 
neighbourhoods, local centres and the city centre. 

4.3 Through these plans, Birmingham has a clear and strong commitment to Active 
Travel, and to delivering a range of schemes to improve its attractiveness, 
accessibility and safety. 

4.4 On 9 July 2024, the Sustainability and Transport Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee presented their Inquiry into Active Travel to Full Council. The Inquiry’s 
intention was to understand if there are different and better ways for the Council 
to deliver Active Travel schemes. 
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4.5 The Inquiry report presented 13 recommendations, based on six key themes 
(Systems; Funding; Governance and Accountability; Resources; Design and 
Consultation and Information), all of which were accepted. 

4.6 Completion dates for the recommendations ranged from October 2024 to July 
2025, with the final recommendation requesting a progress report from the 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, no later than January 2025. 

4.7 The Inquiry report is presented as Appendix B to this report. 

4.8 This report provides the requested progress update, per recommendation R13. 

Proposal and Reasons for Recommendations  
4.9 The 13 Inquiry recommendations have been implemented, with Appendix A 

providing progress updates for each, along with recommendations to close 
recommendations R02(i), R02(ii), R03a, R03b, R06, R07, R08, R09, R10, R11 
and R12. 

4.10 It is proposed that recommendations R01, R03c, R04, R05 and R13 remain open 
or ongoing. Appendix A includes suggested conditions for future closure. 

5 MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 

Ward Councillor(s) 
5.1 Not Applicable 

Overview and Scrutiny 
5.2 Not Applicable 

Other 
5.3 The relevant Cabinet Members that own Inquiry Recommendations have been 

consulted in producing this report and the progress updates in Appendix A.   

6 IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS  

Finance and Best Value 
6.1 This report provides updates on the Inquiry recommendations and how these 

have been implemented and incorporated into working practice. As such, there 
are no direct financial implications arising from this information only report. 

6.2 Additionally, the Inquiry was undertaken with consideration of the Council’s 
financial pressures, and set out that the implementation of recommendations 
should be within the existing resources and capacity available, with no 
requirement for additional resource or capacity. 
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Legal 
6.3 There are no direct legal implications arising from the recommendations in this 

information only report. 

Equalities 
6.4 There are no direct equalities implications directly arising from the 

recommendations in this information only report. Equality impact assessments 
will be undertaken in relation to specific recommendations and schemes as they 
are progressed, and as appropriate. 

Procurement 
6.5 There are no direct procurement implications arising from this information only 

report. 

People Services 
6.6 There are no direct staffing implications arising from the recommendations in this 

information only report.  

Climate Change, Nature and Net Zero 
6.7 There are no direct climate change, nature and net zero carbon implications 

arising directly from the recommendations in this information only report. 
However, the delivery of projects supporting Active Travel will contribute to 
positive contributions to these agendas. 

Corporate Parenting 
6.8 There are no direct corporate parenting implications arising from the 

recommendations in this report. 

Other 
6.9 Not Applicable 

7 APPENDICES 
7.1 Appendix A – Response to Recommendations 

7.2 Appendix B – Scrutiny Inquiry Report, Active Travel Schemes, 9 July 2024 

8 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
8.1 There are no background papers 
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