Appendix 1

Birmingham City Council
Report to Cabinet

25t July 2023
Subject: Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) Refresh — update
to Cabinet at Quarter 1 of the 2023/24 Financial Year
Report of: Fiona Greenway, Interim Director of Finance & Section
151 Officer
Relevant Cabinet Councillor John Cotton, Leader
Member: Councillor Sharon Thompson, Deputy Leader
Councillor Brigid Jones, Cabinet Member for Finance
and Resources
Relevant O &S Councillor Jack Deakin, Finance and Resources
Chair(s): Overview & Scrutiny Committee
Report author: Peter Sebastian
Head of Financial Planning (interim)
Email Address: peter.sebastian@birmingham.gov.uk
Are specific wards affected? (] Yes No — All
wards
If yes, name(s) of ward(s): affected
Is this a key decision? Yes L] No
If relevant, add Forward Plan Reference: 011384/2023
Is the decision eligible for call-in? Yes L] No
Does the report contain confidential or exempt information? [ Yes No
1 Executive Summary
1.1 As part of the Council’s approach to financial management, the Council provides

updated forecasts across the Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) period to Cabinet
three times a year — at Quarter One (this report); Quarter Two (in October) and at
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1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

2.1

2.2

Quarter Three (December/January, in the run up to formal budget-setting for the next
financial year).

This report shows forecast budget pressures and inflation forecasts over the
current financial year (2023/24) and the remaining financial years that make up
the MTFP. It is projected that there is in-year budget shortfall of £87.4m in
2023/24, rising to £164.8m in 2024/25, reflecting the extent to which the costs of
current service provision exceed the funding levels. These projected budget
shortfalls do not reflect any additional costs relating to Equal Pay,
including potential future liabilities as well as the cost of implementing any
scheme of job evaluation.

Across the country, many councils are facing significant and similar budget
pressures — mainly due to increased demand for services from residents, higher
than forecast inflation and difficulty with delivering existing savings programmes
in this current economic climate. Therefore, the current MTFP forecasts for
Birmingham City Council (BCC), while serious and requiring immediate attention,
are not unique.

What is unique, in the BCC context, is the significant and additional forecast
liability for Equal Pay claims of between £650m and £760m. The Council has
engaged with its External Auditors and is having ongoing discussions with the
Department of Levelling-Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC).

It is for this reason that this report supports the implementation of mandatory
spending controls to give the Council time to further review financial pressures
(including finalising the details of the Equal Pay liability) and mitigations.

In addition, this report recommends the implementation of a Robust Budget
Savings & Recovery Plan to tackle existing budget pressures and the financial
implications of the additional Equal Pay liability. This Plan sets out a series of
activities that need to be delivered over the next five years to achieve financial
stability within the Council, reviewing all aspects of BCC's financial management
systems, processes and capability. This Plan will also seek to tackle financial
pressures and rebuild corporate reserves over the medium term.

Recommendations
Cabinet is recommended to:

Note the MTFP budget pressures (inflation, savings, directorate pressures,
Collection Fund update), as well as the Quarter One 2023/24 position (which
provides a high-level assessment of a budget gap for this financial year) (Section
5 of this report);

Note the wider financial position of the Council, in terms of capital expenditure
and available corporate resources, which demonstrate that the additional Equal
Pay liability, alongside MTFP budget pressures, cannot be found within existing
BCC resources (Section 5);
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2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

3.1

3.2

Note the work carried out to date to assess the potential scale of additional Equal
Pay liabilities (Section 4);

Endorse the mandatory spending controls which came into effect from 5 July
2023 (Section 6);

Endorse the robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan — to close the forecast
budget gaps in the current financial year and future financial years— as per the
timetable included in this report (Section 6); and

Agree the 2024/25 budget-setting timetable, including the dates for the
implementation of the recommendations in this report (Section 7)

Background

Birmingham City Council (BCC) approved its 2023/24 annual budget and
Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP) on 28 February 2023 as part of the
annual budget setting cycle. Budgets were balanced up to 2023/24 (and
across the MTFP period) on the assumption that:

a. £97.1m of savings were to be delivered over the next four years to 2026/27
(assuming no savings are brought forward undelivered from 2022/23);

b. Budget managers and budget holders are diligent in working within
budgetary envelopes; and

c. Council tax was increased by 4.99% (including 2% for social care) with
income levels largely returning to pre-Covid levels.

