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AMENDMENT TO MOTION 7 

 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2023 

 

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT AMENDMENT TO MOTIONS 
FOR COUNCIL 
 
Council resolves to amend the Financial Plan as follows: 
 
In Leader’s Foreword replace: “We will increase spending on cleaner, safer streets, while 
additional funding has been earmarked for Neighbourhood Action Co-ordinators to respond 
to the needs of our communities. These officers will focus on environmental issues at a 
local level, underlining 
our commitment to cleaner streets. 
 
Building on our HelpInBrum cost-of-living initiative, the Council has found a further £6 
million to offer targeted support for vulnerable adults across the city. 
 
“And we will support cultural activities in local neighbourhoods as part of our 
Commonwealth Games legacy..” 
 
With: 

“Increased spending on cleaner and safer streets will be aligned with measures to 
galvanise and involve our communities in the improvement of our city, in delivering a true 
legacy for the Commonwealth Games and in responding to the challenges of climate 
change. We will empower our communities, working with local councillors, to shape 
services in their neighbourhoods so that our additional funding for clean streets and road 
safety is used to its best effect. 
 
“The legacy of the success of the Games will be seen in every community through the new 
infrastructure fund alongside cultural activities and community chest delivered through the 
Games. 
 
“Building on our HelpInBrum cost-of-living initiative, the Council has found a further £6 
million to offer targeted support for vulnerable adults across the city.” 
 
 
CHAPTER 1: POLICY CONTEXT 
 
Add to Principle 3 – Becoming a council fit for the future and clear strategies driving 
delivery and an organisation continuously improving and delivering new ways of 
working (Council) 
 

 

2 to 7 



   

“29.4 Our services are perceived by the public as unreliable and unresponsive.  We 
acknowledge the challenges posed by the size of the city and historic culture of justifying 
failed services. 
 
“We will take the long overdue opportunity to draw positive lessons from past experiments 
in localisation, building on successful aspects of previous devolution to district and ward 
committees earlier this century. 
 
“A network of area committees will oversee significant devolved funding together with 
holding local services to account. To deliver this, the existing neighbourhoods teams will 
receive support from the Strategy, Equality and Partnerships Directorate, recognising that 
public participation is a key task of this directorate. 
 
“The funds will include a £10 million Commonwealth Games legacy infrastructure fund, 
enabling investment in struggling community facilities. There will be access to a £1 million 
biodiversity fund to support local initiatives in biodiversity. £4 million in from the additional 
investment in street cleaning and street scene will be devolved to area committees, 
allowing them to make choices in responding to flytipping and to dirty streets. Some may 
continue with Mobile Household Recycling Centres, others may prefer to develop offers to 
support household collections for the elderly and disabled and a return to the former street 
collection system. Embedded revenue will allow committees to support the employment of 
environmental wardens and environmental health officers, accountable to themselves and 
charged with delivering solutions to flytipping problems. 
 
“Waste collection services need significant improvement and if this cannot be delivered in 
the next 12 months we will reconsider the question of whether this authority is capable of 
delivering these service on its own.” 
 
Add to paragraph 33: Safe 
“Our new road safety fund will unblock delays in deployment of new speed cameras. We 
will increase the funding available to the community  safety partnership for responding to 
incidents of antisocial behaviour.” 
 
Add to 35: Green 
“We will support a big step up in deployment of solar panels, learning from pathfinding 
councils such as Portsmouth, and delivering income for the council and green energy for 
our city.  Our biodiversity fund will align with the development of policies and initiatives to 
restore the legacy of a city that has a huge green  heritage.” 
 
Add to 36: Best-in-class Council 
“Our size as the country’s largest local authority has always posed challenges and 
opportunities. We will return to being a groundbreaking council in empowering our 
communities to take control of their own environments.” 
 

 

CHAPTER 2: FINANCIAL STRATEGY AND REVENUE BUDGET 
 
Add to 1.7 
 
“The Council recognises that the public is, yet again, paying additional precepts to finance 
social care and the pressures on health and social services. Therefore, it undertakes to 
ensure that any underspend within the adult services budget is redeployed within the adult 
services directorate.” 



