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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Director of Regulation & Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 29th April 2024 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: The Afro Lounge, 14 Howard Street, Hockley, 
Birmingham, B19 3HN 

Ward affected: Newtown  

Contact Officer: 
 

Bhapinder Nandhra, Senior Licensing Officer,         
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider the representations that has been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption both on and off the premises) 
to operate from 12:00midday until 02:00am (Monday to Thursday), 12:00midday until 04:00am 
(Friday and Saturday) and 12:00midday until 03:00am (Sunday).  
 
The provision of Regulated Entertainment consisting of films, live music, recorded music, 
performances of dance, and anything of a similar description, to operate indoors only, from 
12:00midday until 02:00am (Monday to Thursday), 12:00midday until 04:00am (Friday and 
Saturday) and 12:00midday until 03:00am (Sunday).  
 
To permit the provision of Late Night Refreshment, to operate indoors only, from 11:00pm until 
02:00am (Monday to Thursday), 11:00pm until 04:00am (Friday and Saturday) and 11:00pm until 
03:00am (Sunday).  
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 08:00am until 02:30am (Monday to Thursday), 08:00am 
until 04:30am (Friday and Saturday) and 08:00am until 03:30am (Sunday).  
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application, having 
regard to: 

• The submissions made by all parties 
• The Statement of Licensing Policy 
• The Public Sector Equality Duty 
• The s182 Guidance  

 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 7th March 2024 in respect of The Afro Lounge, 
14 Howard Street, Hockley, Birmingham, B19 3HN. 
 

Representations have been received from other persons.  
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4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s Corporate 
Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
 

 

5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
XYPE Limited applied on 7th March 2024 for the grant of a Premises Licence for The Afro Lounge, 14 
Howard Street, Hockley, Birmingham, B19 3HN. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 – 4.  
 
The application is attached at Appendix 5. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with West Midlands Police and the applicant, which are attached at 
Appendix 6. 
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 7.  
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham City 
Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State under 
s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps as it 
considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copy of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 – 4.  
Application Form, Appendix 5. 
Conditions agreed with West Midlands Police, Appendix 6. 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 7.  
 

 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1 

 
From:  

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 12:40 PM 

To: Licensing  

Subject: License objection 

 

Hi Sir/Madam  

 

Am writing to you today to oppose the licence application of The Afro Lounge Birmingham. It’s similar 
business to a lounge just facing each other. There is already heavy traffic and a lot of public disorders when 

the lounge is busy. Am concerned about public safety and public disorder. Parking along the road is already 

saturated and this two business will not be able to operate safely given the same operational hours.  
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Appendix 2 

 
From:  

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2024 5:01 PM 

To: Licensing  

Subject:  Consent about a license 

 

Am writing to you today to oppose the licence application of The Afro Lounge Birmingham. It’s similar 
business to a lounge just facing each other. There is already heavy traffic and a lot of public disorders when 

the lounge is busy. Am concerned about public safety and public disorder. Parking along the road is already 

saturated and this two business will not be able to operate safely given the same operational hours. The 

close proximity of this two businesses will be a major concern especially when it comes to public safety. 44 

Lounge has been working extremely hard with the police to help reduce crime around that area, and adding 

another facing each other will be a disaster. Also proximity will shows cars will have to park to far distance 

which will be a problem to the student accommodation which are about 10 meters away from the area 

with loud driving noise at the early hours .  

 

We are literally trying to prevent public nuisances and make this environment safe for adults and kids 

during early hours. I hope are concerns are taken seriously whilst a decision is being considered.  

 

Thanks from a concern Tenant in the area. 

 

Regards.  
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Appendix 3 

 
From:  

Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 5:02 PM 

To: Licensing   

Subject: Objection for premises license THE AFRO LOUNGE 14 HOWRAD STREET B19 3HN 

 

I am writing as a resident of Birmingham to voice my concerns in regards to the application for a premises 

licence at the address of 14 Howard Street, Birmingham, B19 3HN. 

 

I strongly object to a licence for alcohol being given to these premises. I have lived near this area for 24 

years and it has really got worse over the years. We have problems with gangs, anti-social behaviours, 

robbery and burglary, litter and parking. 

I have not seen anything about the planning application for this building, otherwise I would have objected 

earlier. 