This paper:

a. Updates the assumptions (particularly inflation) that were used to set
budgets for the 2023/24 financial year and provide an initial high-level
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3.3

forecast (as at Period 3; Quarter One, April — June 2023) for the 2023/24
financial year;

b. Updates the budget assessments over the MTFP period (from 2024/25
to 2027/28) based on the most recent forecasts (particularly with regard
to inflation);

c. Provides an update on Directorate spending to identify recent spending
pressures, as well as progress against the agreed savings programme
within the 2023/24 Financial Plan;

d. Provides an outline of the Robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan,
including proposals for spending controls and key workstreams;

e. Outlines the timetable and next steps required for the budget-setting
process for the 2024/25 financial year, including budget consultation and
engagement;

f. Outlines the scale of the Council’s existing capital programme -
including a summary of existing borrowing (a full Capital and Treasury
Management will come to Cabinet later this year); and

g. Provides an initial assessment of potentially available corporate
reserves that could be used to cover potential upcoming financial
liabilities. It should be noted that these reserves are currently an
estimate; a full review of reserves will be completed as part of the
2022/23 outturn report that will come to Cabinet in Autumn 2023.

This paper does not cover ringfenced revenue funding in the Housing
Revenue Account (HRA) or the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) — it solely
focuses on General Fund revenue budgets. The HRA Business Plan is
expected to come to Cabinet in September 2023 for review; the DSG budget
position is covered as part of the usually cycle of quarterly reporting to
Cabinet.

National & Local Financial Context

Cabinet should note that there are a significant range of challenges that this
Authority, and all public bodies, are currently facing. Research by the Special
Interest Group of Municipal Authorities (SIGOMA) which represents 47 urban
authorities, published on 19 June 2023, found that 55% of respondents were
unsure whether they would be able to meet the budgets that were approved in
March 2023 for the 2023/24 financial year. Based on the updated MTFP forecasts
in Section Four of this report, without immediate and urgent action, BCC is in a
similar position. The macroeconomic factors that are causing financial pressures
include:
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4.2

4.3

a. The impact of inflation — compared to February 2023 when the budget

for the 2023/24 financial year was agreed, inflation looks set to be higher
than forecast. This manifests itself in a number of ways, from increased
pay and materials budgets to rising energy costs; for example, the
2023/24 Financial Plan included an increased budget allocation of £18
million for the Council’s energy bills and a £6 million increase for our
schools. Further details on the impact of inflation are detailed in Section
Five of this report;

. Impact of Covid — this continues to impact in a number of ways, from

increased support needs for our residents (resulting in additional
pressures on public services) to the income collection, as can be seen
in the movement in the Collection Fund (most notably for business rates)
that is described in Section Five;

. Uncertain central government funding — the Council’s net revenue

budget is funded from four main sources: Business Rates, Council Tax,
government grants and fees & charges. (Where necessary, corporate
reserves may also be used to cover specific expenditure or cover budget
shortfalls.) Fees & charges are dependent on activity levels and
residents’ ability to pay. While Council Tax and Business Rates are also
dependent on ratepayers’ ability to pay, there are a number of
uncertainties over these funding streams in future. Central Government
has provided some clarity for the 2024/25 financial year only — namely
that current Council Tax threshold levels (i.e., the amount that rates can
be increased without the need for a referendum) will remain at 3% for
Council tax and 2% for the Adult Social Care precept. Future reforms to
the Business Rates system are currently delayed until 2025/26 at the
earliest but may have a significant impact on BCC.