   

 

 

Appendix J. Capital 
Add 
 
“4.3  We will continue to seek to reduce the council’s borrowing and redirect the capital 
programme towards investment in neighbourhoods. To this end, we propose to accelerate 
the disposal of the Council House Annex in Margaret Street together with other surplus 
property.” 
 

 
 

 
 

Proposal 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27

Revenue £m £m £m £m

Expenditure

Street scene funding reallocation: local decision-making to 

improve bulk collection and recycling services (including 

local review and oversight of MHRC collections). 

4.000 4.000 4.000 4.000

Biodiversity fund 1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Localisation - redeployment of staff and resources 0.250 0.250 0.250 0.250

Anti-social behaviour one-off grant fund 0.050 0.000 0.000 0.000

Expenditure proposals 5.300 4.250 4.250 4.250

Reallocation of existing budgets (Street Scene) -4.000 -4.000 -4.000 -4.000

Use of additional settlement (Biodiversity; Localisation; ASB) -1.300 -0.250 -0.250 -0.250

Net expenditure proposals 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Revenue impact of capital proposals (i.e. new borrowing 

and Minimum Revenue Provision) - Solar panels
0.000 0.000 0.366 0.366

Total additional expenditure 0.000 0.000 0.366 0.366

Savings on energy costs from solar panels -0.500 -0.500

Net expenditure change 0.000 0.000 -0.134 -0.134

Proposal 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27

Capital £m £m £m £m

Expenditure

Commonwealth Games legacy fund 10.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Clean Air Zone: additional speed cameras 0.500 0.000 0.000 0.000

Solar panel investment 0.000 5.000 5.000 5.000

Total additional capital expenditure 10.500 5.000 5.000 5.000

Capital funding

Commonwealth Games: use of underspend, upon receipt 

from DCMS
10.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Clean Air Zone: reallocation of income (revenue funding) 0.500 0.000 0.000 0.000

Solar panel investment: new borrowing 0.000 5.000 0.000 0.000

Total capital funding 10.500 5.000 0.000 0.000



   

 

 
 
 
PROPOSED BY:     
 
     Councillor Jon Hunt  
 
 
 
SECONDED BY:     
 
     Councillor Roger Harmer  
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AMENDMENT TO MOTION 7 

 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2023 

 
 
GREEN AMENDMENT TO MOTIONS FOR COUNCIL 
 
Amend Motions 9 & 11 with the following:  
 
9. Financial Plan 2023 – 2027 

 
 That the Financial Plan 2023 – 2027 be approved with the following amendments 

 
Amend the Financial Plan 2023 – 2027 as follows:  
 
Chapter 2 
Insert after 8.3 
 
“8.4 Due to the ongoing challenges faced by Birmingham residents due to the Cost-of-living 

crisis, Birmingham City Council will set aside further additional funding in 2023-2024 
and 2024-2025 to support those in need. 

 
Climate Emergency Response 
 
9.1 The climate emergency requires a further stepping up of the Council’s response. We 
will therefore seek to increase funding for the Council’s Route to Zero climate work.  
 
9.2 In addition to the £2 million approved by cabinet in January, we will put an additional £1 
million a year over 2023-2024 and 2024-2025, and £2 million a year in 2025-2026 and 
2026-2027.  
 
9.3 We will also invest a further £2 million into solar generation and energy efficiency 
measures on council buildings. This will help reduce the Council’s carbon emissions and 
reduce the Council’s energy costs, particularly in the current context of high energy bills. 
 
Parks & Open Spaces 
 
10. Our parks are vital to our residents. However, too often, funds are lacking for even small 
improvements. We will put additional funds into our parks in the form of local ward park 
budgets, so councillors and communities, who are best placed to know the needs of local 
parks, can decide how to prioritise that funding locally. 
 
Careers Youth & Library Services 
 
11. Our careers, youth and library services are absolutely vital to local communities. We will 
therefore commit to maintaining funding in these areas, and any efficiencies identified as 
part of reviews will be used to improve and enhance these services.  
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Highways 
 
12. Problem parking is a blight on too many of our local streets. We will investment further 
into highways enforcement officers to help tackle parking infringements in local areas 
outside the city centre. 
 
