IN THE MATTER OF

BETWEEN

Birmingham City Council

-and-

Ark Convenience Stores Limited

Witness Statement of Mr Surinder Singh Ark

I, Surinder Singh Ark, whose date of birth is , of

will say the following:

1. Except where otherwise stated, I make this statement on the basis of facts and
matters within my own knowledge. Where any statement I make is based on

information supplied to me, I believe the same to be true.

2. Iam the Director of Ark Convenience Stores Limited (the Business), registered

and trading from 85 Turves Green, Birmingham, England, B31 4AH.

3. The Business operates as a convenience store, selling alcohol, cigarettes,

groceries and confectionery.

4. Due to the nature of the Business, namely selling alcohol, both the Business and
I have current and valid Premises and Personal Licences issued by Birmingham

City Council. In particular, I have held my Personal Licence for the last nine

years or so'.
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5. During the time I have operated the Business, I have never been subject to
proceedings by any authority, for example, Trading Standards, HM Revenue &
Customs and/or the Police. Furthermore, I have never been subject to any

licence review by Birmingham City council.

6. In order to assist me operate the business, I have one full-time member of staff,
my brother Mr Lakhbir Singh (Lakhbir), and one part-time member of staff, Mr
Ranjit Sandhu (Ranjit). On occasion I will also seek the assistance of my sons,

although not very often.

7. Except s stated below, all the buying of stock is carried out by me, and I source
goods from reputable cash and carry’s and directly from suppliers by way of

visiting Representatives.
Trip to India

8. On or around January/February 2021, my younger brother, went to India to visit
our parents, as they were unwell and we were extremely concerned about their

wellbeing due to Covid-19 and the state of matters in India at that time.

9. Ashe arrived back in the UK, I was contacted by my parents, who informed me

that they had both contracted Covid-19 and needed urgent medical care.

10. Due to their ages, and health issues, I was extremely scared and anxious,
furthermore, as the eldest son, and with little to no family support in Punjab,
especially due to the horrific Covid-19 conditions in India at the time, I had no

choice but to go and be with my parents.

11. I flew out on a flight on Tuesday 23 February from London Heathrow Airport
at 8.45 am and arrived at Amritsar Airport on Wednesday 24 February?.
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12. This was not a planned visit by me, I booked my travel ticket the same day that
I was informed of my parents ill health and flew out within a day or two of the

same.

13. In normal circumstances, when I am not in the shop, by brother will be working,
however on this occasion, due to the urgency of my trip, he had to drop me off

to Heathrow Airport.
Visit by Trading Standards — 24 February 2021

14. As I arrived in India, I was contacted by my son, Amrit, who informed me that
Trading Standards had been to the shop and seized a number of bottles of
Krackoff Vodka and some mixed wines®.

15. I now understand the total number of bottles seized was 69.

16. I recall at the time, as I had not long arrived in Punjab, I was more concerned
with the health of my parents, however I do recall informing Amrit that we had
nothing to worry about as all the stock had been purchased by me from reputable
wholesalers and that I would sort it out when I got back home.

17. I was not informed of anything else by Amrit at this stage.

Purchase of Seized Stock — Mixed Wines

18. I arrived back in the UK on Monday 15 March 2021¢, at which point I spoke

with Amrit and we discussed what had happened.

19. It was at this stage that he informed me that a Representative had visited the
shop on the day I flew out, Tuesday 23 February, offering various spirits, wines

and beers for sale at good prices.
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20. Amrit went onto inform me that the Representative had informed him that his
company has buying accounts with large cash and carry’s and due to the amount
of stock that they purchase, they obtain discounts that are not available to

customers which they then pass on to the retailers.

21. During the course of this visit Amrit, decided to buy some stock that he thought

would sell well.

22. Amrit does not buy stock for the shop, albeit he does sometimes assist me when

I go to cash and carry’s etc.

23. Buying stock is my sole responsibility and I would never buy from a

Representative who was not from a recognised wholesaler/supplier.
Purchase of Seized Stock — Krackoff Vodka

24.1 note that the complaint to crime stoppers was made in circa February 2020,
one year prior to the February 2021 visit by Trading Standards, and due to the
passage of time, and the fact that Krackoff Vodka is such a slow seller, these

bottles have been in stock for a number of years prior to this date.

25. 1 do not now recall where I purchased them from, and nor have I been able to

locate any invoice for them at this time.

Visit by Trading Standards — 29 March 2021

26. A further visit was undertaken by Trading Standards on 29 March 2021, where

further stock was seized’.

27. Due to the fact that on two separate occasions stock has been seized from the
Business, I have now undertaken an audit of the stock to satisfy myself that the

remaining stock on the premises is legitimate and can be accounted for.
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28.

