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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee C 

Report of: Interim Assistant Director of Regulation 
and Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Wednesday 26th February 2020  
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Summary Review 

Premises:  Subside, 57 High Street, Digbeth, Birmingham, 
B5 6DA  

Ward affected: Bordesley and Highgate 

Contact Officer:  
 

Bhapinder Nandhra, Senior Licensing Officer, 
0121 303 9896 licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
A review of the premises licence is required following an application for an expedited review under 
Section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003 (as amended by the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006).  
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the review and to determine this matter. 
 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application under Section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003 (as amended by the Violent Crime 
Reduction Act 2006) was received on 31st January 2020 in respect of Subside, 57 High Street, 
Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6DA 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s 
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
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5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  
 

On 31st January 2020, Superintendent Green, on behalf of West Midlands Police, applied for a 
review, under Section 53A of the Licensing Act 2003 (as amended by the Violent Crime Reduction 
Act 2006), of the Premises Licence granted to Subside Bar Limited in respect of Subside, 57 High 
Street, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6DA.   

 
The application was accompanied by the required certificate, see Appendix 1.  
 
Within 48 hours of receipt of an application made under Section 53A, the Licensing Authority is 
required to consider whether it is appropriate to take interim steps pending determination of the 
review of the Premises Licence, such a review to be held within 28 days after the day of its receipt, 
review that Licence and reach a determination on that review.  
 
Licensing Sub-Committee A met on 3rd February 2020 to consider whether to take any interim steps 
and resolved that the Premises Licence be suspended pending a review of the Licence. A copy of the 
decision is attached at Appendix 2.  
 
The Premises Licence Holder was notified of the interim steps taken by the Licensing Authority and 
subsequently made a representation at 17.05hours on 11th February 2020.  See Appendix 3.  
 
As a result of this representation the Licensing Sub-Committee met on the 13th February 2020 and 
again having heard from representatives of the licence holder and West Midlands Police resolved 
that the suspension of the premises licence be lifted and that there will be a restriction on opening 
hours at the premises. The premises will only be permitted to open between 12noon and 
12midnight. A copy of the decision is attached at Appendix 4.   
 
The review application was advertised, by the Licensing Authority in accordance with the 
regulations; the closing date for responsible authorities and other persons ended on the 14th 
February 2020. 
 
No additional representations have been received from representatives of other responsible 
authorities or other persons. 
 
A copy of the current Premises Licence is attached at Appendix 5. 
 
Site location plans at Appendix 6.  

 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham City 
Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 
s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority's functions under the Licensing Act 2003 are 
to promote the licensing objectives: - 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

6.   List of background documents:  
 

Review Application and Certificate from West Midlands Police, Appendix 1 
Sub-Committee Interim Steps Meeting decision of 3rd February 2020, Appendix 2 
Representations back against Interim Steps decision of 3rd February 2020, Appendix 3 
Sub-Committee Interim Steps Meeting decision of 13th February 2020, Appendix 4 
Current Premises Licence, Appendix 5 
Site location plans, Appendix 6      
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7.   Options available: 

 
Modify the conditions of Licence 
Exclude a Licensable activity from the scope of the Licence 
Remove the Designated Premises Supervisor 
Suspend the Licence for a period not exceeding 3 months 
Revoke the Licence 
Take no action 
 
In addition the Sub Committee will need to decide what action, if any, should be taken regarding 
the interim steps imposed on the 13th February 2020.  
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