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Birmingham City Council 

Report to Cabinet Committee - Property 
16th March 2026

Title: LETTING OF LAND AT QUEENSBRIDGE ROAD,
BIRMINGHAM, B13 8QB

Lead Member: Councillor Sharon Thompson - Deputy Leader 
and Cabinet Member for Economy and Skills

Relevant Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee:
Has this report been 
shared with the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Chair?

Economy Skills & Culture

Yes

Report Author: Mike Foster, Interim Asset Transformation 
Manager - Place Prosperity & Sustainability 
Directorate
Contact:  mike.foster@birmingham.gov.uk

 
Authorised by: Richard Lawrence, Executive Director

Place, Prosperity & Sustainability Directorate

Is this a Key Decision? Yes
If this is a Key Decision, 
is this decision listed on 
the Forward Plan?

Forward Plan Reference: 015836/2026

Reason(s) why not 
included on the Forward 
Plan:
Is this a Late Report?
Reason(s) why Late:

Not Applicable.

No 
Not Applicable. 

Is this decision eligible 
for ‘call in?’
If not eligible, please 
provide reason(s):

Yes 
Not Applicable. 
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Wards: Moseley

Does this report contain exempt or confidential 
information?

Yes 

Exempt Information 
Appendices B and C are exempt from disclosure by virtue of the following paragraphs
of schedule 12A to the Local Government Act, 1972 as amended:

Paragraph 3:  Information relating to the financial or business affairs of a particular
person (including the authority holding that information).

Has this decision been included on the
Notification of Intention to consider 
Matters in Private?

Yes 

Reasons why not included on the 
Notification:

Not Applicable. 
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report seeks to inform Cabinet Committee Property and seeks authority
for the agreement of leasehold terms of land at Queensbridge Road,
Moseley, Birmingham, B13 8QB.

1.2 The property has a site area of 0.23 hectares (0.56 acres) approximately and
is shown edged bold black on the attached plan at Appendix A.

1.3 The property proposal is for a letting on a 199-year restricted use lease. This
report requests approval to the terms outlined in Exempt Appendix B.

1.4 The property was declared surplus to the City Council’s requirements by
Cabinet Committee Property on 11th February 2020. 

1.5 The recommendations contained in this report and Exempt Appendices B
and C are fully in line with the Council’s Financial Recovery Plan and provide
the best outcomes for the City as detailed in this report.

1.6 The Economy, Skills and Culture Overview and Scrutiny Committee
undertook Pre Decision Scrutiny of this proposed decision on 16 July 2025.
Its outcome is set out in paragraphs 6.2 and 6.3. 

2 COMMISSIONERS’ REVIEW
2.1 Commissioners have no observations on the report.

3 RECOMMENDATIONS
That Cabinet Committee Property

3.1 Notes the Pre Decision Scrutiny undertaken by the Economy, Skills and
Culture Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 16 July 2025. 

3.2 Authorise the Director of Property & Regeneration to conclude the letting of
the Council owned freehold property at Queensbridge Road, Moseley (“the
Property”) as shown edged bold black on the attached Appendix A to the
party as detailed in Exempt Appendix B.

3.3 Notes that the incoming tenant will pay a contribution towards the Council’s
legal costs, as detailed in Exempt Appendix B.

3.4 Authorise the City Solicitor and Monitoring Officer to prepare, negotiate,
execute, and complete all relevant legal documentation necessary to give
effect to the above.

4 KEY INFORMATION  

Context 
4.1 The property is situated approximately 2½ miles to the south of the city centre

fronting Queensbridge Road in Moseley and is owned freehold by the
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Council. The property is vacant and was previously used as a parks’ depot
and offices by the Council. 

4.2 The property comprises a range of single storey buildings built in the 1890s
which are in a poor state of repair. The property is in a mixed-use area with
schools and residential property nearby.

4.3 The property was declared surplus to the City Council’s requirements at
Cabinet Committee Property on the 11th February 2020. 

BCC received other offers, which were duly considered.

4.5 The tenant is an established charitable organisation in the city and the
proposal would bring additional support and facilities for the community to the
local area as well as supporting the local schools. 

4.4 Final lease terms are included within Appendix B, and the professional
valuation report is contained in Exempt Appendix C, which confirms that the
terms proposed comply with the Council’s duties under Section 123 of the
Local Government Act 1972. 

4.6 The proposed lease represents best consideration and has been validated as
such by the Director of Property and Regeneration. 

4.7 The property has been professionally valued by Lambert Smith Hampton as
per the Commissioner’s requirements (see Exempt Appendix C). The
valuation has been verified by LSH as of  6th February 2026 in view of the
passage of time since the valuation was produced.

4.8 The proposed lease would generate a capital receipt (an initial premium)
supporting the Financial Recovery Plan and the lease will remove ongoing
site management costs and risk to the City Council.

Proposal and Reasons for Recommendations 

4.9 It is recommended to proceed with the transaction outlined in this report, in
line with the aims of the Property Strategy to deliver a capital receipt to further
assist in the Council’s Financial Recovery Plan and bring an asset into
beneficial use whilst removing a liability from the Council. The proposed lease
offers best consideration given the services that the tenant organisation
would provide. The offer represents limited risk to the Council in terms of
deliverability, as the tenant has provided evidence that they have sufficient
funds held in their bank account to cover the lease premium and the Council’s
legal costs.



