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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

LICENSING
SUB-COMMITTEE C
2 APRIL 2025

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE C HELD
ON WEDNESDAY 2 APRIL 2025 AT 1000 HOURS AS AN ON-LINE MEETING.

PRESENT: - Councillor Diane Donaldson in the Chair.
Councillors Julien Pritchard and Penny Wagg.

ALSO PRESENT

Shaid Yasser — Licensing Section
Joanne Swampillai — Legal Services
Katy Poole — Committee Services

(Other officers were also present for web streaming purposes but were not
actively participating in the meeting)
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NOTICE OF RECORDING/WEBCAST

The Chair advised the meeting that the meeting would be webcast for live or
subsequent broadcast via the Council's Public-l microsite (please click this
link) and that members of the press/public may record and take photographs
except where there are confidential or exempt items.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were reminded that they must declare all relevant pecuniary and other
registerable interests arising from any business to be discussed at the meeting.

If a disclosable pecuniary interest was declared, a Member must not participate in
any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in the room unless they
had been granted a dispensation.

If other registerable interests were declared, a Member may speak on the matter
only if members of the public were allowed to speak at the meeting but otherwise
must not take part in any discussion or vote on the matter and must not remain in
the room unless they have been granted a dispensation.

If it was a ‘sensitive interest’, Members did not have to disclose the nature of the
interest, just that they have an interest.

Information on the Local Government Association’s Model Councillor Code of
Conduct was set out via http://bit.ly/3WtGQnN. This included, at Appendix 1, an
interests flowchart which provided a simple guide to declaring interests at
meetings.
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APOLOGIES AND NOTIFICATION OF NOMINEE MEMBERS

Apologies had been submitted by Councillor Jilly Bermingham and Councillor
Julien Pritchard was the nominated substitute Member.

GAMBLING ACT 2005 — LICENSED PREMISES GAMING MACHINE PERMIT -
LUCKY CLAW, 2\° FLOOR, WYNNER HOUSE, BROMSGROVE STREET, B5
6RG

On Behalf of the Applicant

Leo Charalambides — Barrister
Carl Moore — Agent
Yanbo Yang - Applicant

Janice Morrison — Birmingham City Council Licensing Enforcement (was there to
assist Committee if needed)

* % %

The Chair introduced the Members and Officers present and asked if there were
any preliminary points for the Sub-Committee to consider. No preliminary points
were made.

The Chair outlined the procedure to be followed at the hearing and invited the
Licensing Officer to present his report. Shaid Yasser, Licensing Section, outlined
the report.

At this stage the Chair invited the applicant to make their presentation. Leo
Charalmbides made the following points: -

a) That there was a premises licence already in situ at the premises.

b) The premises licence had a number of conditions attached to it, such as:
Challenge 25, no under 18s on the premises after 2000 hours.

c) The application was for ‘crane grab’ style machines whereby customers
would use the crane grab to try and pick up items such as cuddly toys or
collectables.

d) 63 of the machines would be crane grabs and 32 would be arcade machines
(dance and game machines). 15 of which were multiplayer games.

e) The venue was very much entertainment led.
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f) That all the necessary checks had been carried out at the time the alcohol
licence was granted and the Licensing Officer had inspected the premises
and the machines to ensure they were compliant.

Following some questions from Members to the applicant, the Chair invited the
Licensing Officer to make her submissions. Janice Morrison outlined the visit she
conducted at the premises and also advised the Committee that she supported
the application and had no objections.

The Chair invited both parties to make a brief closing submission. Both parties
confirmed that they had nothing further to add.

The Members, Committee Lawyer and Committee Manager conducted the
deliberations in a separate private session and a full written decision was sent to
all parties as follows;

4/020425 RESOLVED

That the application by PC888 Limited for a Licensed Premises Gaming Machine
Permit in respect of Lucky Claw, 2" Floor, Wynner House, Bromsgrove Street,
Birmingham B5 6RG, be granted as per the application.

The Sub Committee deliberated the application put forward by the company,
including the policies and procedures in the Committee Report, and the likely
impact of the application, and concluded that by granting this application, the three
objectives contained in the Act will be properly promoted.

The Sub-Committee heard detailed submissions from counsel to the applicant
company. Counsel was accompanied by the company director and his agent.
Counsel explained that the premises licence had been granted. The necessary
checks had been carried out at the time that the premises licence had been
granted. The licensing enforcement officer had inspected the premises and the
machines. The machines were compliant with the Gambling Commission's codes
of practice.

The concerns around the three objectives, particularly safeguarding, had been met
by the conditions. The crime and disorder objective had been addressed via
arrangements for CCTV and training. Counsel observed that the Gambling
Commission's advice to local authorities was that if enforcement was required
against this type of premises, the Review powers under the 2003 Act should be
used. The sub-Committee noted this.

The Sub-Committee then heard from the Licensing Enforcement officer, as per her
document in the Committee Report. She confirmed that she had conducted an
inspection and had found that the operating style of Lucky Claw was suitable and
that it was adequately managed. Accordingly, she had no objection to the issue of
the Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit to allow the use of 95 Category D
machines.
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The Sub-Committee found all to be in order, and therefore granted the application
as requested.

In reaching this decision, the Sub-Committee has given due consideration to the
City Council’'s Statement of Licensing Policy, the Guidance issued under section
25 of the Gambling Act 2005 by the Commission, and the application for a
Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit.

The meeting ended at 1035 hours.