At present, there are also a number of challenges that are specific to BCC:

a. Oracle finance system implementation — as approved by Cabinet on 27

June, this MTFP refresh includes £33.7m of costs from 2023/24 onwards to
fix urgent issues, and to develop a plan that will deliver the Council’s vision
for an optimised Oracle. The total cost is £46.5m, including £12.8m of costs
that had related to the 2022/23 financial year. In addition, the time taken to
fix this Oracle system has delayed the completion of the 2022/23 outturn
report and final reserves position, which means that this report cannot fully
consider the impact on reserves of future cost pressures. This will be done
at the Quarter Two MTFP refresh report due to come to Cabinet in October.

. Equal Pay challenges — the additional forecast Equal Pay liability is a key

driver for the recommendations in this report. As noted above, initial
estimates of the potential additional Equal Pay liability are between £650m
and £760m.

Before the financial implications of this Equal Pay liability can be fully quantified
for the MTFP, a more detailed calculation, using individual time-series data, to
assess the full extent of the Equal Pay liability is being carried out. The results of
this work are expected in August.
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4.4

5

5.1

5.2

The overall scale of the liability needs to be quantified to assess total costs and
enable BCC to explore all options for payment. A provision for Equal Pay liability
will also need to be made within all accounts that are not currently signed off by
auditors — this includes the 2020/21, 2021/22 and 2022/23 financial years — to
demonstrate the scale of the issue at that point in time. This provision cannot be
made until a financial solution is agreed with national government and
stakeholders. At that point, the accounts can be reviewed and signed off by
auditors.

MTFP — updated forecasts

The key movements from the MTFP position since BCC approved the budget for
2023/24 (and forecasts for future years) in February 2023 are shown in the table
below. The projections identify a significant in-year budget shortfall of £87.4m in
2023/24, rising to £164.8m in 24/25, reflecting the extent to which the costs of
current service provision exceed the funding levels:

2023/24 2024/25 2025/26  2026/27 2027/28
£'000 £'000 £'000 £'000 £'000

Total Net Expenditure (as per 2023/24 Financial Plan) 925,078 1,018,314 1,035,612 1,049,934 1,083,206

Total Resources (as per 2023/24 Financial Plan) (925,078) (1,018,314) (1,035,612) (1,049,934) (1,079,093)
Budget gap as (as per 2023/24 Financial Plan) - - - - 4,113

Expenditure

Budget Pressures

Staffing 3,844 3,973 4,070 4,170 4,273

Demand/Complexity Growth 55,586 37,736 44,027 42,240 39,840

Statutory Requirement - - - - R
Borrowing costs, investment etc - - - - -

Budget Pressures Subtotal 59,430 41,709 48,097 46,410 44,113

Corporately Managed Budgets (4,240) (4,097) (3,935) (4,154) (5,461)
Pay Inflation - - (2,532) (5,178) (7,943)
Contract Inflation 1,042 27,346 51,904 55,348 58,666

Other Inflation 19,875 28,352 35,367 42,593 50,063

Fees and Charges Inflation - (357) (365) (372) (378)
Inflation Sub-total 20,917 55,341 84,374 92,391 100,408

Savings

High Risk Savings 35,141 56,274 75,374 75,374 75,374

Savings Subtotal 35,141 56,274 75,374 75,374 75,374

Total Net Expenditure Movements 111,248 149,227 203,910 210,021 214,434

Resources

Business Rates - 14,100 (27,677) (40,165) (41,052)
Council Tax - 2,019 - - -

Other Grants Excl DSG & ABG - - - - R
Top Up Grant - - - - -

Other income 5,044 2,589 2,589 2,589 2,589
Net Payment to/(from) Reserves (28,907) (3,096) (1,687) - -
Total Resources Movement (23,863) 15,612 (26,775) (37,576)  (38,463)
MTFP Budget Gap at July 2023 87,385 164,838 177,135 172,445 180,084

These projected budget shortfalls do not reflect any additional costs relating to
Equal Pay, including potential future liabilities as well as the cost of implementing
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5.3

5.4

5.5

any scheme of job evaluation. Full detail on these projections is included in

paragraphs 5.3 — 5.15 below.

