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AMENDMENT TO MOTION

CITY COUNCIL
DATE 8 April 2025

1 to 14A

Add after the 6™ bullet point:

7. Bring back bulky collections as soon as possible.

8. Explore the potential for outsourcing waste management services through a task and

finish group and report the findings back to cabinet.
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AMENDMENT TO MOTION

CITY COUNCIL
8th April 2025

1. Delete “are likely to” and REPLACE WITH “may”

2. At end of ‘Council notes that’ section, insert:

The council’s extensive Cost of Living Programme is working with hundreds of
partners across the city, helping residents claim their benefit entitlements, improving
access to other help and support, including for employment, and has recently begun
enrolling more children for free school meals.

The council’'s new Connected Communities service will promote access to
information, community wellbeing, digital inclusion, education and culture, and
provide community hubs supporting residents with localised support on their
doorstep.

3. Delete second bullet point of ‘Council resolves’ section

4. In fourth bullet point, after “respond to the” INSERT “national”
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AMENDMENT TO MOTION 2 to 14B

CITY COUNCIL
8 APRIL 2025

Add to End:

The Council further notes that from April 2025, the level of Household Support Fund
(HSF) funding has been reduced by 11.8% in cash terms.

The Household Support Fund was introduced by the Conservative Government in 2019
and has since been widely lauded by councils across the country - regardless of political
affiliation - as a critical source of support for struggling families. Deputy Leader of the
Council, Sharon Thompson has previously described it as a ‘vital lifeline’ and Council
Leader, John Cotton has commented that the fund has prevented ‘many more families
being plunged into crisis’ and removing support risked ‘leading to catastrophic levels of
energy and food poverty.’

Based on last year’s funding levels, which were allocated under both Conservative and
Labour administrations, this Council has now lost £3.038m of support. This is in addition
to the Council previously ceasing its own contribution to the fund as a result of spend
control brought about by its financial crisis. This resulted in £1.3m of unspent funds being
withdrawn and no further contributions forthcoming.

This funding cut comes at the same time as the Government have withdrawn the winter
fuel allowance for millions of pensioners, energy prices are increasing, and the City
Council have put up Council Tax by 7.5%.

This funding is urgently needed to help families in Birmingham who are still grappling with
the burden of rising energy and food costs and are now further impacted by the
government’s proposed benefits reforms. Reducing this support could put vulnerable lives
at risk.

In light of this, this Council calls upon the Labour government to recognise the needs of
struggling families and restore previous levels of the Household Support Fund.
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AMENDMENT TO MOTION

CITY COUNCIL
DATE 8% April 2025

Add before Council resolves

“Council further notes that recent Council budgets have recently cut Local Welfare
Provision support grants and the benefits advice team, which were further sources of
support for those in need.”

“Council believes that government should not be addressing budget deficits on the
backs of the most vulnerable and could find funding to eliminate cuts to disability
support benefits by introducing a wealth tax.”

Add at end of Council resolves

e “To ask the Leader to write to Government to asking them to rethink the
proposals and instead introduce a wealth tax.

e To ask the Leader of the Council to write to Birmingham MPs asking them to join
the Council in lobbying against the cuts to disability support, and to vote them
against them in Parliament.

e To ask the Executive to work with the Task & Finish Group to investigate ways of
reinstating the Council’s Benefits Advice Team with a focus on supporting

residents to maximise the benefit support they are entitled to.

e To ask the Executive to work with the Task & Finish Group to investigate ways of
reinstating the Council’s Local Welfare Provision support grant.

e To ask the Executive to work with the Task & Finish Group to investigate other
practical ways the Council could support residents affected by these cuts and
changes to disability support.”
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