I am not sure if anyone from the planning office has actually visited the area and building in question?. The 

amount of 'hanging around the street causing nuisance and trouble' that is derived from the current area 

and premises is bad enough - adding a licenced venue into the mix is a terrible idea, and really unfair on 

this residential area - which actually houses many families with young children. 

We already have experienced issues with the other licensed premises which opens outside the hours it is 

permitted. We have seen an increase in anti-social behaviour from its customers, as well as issues with 

driving cars very fast up the road to turn.  

Anti-social behaviours in this area and around these shops is really really bad - definitely increased over the 

years. There are fights (with knives sometimes), arguments, and verbal abuse, and general noise above 

what is acceptable. My own teenage daughters do not like going down that way, they feel intimidated and 

unsafe - which is not acceptable at all. 

We also have massive issues with fly tipping, litter, using the streets (right next to my house) to do drugs 

(both making deals and taking them), as well as constantly using the roads as a toilet - both urine and faecal 

matter. Having a local venue selling alcohol will just add to these problems and I think is really unfair to the 

people that live here. We also have some elderly neighbours who feel more vulnerable and scared by these 

people and their behaviours. 

There are plenty of venues serving alcohol already in the area. There is a licensed premises opposite this 

and there is no doubt going to be fights between these two premises, we already have to contend with so 

much undesirable behaviours and issues, don’t need any more. 

People within the council that make these decisions, never live in these areas and I think possibly make 

decisions based on money. This is not fair, please consider us, the people that live here, and have to suffer 

the consequences. 

Local people are unlikely to use this proposed venue - it will be full of the same people that hang around 

the cafes and barbers till all times, people from out of area, causing trouble and a good portion of them 

involved in gang behaviour. 

Please take this objection seriously - it worries me greatly that things are going to get worse around here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fsearch%2F14%2BHoward%250D%250AStreet%2C%2BBirmingham%2C%2BB19%2B3HN%3Fentry%3Dgmail%26source%3Dg&data=05%7C02%7Clicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cc45ed79ecb4d4c99187008dc53f77492%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638477569546486911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BMFw33TMm0gSUctZ2LFhDrsapUdGbCsRAyJWHcKIMlA%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix 4 

 
From: 44lounge Birmingham limited 

Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2024 5:08 PM 

To: Licensing  

 Subject: Licence objection 

 

Subject: Objection to Premise License Application: The Afro Lounge Dear [Recipient's Name],  

 

We are writing to you on behalf of 44 Lounge Birmingham Ltd regarding the premise license application 

made by XYPE LIMITED for The Afro Lounge, located at Ground floor, 14 Howard Street Hockley, 

Birmingham, B19 3HN.  

 

We wish to express our concerns regarding the terms of the proposed license, as it presents a conflict of 

interest with our establishment. Our lounge operates within the same hours and is situated directly 

opposite The Afro Lounge, sharing the same building.  

 

 

Over the past months, we have encountered numerous incidents involving parking and traffic congestion 

during the night, resulting in multiple interventions by law enforcement and traffic management 

authorities. Additionally, we have experienced environmental issues caused by patrons discarding cups and 

rubbish on the street.  

 

 

Given the proximity of The Afro Lounge to our premises, located just 1 meter across the road, we anticipate 

further challenges in managing the crowd and potential incidents that may arise. Moreover, controlling the 

traffic flow during nighttime operations will pose significant difficulties.  

 

 

We urge you to carefully consider these factors before granting a license similar to ours for The Afro 

Lounge. Issuing such a license directly opposite our business premises will create a highly competitive and 

bustling nighttime environment in the area, which may exacerbate existing challenges. Thank you for your 

attention to this matter. We trust that you will give due consideration to our concerns before making a 

decision on the premise license application. 

 

Sincerely,            44 Lounge Birmingham Ltd 
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Appendix 5 
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Appendix 6 
 

From: bw licensing   

Sent: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 11:09 AM 

To: Licensing   

Cc: carl  

Subject: Re: Addition Conditions - The Afro Lounge - Ground Floor - 14 Howard Street - Hockley – 

Birmingham - B19 3HN - 178113 

 

Good Morning Licensing, 

 

With regard to the premises licence application for The Afro Lounge, 14 Howard Street, Hockley B19 3HN 

 

West Midlands Police have reviewed this application and are happy that if the below conditions are added 

to the licence, then the licensing objectives will be met and promoted.  