Budget Pressures & Policy Choices — this is made up of two elements:

a. Staffing — this includes the correction of a previous budget issue that
relates to the 1.25% planned increase in National Insurance
contributions (and therefore pay costs) which was subsequently
scrapped in September 2022. This planned increase was removed
from base budgets, leaving a shortfall (£3.4m in 2023/24) to cover
the forecast pay award.

b. Demand / Complexity — this covers a range of directorate-specific
spending pressures. The four largest areas of cost pressures are:

Oracle costs (assumed £33m from 2023/24 to 2025/26);

Temporary Accommodation (assumed pressure of £8.6m in
2023/24, rising to £18.2m in 2024/25; based on the recent
proposal to June Cabinet to purchase additional temporary
accommodation which was approved);

Children & Families pressures (£6.7m in 2023/24 and £3.9m
in 2024/25), driven by demographic pressures requiring care
(particularly in Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children) and
home-to-school transport support, as well as an additional
liability relating to Birmingham’s Children’s Trust pension
liabilities for 2023/24 only (all of which will be further reviewed
at Quarter Two); and

Adult Social Care demand pressures (forecast £6.2m in
2023/24 and £8.9m in 2024/25) relating to increased numbers
seeking care and increased placement costs (i.e. additional
demand for more expensive residential care.

Corporately Managed Budgets — this includes a forecast reduction in borrowing
costs of £3.9m in 2023/24 and £2.3m in 2024/25, as delays in the capital
programme have led to lower than forecast loan debt (and therefore lower
Treasury costs).

Inflation

Other inflation — this line covers General Price inflation on premises, transport,
and supplies and services costs. The assumptions used in the 2023/24 Financial
Plan have been reviewed in light of the latest Bank of England Consumer Price
Index (CPI) forecasts from May 2023. The updated forecasts are based on the
following assumptions:
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5.6

5.7

5.8
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2023/24 2024/25 2025/26

Apr-Jun 8.2% 3.4% 1.1%
Jul-Sep 7.0% 2.9% 1.0%
Oct-Dec 5.1% 2.3% 1.0%
Jan-Mar 4.4% 1.5% 1.1%
Average CPI Inflation 6.2% 2.5% 1.1%
MTFP refresh assumptions used: 6.2% 2.5% 2.0%
Assumptions used in 2023/24 Financial Plan: 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Source for MTFP refresh assumptions: Bank of England CPI forecasts, May 2023

Note: for the 2025/26 financial year and future financial years, MTFP forecasts are assumed to be 2.0% - a
slight increase from Bank of England forecasts to ensure the MTFP is calculated on a prudent basis

As noted above, the increase in forecast inflation is due to the increase compared
to the 2023/24 Financial Plan, in which assumptions were made that Directorates
would not receive any inflationary uplift for premises, transport and supplies &
services costs and would need to manage pressures within existing budgets.

Contract inflation — this relates to areas of spend which are tied to specific
contracts, and so require specific inflation assumptions. The largest area of spend
— and therefore the largest impact on the MTFP — relates to Adult Social Care
(packages of care; estimated £18.6m increase in inflation forecasts in 2024/25)
and Children’s Social Care (third party payments to the Birmingham Children’s
Trust for care packages; estimated £7.3m increase in inflation forecasts in
2024/25). This is based on the following assumptions:

2023/24 2024/25 2025/26
Adult Social Care packages

Assumptions used in the 2023/24 Financial Plan: 7.5% 0.6% 0.0%
MTFP refresh assumptions used: 8.7% 6.5% 4.9%
Children's Social Care third party payments

Assumptions used in the 2023/24 Financial Plan: 7.4% 0.6% 0.0%
MTFP refresh assumptions used: 7.4% 6.5% 4.9%

Source for MTFP refresh assumptions: Analysis of future ASC care package costs as at end of May 2023

Note: for Children’s third-party payments, it is assumed that they will track ASC inflation movements in
2024/25 and 2025/26. The 2023/24 figures have not yet been updated and will form part of the next MTFP
Refresh paper to Cabinet in October

Pay inflation — at present, pay inflation budgets look broadly accurate. The
Financial Plan 2023/24 assumed 5.0% increase in 2023/24, 2.5% in 2024/25 and
in future years. Based on Bank of England forecasts, this update revises this
forecast to 2.0% from 2025/26 onwards.