However, I note that there are some wines seized that are dated 2016, I do not
believe that these wines were purchased by Amrit from the Representative, and
I certainly do not believe that they are counterfeit and/or nonduty paid stock and
I put Birmingham City Council to strict proof and wish for them to establish the

same.

New/Updated Stock Purchase Procedures

29.

30.

31.

32.

33

34.

35.

As I have stated above, only I purchase stock for the Business.

However due to my emergency visit to my parents in India, Amrit tried to use
his initiative and purchased stock from a Representative, at which he thought
was a good price, that he should have not done so, and I find myself having a

review of my premises licence.

I understand that goods that have been deemed counterfeit, were seized from
my Business, for which I hold the Personal Licence, but the goods were not

purchased by me and I reiterate paragraph 28 above.

I also understand as the Personal Licence holder, I have overall responsibility
for compliance, and I have now again reiterated and brought processes into

place that mean only I can buy stock®.

This also includes if I am away, and stock lines are sold out, that no one under

any circumstances will buy any further stock.

I am not engaged in or encourage criminal activity, I did not buy the seized
stock and therefore could not have known that it was illicit and from a dubious

source.,

This was a simple mistake by my son.
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I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. 1 understand that
proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes

to be made, a false statement in a document verified by & statement of truth without an
honest belief in its truth.

Signed: __ Dated: __ 24 o'l/ 2
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W'Birmingham SeprchBookNo: 9 00
| City Council

NOTICE OF POWERS AND RIGHTS
POWERS OF ENTRY WITH / WITHOUT WARRANT

Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Code of Practice B
Consumer Rights Act 2015

This notice is issued under the above legislation to advise you of your rights, and of the °mci;s
Powers, during this inspection of your premises. Your premises are being inspected because the
Officer in charge suspects that a criminal offence may have been committed.

Nﬁa_r_ne and Address of Premises: T S —— = L
NP NG YA \\3 N &Z L (o ensend Sce e
%S— T[/LI'N'S CT\‘QQ/\ ¢ Ncﬁh&\\e(d .

This inspection is being camried out using statutary powers contained within the legislation detailed
below. The statutory powers available may vary depending upon the legislation concerned. Some of
the powers the officer may wish to exercise have been summarised, as far as practicable, on the
reverse of this notice, together with a summary of your rights.

This inspection is being conducted under powers contained within the following legistation:
3 me—n Ler powers comalnec witin the Totowng
(17 A S s 1A SA 80
N po\s”
The purpose of the inspectionis: o . .
CA T rLcoflicl .

D;té of ngéctmq;__ ﬁmg of Inspection: Entry Warrant Used: ]

QI\: ‘- &UQJ N (0 ﬁ/\/\ Yes D No i_]}
You should be advised that obstructing a duly authorised officer is a criminal offence. Obstruction
includes where a person intentionally obstructs an officer, intentionally fails to comply with

instructions given by an officer, without good reason fails to give an officer assistance or information
reasonably required and/or makes a statement or a reckless statement which they know is false or
misleading.

I have read and understood the details‘;;nfai-r;ed within this notice and have received a_;opy- for
' my records.
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NOTICE OF POWERS AND RIGHTS

: POWERS OF ENTRY WITH / WITHOUT WARRANT
? Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, Code of Practice B
E Consumer Rights Act 2015
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You should be advised that obstructing a duly authorised officer is a criminal offence. Obstruction
¥ includes where a person intentionally obstructs an officer, intentionally fails to comply with
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Certificate of Employers’
Liability Insurance (a)

M

required by regulstion 5 of the Employers’ Liabiitty (Compulec
! lations), ONe Or More 0opies of this certificate must be displayed

: holder emplioys pereons covered by this policy).

w



BCCABRNA
Highlight

BCCABRNA
Highlight

BCCABRNA
Highlight

BCCABRNA
Highlight

BCCABRNA
Highlight

BCCABRNA
Highlight


IN THE MATTER OF
BETWEEN
Birmingham City Council
-and-

Ark Convenience Stores Limited

Appendix _6_



Record of Discussion

| agree and understand that |, the undersigned, will not
purchase any stock to be sold at Ark Convenience Store,
situated at 85 Turves Green, Birmingham, B31 4AH.

Furthermore, | understand that stock will only be purchased
by Surinder Singh Ark and no one else, and if anyone else

purchases stock, | will inform Surinder Singh Ark immediately
and without fail.

Print Name Sign Date

amrit Singh Ark: _ SR oY)
ranjtsanchu: QI -t/

Lakhvir Singh: _-___ Ob'loell X
Surinder Singh Ark: —_ ?—!09/ 102
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