 

The below conditions have been agreed with the applicant, via their agent, as per below email chain who is 

copied in this. 

 

• The premises licence holder or their nominated person will check the CCTV system daily, prior to 

carrying out any licensable activity to ensure the system is working and recording. This check will be 

documented, dated, timed and signed by the person checking. This documentation to be made 

available to any of the responsible authorities on request. 

• For any third party promoted event, whether fully or part prompted with the premises, the 

premises licence holder or their nominated person will send West Midlands Police Central Licensing 

Team a notification of the event a minimum of 28 days prior to the event. If the event is graded as 

medium risk or above the notification will be accompanied by a bespoke risk assessment for that 

event. 

• If the premises is hired out or booked by an individual or company and not open to the general 

public on a ‘walk-in’ basis, the premises licence holder or their nominated person will send West 
Midlands Police Central Licensing Team a notification of the event a minimum of 28 days prior to 

the event. If the event is graded as medium risk or above the notification will be accompanied by a 

bespoke risk assessment for that event. 

• The premises fire risk assessment will be made available to any of the responsible authorities 

immediately on request. 

 

 

If the above conditions are imposed onto the licence then West Midlands Police have no objection to this 

licence application. 

 

Regards and thanks 
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Chris Jones 55410 

Birmingham Licensing Team 

West Midlands Police 

Working in partnership, making communities safer

 

 

From: Carl Moore   

Sent: 26 March 2024 10:32 

To: Christopher Jones   

Subject: [External]: Re: Premises licence: New application - The Afro Lounge - Ground Floor - 14 Howard 

Street - Hockley – Birmingham - B19 3HN - 178113 

 

 

Hi Chris,  

 

Sorry for the delay, just waiting on the applicant to reply.  

 

They are happy for the below conditions to be included on the New Premises License.  

 

• The premises licence holder or their nominated person will check the CCTV system daily, prior to 

carrying out any licensable activity to ensure the system is working and recording. This check will be 

documented, dated, timed and signed by the person checking. This documentation to be made 

available to any of the responsible authorities on request. 

 

• For any third party promoted event, whether fully or part prompted with the premises, the 

premises licence holder or their nominated person will send West Midlands Police Central Licensing 

Team a notification of the event a minimum of 28 days prior to the event. If the event is graded as 

medium risk or above the notification will be accompanied by a bespoke risk assessment for that 

event. 

 

• If the premises is hired out or booked by an individual or company and not open to the general 

public on a ‘walk-in’ basis, the premises licence holder or their nominated person will send West 
Midlands Police Central Licensing Team a notification of the event a minimum of 28 days prior to 

the event. If the event is graded as medium risk or above the notification will be accompanied by a 

bespoke risk assessment for that event. 

 

• The premises fire risk assessment will be made available to any of the responsible authorities 

immediately on request. 

 

 

Regards  

 

Carl 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwestmidlandspolice&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409848043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9JBOxQ4uQhcCKoj6mypd0Xsg1T3lpkmh7lOgfmN3V8U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fwmpolice&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409858649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6RCLK2RyEBiriTwHcnueG7anj0TLLZ23s%2BjflgQ%2FsDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fwestmidlandspolice%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409866584%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WSUJVlnzS%2BPUWAN1dhYk%2BbWBzhjX3zYPilNKRmJU%2FJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fwest-midlands-police%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409873362%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RvKl65AIupIB5uAth8GbPXbcgdOhWkFWWdfal2A6480%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwestmidlandspolice&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409879677%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7gmaXROUKeNo0pkYcbSliyVnhJcGhTqrW577g9cKtY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftiktok.com%2F%40officialwmp&data=05%7C02%7CLicensing%40birmingham.gov.uk%7Cb6d7ee21a9ec4694b2d708dc52fce762%7C699ace67d2e44bcdb303d2bbe2b9bbf1%7C0%7C0%7C638476493409885713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MkvRIUgVSijajvMsX6%2BOZN1qWRJqno5Uow2KIpMjmnM%3D&reserved=0
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Appendix 7 
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