Page 5 of 8

OFFICIAL

Other Options Considered

4.10 Option 1 - Do Nothing. The Council is under no obligation to proceed with
this proposal and would suffer no reputational consequences if it did not
proceed. The negotiated capital premium would, however, not be realised at
this time. This option would also fail to remove the ongoing void liability for
the property. 

4.11 Option 2 – Property Retained and reused. The property is vacant. Prior to
the property being declared surplus, in accordance with the Council’s surplus
property procedures, the property was considered for other uses by the
Council to support its business priorities, with no interest expressed or
identified. 

4.12 Option 3 – Sell the site at auction. The property has previously been listed
for auction and the auction process was ultimately deemed unsuitable for an
asset of this nature. This is not a suitable option at this stage as the Council
would incur unnecessary additional cost, and a suitable tenant has been
identified. 

5 RISK MANAGEMENT 
5.1 There are no immediate risks to the Council’s holding if the transaction does

not complete since the property is vacant.

5.2 The financial risk is an immediate lost opportunity to generate a capital receipt
(a premium) via a letting of the Council’s property and to end the void holding
costs currently being incurred.

5.3 The offer is conditional on the tenant gaining planning consent for the
proposed scheme. 

6 CONSULTATION & MEMBER ENGAGEMENT 
Ward Councillor(s)

6.1 The Moseley ward Councillors have been notified of the proposed letting of
this property. Councillor Knowles’ response noted her ‘preference is to
continue with the application by the proposed tenant.’ Councillor Knowles
requested assurance: that the tenant ‘will redevelop the site sympathetically
and taking into account its significant local heritage;’ that the tenant makes
‘provision (for services) which the schools are in need of;’ and that the tenant
‘also wish to encourage community and social use of the site on top of their
own religious requirements.’ 
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6.2

In subsequent exchanges with the tenant’s surveyor, assurances have been
given in addressing the points raised by Councillor Knowles. 

We understand that letters of support for the tenant’s proposals are
anticipated shortly. 

Overview and Scrutiny 

6.3 The Economy, Skills and Culture Overview and Scrutiny Committee
undertook Pre Decision Scrutiny on this proposed decision on 16 July 2025
(as part of the Delivery of Commercial Asset Disposal and Corporate
Landlord Programme – Quarterly Review report). 

6.4 The Committee supported the proposal to dispose of this asset. It made no
recommendations to the Executive to consider as part of its decision making.

7 IMPACT AND IMPLICATIONS 
Finance 

7.1 The Director of Property and Regeneration and external advisors consider
this proposed letting represents best consideration as per Exempt
Appendices B and C.

7.2 The tenant will pay a contribution towards the Council’s legal costs related to
the letting as detailed in Exempt Appendix B.

7.3 The premium payable, including any contribution to the Council’s costs, is
exclusive of VAT.

Legal 

7.4 Sections 120-123 of the Local Government Act 1972 authorises the Council
to acquire, appropriate and dispose of land. The disposal power in Section
123 of the Local Government Act 1972 is subject to the best consideration
test. The Assistant Director of Corporate Landlord has confirmed that the
recommended letting, as detailed in Exempt Appendices B and C represents
best consideration and satisfies the Council’s obligations under Section 123
of the Local Government Act 1972.

7.5 Section 1 of the Localism Act 2011 contains the Council’s general power of
competence, which is circumscribed only to the extent of any applicable pre-
commencement restrictions and any specific post-commencement statutory
restriction of the power, and Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972
contains the Council’s ancillary powers, including the disposal and acquisition
of property and the expenditure of money, in relation to the discharge of its
functions.
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7.6 The Local Government Act 2003 and guidance issued under it authorises the
Council’s investment management functions.

7.7 Exempt information: Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as
amended) Paragraph 3. Information relating to the financial or business
affairs of any particular person (including the Council). Exempt Appendices B
and C are considered to contain commercially sensitive information of a
financial or business nature, which if disclosed to the public, could be
prejudicial to a named person, individual or company and in the public interest
to keep exempt. 

7.8 The Council’s in-house legal team will complete all legal matters associated
with the transaction.

Equalities 

8.10 An Equality Impact Assessment has been carried out and is attached at
Appendix D. The Assessment identifies no adverse impacts on any groups
protected under the Equality Act 2010. 

Procurement 
7.11 N/A

People Services

7.12 N/A

Climate Change, Nature and Net Zero 

7.13 An Environmental and Sustainability Impact Assessment has been carried
out and is attached at Appendix E. 

7.14 The approval of the proposal would see a derelict vacant building, which has
been the subject of anti-social behaviour in the past, redeveloped and put into
use. Whilst there are some negative impacts identified within the assessment,
the proposed tenant will commit to minimising this as much as possible by
implementing mitigation strategies as detailed in the assessment.

7.15 Consideration to the impact on the local area and how the development will
deliver such enhancements will be a part of the planning application process.

Corporate Parenting 
7.16 N/A

Other 

7.17 N/A

8 APPENDICES
8.1 Appendix A – Site Plan
8.2 Exempt Appendix B – Letting report and Heads of Terms
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8.3 Exempt Appendix C – Valuation Report
8.4 Appendix D – Equality Impact Assessment 
8.5 Appendix E – Environmental and Sustainability Impact Assessment
8.6 Appendix F – Member Feedback Form

9 BACKGROUND PAPERS

None
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