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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Director of Regulation & Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 9th February 2026 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: Lidl, Northfield Shopping Centre, Bristol Road 
South, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2JU                          

Ward affected: Northfield  

Contact Officer: 
 

David Kennedy, Principal Licensing Officer,                         
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption off the premises) to operate 
from 07:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday).   
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 07:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday).   

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application, having 
regard to: 

- The submissions made by all parties 
- The Statement of Licensing Policy 
- The Public Sector Equality Duty 
- The s182 Guidance  

 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 22nd December 2025 in respect of Lidl, 
Northfield Shopping Centre, Bristol Road South, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2JU. 
                                                  
Representations have been received from other persons.  
 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s Corporate 
Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
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5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
Lidl Great Britain Limited applied on 22nd December 2025 for the grant of a Premises Licence for 
Lidl, Northfield Shopping Centre, Bristol Road South, Northfield, Birmingham, B31 2JU. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 - 6.   
 
The application is attached at Appendix 7. 
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 8.   
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham City 
Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 
s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps as it 
considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copies of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 – 6.    
Application Form, Appendix 7. 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 8.   
 

 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1 
 

From:  
Sent: 09 January 2026 13:14 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Licensing Act 2003 Public Notice LIDL dated 23/12/2025 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

A public notice was put up at the exits to Bristol Rd South and Northfield Shopping Centre from 
Victoria Common, Northfield, on 23/12/2025 regarding LIDL GREAT BRITAIN LTD. 

 

Lidl GB Ltd have made an application to sell alcohol by retail for consumption off the premises of 
the former Wilko site inside Northfield shopping centre during the licensing hours of 07.00 - 23.00 
Monday to Sunday. 

 

This is of great concern to myself, and all other park users that I have spoken to. This is in an area 
where there is some profound poverty. 

 

We are all concerned that selling alcohol from Lidl on this site over these extensive hours will 
exacerbate a problem that already exists for vulnerable people - alcoholics and homeless coming 
onto and sometimes sleeping rough on the park. The police force is already stretched to capacity. 
How will the park and inside the shopping precinct be kept safe for all members of the public? 

 

We understand that Lidl will sell alcohol, but we object to these extensive hours - it is unkind and 
irresponsible to all concerned -  

I understand that supermarkets in certain areas have restricted alcohol sale times - eg Sunday 10am 
start times - so this clearly is possible. 

 

We urge you to restrict the alcohol selling hours to those on a par with other shops in the area. 

 

Yours Faithfully 
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Appendix 2 
 

 

From: 
Sent: 18 January 2026 13:38 
To: Licensing  
Subject: Llidl alcohol licence. 

 

Licensing officer, 

 

Regarding Llidl planning application 2025/04646/PA. It is noted that a licensing application to sell 
alcohol until 11pm has been submitted.  

 

I would like to place an objection to alcohol being served until 11pm. This supermarket is next to a 
residential area and serving of cheap alcohol is likely to contribute towards anti- social behaviour. 
Victoria Common public park behind the proposed site already has an element of persons gathering 
to drink alcohol. Extended hours could exacerbate this problem later into the evening. 

 

I would ask that the selling of alcohol is restricted to an earlier time. 
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Appendix 3  
 

From:  
Sent: 18 January 2026 14:28 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Objection to planning application is 2025/04646/PA 

 

Dear Planning Officer, 

 

I am writing in relation to planning application 2025/04646/PA for the proposed Lidl store. While I do 
not object to the development of the shop itself, I wish to raise concerns specifically regarding the 
proposed late-night sale of alcohol until 11pm. 

 

The site is located very close to the local park and surrounding residential areas. Extending alcohol 
sales late into the evening increases the risk of anti-social behaviour, noise disturbance, and littering 
in and around the park — issues that already affect the area at times. Allowing alcohol sales up to 
11pm is likely to exacerbate these problems and negatively impact local residents, families, and those 
who use the park. 

 

I respectfully request that, if the application is approved, the licensing hours for alcohol sales be 
restricted to earlier in the evening to reduce the likelihood of late-night disturbances. This would strike 
a more appropriate balance between supporting a new local store and protecting the wellbeing and 
safety of the community. 

 

Thank you for considering my comments. 

 

Many Thanks 

            

 heath road south  
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Appendix 4 

 

From:  
Sent: 18 January 2026 16:02 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Planning application 2025/04646/PA 

 

Sirs 

We wish to raise an objection to the above application 

 

In view if the proximity of   Victoria common park to the proposed supermarket store we object to the 
selling of alcohol so late into the evening. 

 

Allowing sales to take place until 23.00 hours will encourage unruly behaviour in the park and nearby 
roads in that part of Bournville. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

             

 Innage Road Northfield Birmingham B31  
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Appendix 5 
 

 

From:  
Sent: 18 January 2026 16:18 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Ref: Grosvenor Centre, Northfield. 

 

I understand that the new Lidl foodstore to be built in the above will be able to sell alcohol up 'till 
11.00pm at night. To overcome drunkeness, litter, potential fights in the park, and damage to the park, 
I request that a stipulation be placed within the planning/licensing arrangements, that the Grosvenor 
Centre management staff ensure the doors to and from the park are locked at dusk.  

 Please advise receipt of this request and action you will put in place. 

 Thank you  
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Appendix 6  
 

 

From:  
Sent: 19 January 2026 17:53 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Lidl Northfield 

 

I understand my objection to the late night sale of alcohol when the Lidl store opens needs to fall in 
one of 4 specific categories. 

My objection is mainly 

3. The prevention of public nuisance 

4. The protection of children 

This is because the store is next to Victoria Common. 

At dusk some of the exits to this park are locked. Anyone drinking excessively could be accidentally 
locked in. 

One exit is immediately opposite a primary school and four lead to Bournville Village Trust which is an 
alcohol free area  
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Appendix 7 
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