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Request for Call In – Pro-forma   

Date: 26 September 2025 

Please arrange for a meeting of the Economy, Skills and Culture Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee to be called to discuss the following executive decision:  
 

Title Approval for Disposal of JQ Assets (Cafe Block) 

Taken By:  Cabinet Committee – Property 
 

On: 23 September 2025  
Reason for request:  

Criteria  Yes/No  Brief Explanation  

(a) Is the Executive decision within 
existing policy?  

  
  

1. the decision appears to 
be contrary to the Budget or one 
of the ‘policy framework’ plans 
or strategies  

☐  

  

2. the decision appears to 
be inconsistent with any other 
form of policy approved by the 
full Council, the Executive or the 
Regulatory Committees  

☒  

The Council’s heritage strategy states that it 

aims to be aims to be ‘a robust but flexible 

framework for co-operation between the city 

council and all those active in supporting local 

heritage.’ There has been no cooperation on 

this issue despite concerns being raised about 

impact on award winning jewellery heritage 

of the quarter.  

 

The Jewellery Quarter Conservation Area 

Character Appraisal and Management Plan 

states highlights importance of the 

interdependencies between small businesses 

in the quarter to the survival of the jewellery 

trade, which these proposals threaten. The 

Management plan states that “It is now 

essential that policies to encourage the 

traditional industries are acted upon so that 

the unique and special character of the 

Jewellery Quarter is preserved.” Without 

jewellery, there is no jewellery quarter.   

 

 

3. the decision appears to 
be inconsistent with 
recommendations previously 
made by an Overview and 
Scrutiny body (and accepted by 
the full Council or the 
Executive)  

☐ 

 

https://birmingham.cmis.uk.com/birmingham/Decisions/tabid/67/ctl/ViewCMIS_DecisionDetails/mid/391/Id/bc14f95a-0b4c-4539-a383-bbb9855b00ec/Default.aspx
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(b) Is the Executive decision well-
founded?  

  
 

4. the Executive appears to 
have failed to consult relevant 
stakeholders or other interested 
persons before arriving at its 
decision  

☒  

Neither businesses in the block, nor wider 
jewellery businesses or the BID were 
consulted. Councillors who did raise 
concerns were not provided with 
responses ahead of the meeting 

5. the Executive appears to 
have overlooked some relevant 
consideration in arriving at its 
decision  

  
☒  

The impact on the jewellery trade, an 
important part of the city’s heritage which 
has just won an award, has not been 
considered.  
 
There has been no economic impact 
assessment on loss of 
tradespersons/businesses 
 
No reconsideration of value and impact 
based on award of World Craft Status  

6. the decision has already 
generated particular controversy 
amongst those likely to be 
affected by it or, in the opinion 
of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee, it is likely so to do  

☐ 

 

7. there is a substantial lack 
of clarity, material inaccuracy or 
insufficient information provided 
in the report to allow the 
Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee to hold the Executive 
to account and/or add value to 
the work of the Council  

☐  

 

(c) Has the Executive decision been 
properly taken?  

  
 

8. the decision appears to 
give rise to significant legal, 
financial, governance or 
propriety issue  

  

☐  

  

9. the notification of the 
decision does not appear to have 
been in accordance with council 
procedures  

  

☐  
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Councillor  

 

  
 
  Ken Wood  

(Signed)    

(Print Name)  

  
 
Councillor  

 

   Alex Yip 

  (Signed)    (Print Name)  
  
 


