BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE C
FRIDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2020 AT 10:00 HOURS
IN ON-LINE MEETING, MICROSOFT TEAMS
Please note a short break will be taken approximately 90 minutes from the start of the meeting and a
30 minute break will be taken at 1300 hours.

AGENDA

1

NOTICE OF RECORDING
Chairman to advise meeting to note that members of the press/public may
record and take photographs except where there are confidential or exempt
items.

2

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that they must declare all relevant pecuniary and non
pecuniary interests arising from any business to be discussed at this meeting. If a
disclosable pecuniary interest is declared a Member must not speak or take part in
that agenda item. Any declarations will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.

3 - 30

3

APOLOGIES AND NOTIFICATION OF NOMINEE MEMBERS

4

LICENSING ACT 2003 PREMISES LICENCE – GRANT SPICES, 143
SOHO ROAD, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM, B21 9ST
Report of the Interim Assistant Director of Regulation and Enforcement.
N.B. Application scheduled to be heard at 10:00am.

5

OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
To consider any items of business by reason of special circumstances (to
be specified) that in the opinion of the Chairman are matters of urgency.
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Item 4
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
Report to:
Report of:
Date of Meeting:
Subject:
Premises:
Ward affected:
Contact Officer:
1.

PUBLIC REPORT

Licensing Sub Committee
Interim Assistant Director of Regulation
& Enforcement
Friday 18th December 2020
Licensing Act 2003
Premises Licence – Grant
Spices, 143 Soho Road, Handsworth,
Birmingham, B21 9ST
Soho and Jewellery Quarter
David Kennedy, Principal Licensing Officer
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk

Purpose of report:

To consider a representation that has been made in respect of an application for a Premises
Licence which seeks to permit the provision of Late Night Refreshment, to operate indoors only,
from 11:00pm until 5:00am (Monday to Sunday).
Premises to remain open to the public from 12:00midday until 5:00am (Monday to Sunday).

2.

Recommendation:

To consider the representation that has been made and to determine the application.
3.

Brief Summary of Report:

An application for a Premises Licence was received on 3rd November 2020 in respect of Spices, 143
Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 9ST.
A representation has been received from Environmental Health, as a responsible authority.
4. Compliance Issues:
4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies:
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City.
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5.

Relevant background/chronology of key events:

Spices Fast Food Ltd applied on 3rd November 2020 for the grant of a Premises Licence for Spices,
143 Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 9ST.
A representation has been received from Environmental Health as a responsible authority. See
Appendix 1.
The application, including supporting documents, is attached at Appendix 2.
Site Location Plans at Appendix 3.
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham
City Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State
under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps
as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:a.
b.
c.
d.

The prevention of crime and disorder;
Public safety;
The prevention of public nuisance; and
The protection of children from harm.

6. List of background documents:
Copy of the representation as detailed in Appendix 1
Application Form and supporting documents, Appendix 2
Site Location Plans, Appendix 3
7. Options available
To Grant the licence in accordance with the application.
To Reject the application.
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate.
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Appendix 1
From: Martin Key
Sent: 30 November 2020 15:32
To: Licensing
Cc
Subject: 143 Soho Road, B21 9ST - Licensing Act 2003 Application
Importance: High
Hi
I, Martin Key, as a representative of Environmental Health, formally raise a representation to the premises
licence application submitted by Mr Sufdar Nazir in respect of 143 Soho Road, Birmingham, B21 9ST
requesting late night refreshment between the hours of 12.00 and 05.00. My representation concerns the
likely effect of the grant of the licence on the promotion of the licensing objectives relating to the prevention
of public nuisance.
I am concerned that the grant of the licence would potentially result in noise nuisance to neighbouring
properties due to noise breakout from the building arising from the supply of late night refreshment after
23.00 hours and the associated noise generated by visiting patrons and deliveries from the premises until
05.00 every day of the week. There is also the significant risk of noise and odour from the extraction system
affecting the locality and particularly adjacent residential use. This concern is based on the proposed
operating hours, the type of operation, the absence of any effective operating conditions to mitigate the
impact on the licensing objective, the existing noise environment (including the operating hours of nearby
premises) and the proximity of noise sensitive receptors in what is a main road with attached residential
premises.
The proposed hours will be significantly out of character with the area and are likely to result in noise
nuisance to neighbouring residential premises. The premises has the benefit of a planning permission but this
restricts the operating hours to 09.00 – 23.00 and a request to vary these hours in 2003 to extend until 02.00
was refused on the basis that the requested extension in hours would adversely affect the amenity of
occupiers of dwelling in the vicinity due to noise and disturbance. I do not believe that my concerns can be
dealt with by the use of appropriate conditions as it is principally about the termination hours proposed and
would therefore raise a representation seeking refusal.
Best Regards
Martin Key
Environmental Protection Officer
________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______
Environmental Protection Unit
Regulation & Enforcement
Neighbourhoods Directorate
Birmingham City Council
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Appendix 2
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Appendix 2 continued – supporting documents
From:
Sent: 07 December 2020 13:21
To: Licensing <
Cc:
Subject: RE: Licensing Act 2003 (Grant) RE: Spices, 143 Soho Road, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 9ST
Dear Sir/Madam
We are acting on behalf of the client as the agent for the late license application for the above addressed
property
We have read and digested the information provided from your good self in relation to your concerns for the
above premises.
We attach information in regards to the reasoning why this application for late lciense should be looked at
positively as follows
1. We attached the previous late licence approval application number 401 allowing opening hours from
12:00 – 05:00 Mon-Sun valid from 2005 and in 2017 it was surrendered, we had no intention of
surrendering the license, we were made aware of this when the enforcement officer made a visit.
During that period of operation there were no complaints from the council or the local residents of
any noise disturbance.
2. Please see attached a list of all the premises that have late license approval within the vicinity.
3. Please also see attached letter of support from the Soho Road BID.
As the original premises has been operation for 15 years with no complaints we feel that to obtain the license
once again under the same premises would not have a negative effect in the area. As you would be aware
with the current COVID-19 crisis business are struggling and to make this business viable the late license is
a necessity. As you would appreciate job retention for the local staff is what we are reliant on with this
license.
The original canopy and ventilation system was installed in accordance with the guidelines at that moment in
time when it was first opened and has been maintained since.
The premises has a full CCTV. Fire alarm and burglar alarm system in place to assist in any concerns that
would be raised. Once again the premises has provided the local community with service for period of 18
years. We look forward to your comments to assist in allowing the business to operate for late license and
provide the great service the business has been providing.
Should you require additional information please do not hesitate to contact us
Regards,

Architecture & Interior Design
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Appendix 3
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