Waste & Recycling  
 
13.1 The Mobile Household Recycling Centres have proved popular with residents. 
However there are many items that they cannot accept, and residents without a car often 
struggle to bring their waste to the vehicles. We will therefore re-establish a free bulky 
waste collection, prioritised to those on the lowest incomes in the first instance, but with the 
intention to offer it to all.  
 
13.2 A sustainable waste system is vital in tackling the climate emergency. To help develop 
a more sustainable waste system, we will also invest in a piloting a food waste collection. 
This will also look at how to combine this with garden waste collection, so in future the 
Council will be able to provide a food waste collection and re-establish a garden waste 
collection.” 
 
 
Amend reserves position in chapter 2, revenue in Appendix A pressures in Appendix D and 

savings in Appendix E to take account of the following changes: 



   

Table 1  2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27

£m £m £m £m

Expenditure

Additional Highways enforcement officers 0.500 0.500 0.500 0.500

Increase Highways Road Safety Scheme Budget funded from 

CAZ surplus
0.000 3.700 3.700 3.700

Introduce a ward parks budget £10,000-£30,000 per 

councillor depending on size of parks in each ward
2.020 2.020 2.020 2.020

Further additional funding for Cost of Living Support 3.000 3.000 0.000 0.000

Introduce free bulky waste collection prioritised to those on 

lowest incomes first
1.000 1.000 1.000 1.000

Food waste collection pilot – to include use of in-vessel 

composting to look at providing free garden waste collection
1.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Installation of solar panels: Revenue impact of capital 

proposals (i.e. new borrowing and Minimum Revenue 

Provision) - Solar panels

0.000 0.146 0.146 0.146

Additional increased funding for Route to Zero Team which 

increases with extra investment from the CAZ surplus in 

2025-2027

1.000 1.000 2.000 2.000

Remove Expenditure Reduction for Careers Service (CF003 

24) and use any efficiencies or savings identified from 

review to increase service provision

0.000 1.336 1.336 1.336

Remove Expenditure Reduction for Youth Service (CF002 24) 

and use any efficiencies or savings identified from review to 

increase service provision

0.000 0.700 0.700 0.700

Remove Expenditure Reduction for Library Service (CF004 

24) and use any efficiencies or savings identified from Early 

Intervention Pilot to increase Community Library service 

provision

0.000 1.700 1.700 1.700

Additional expenditure 8.520 15.102 13.102 13.102

Reduction of amount contributed to FRR -8.520 -10.706 -7.706 -7.706

Total funding redirection -8.520 -10.706 -7.706 -7.706

Increased collection of fines as a result of increased 

enforcement
0.000 -0.550 -0.550 -0.550

Installation of solar panels - future energy savings 0.000 -0.400 -0.400 -0.400

Total savings/reductions in pressures 0.000 -0.950 -0.950 -0.950

(Use) of CAZ net surplus reserve 0.000 -3.700 -4.700 -4.700

Total Use of Reserves 0.000 -3.700 -4.700 -4.700

Total savings, funding redirection and use of reserves -8.520 -15.356 -13.356 -13.356

Net expenditure change 0.000 -0.254 -0.254 -0.254

Proposal 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27

Capital £m £m £m £m

Expenditure

Solar panel investment 2.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Total additional capital expenditure 2.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Capital funding

Solar panel investment: new borrowing 2.000 0.000 0.000 0.000

Total capital funding 2.000 0.000 0.000 0.000



   

 
 
11.  
 
Replace with 
 
Council resolves not to reinstate the use of Enforcement Agents for the collection of council 

tax support related debt this financial year. The Revenues Service will instead work 
to find the most effective way to improve debt collection whilst supporting those in 
most need. This will include looking at best practice from other local authorities 
around the country. The revenue service will also investigate all outstanding debt to 
minimise erroneous debts which can cause immense stress and anxiety to residents. 

 
 
PROPOSED BY:     
 
      

Councillor Julien Pritchard 
 
 
SECONDED BY:     
 
     Councillor Rob Grant   
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