Savings — progress against the savings agreed in the 2023/24 Financial Plan
has been reviewed. Based on the table below, it is estimated that a total of
£35.1m of savings are at high risk (i.e., assessed as unlikely to deliver). These
are described in paragraphs 5.10-5.11 (£33.2m of savings at risk within the
agreed corporate savings programme) and 5.12 (an additional £1.9m of savings
that had been incorrectly applied).
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510 From the agreed corporate savings programme, as laid out in the 2023/24
Financial Plan approved by Cabinet in February, the Financial Sustainability
Programme Board is currently forecasting that £33.2m of savings are at high risk
(i.e., assessed as unlikely to deliver) in 2023/24 with a further £21.1m unlikely to

be delivered in 2024/25:

Total Target
Delivered

(64,619)

(28,137)|

(19,544)

£000 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 Total % of Target
MTFP Target 23/24 to 25/26 (55,165) (28,137). (19,544) (102,846) 92%
Previous Undelivered Savings (9,454) (9,454) 8%

(112,300)

Low Risk (2,623), (1,116) (84) (3,823) 3%

e (28517)  (5.888) (360) (34,765 31%
High Risk (33,479). (21,133)] (19,100) (73,712) 66%
Potential Write-Off

Total Forecast (64,619) (28,137)] (19,544) (112,300) 100%

5.11  The following points should be noted about this savings forecast:

a. This assumes that, in addition to the £55.2m of budgeted savings in

the MTFP for 2023/24, there will be £9.5m of undelivered savings in
2022/23 that will need to be rolled forward for a total savings target
of £64.9m in 2023/24. This will need to be confirmed as part of the
outturn report for 2022/23 (and the number of undelivered savings
could rise or fall).

. The projects that are not expected to deliver target savings in

2022/23 include: Workforce savings (£2m); Traded Services (£1.6m);
Council Admin Buildings Premises (£1.3m); Automation (£0.85m);
Fieldworker / new ways of working (£0.8m); and Customer Services
(£0.4m).

. An initial high-level review of savings projects by the Financial

Sustainability Programme Board, as at mid-May, suggests that
approximately £33m (50%) of the total £64.9m required in 2023/24 is
currently at risk of slippage/non-delivery. Key projects currently at
high risk of slippage/non-delivery include: Children’s Trust Savings -
£6m; Reducing Bed and Breakfast spend - £5.5m; Commercial
Investment/Property - £4.7m; Workforce Savings - £4m; CAB
Premises — £3.7m; Traded Services - £3.1m; EIP/Localities Hub -
£2.5m; Automation - £1.850m; Centres of Excellence - £1.8m;
Customer Services - £0.990m; and Fieldworker - £0.8m

. Work is currently progressing to review the risk levels and options for

mitigation. Further information will be provided in subsequent reports
to Cabinet on the 2022/23 outturn and the Quarter Two MTFP
Refresh in October.

5.12 In addition to the savings above, this MTFP includes an additional £1.95m of
vacancy factor savings (i.e., holding staff positions vacant as people leave) that
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5.13

had been incorrectly applied to Children & Families and City Operations. These
had been applied on top of existing 3% savings across all Directorates.

Resources — this paper also considers a range of factors affecting future income.
These include:

a. Business rates — based on the draft 2022/23 outturn position for the
Collection Fund, it is forecast that there is a deficit in business rates
income of £27.8m due to a challenging economic environment for
businesses (resulting in lower than forecast collection rates), a delay in
enforcement activity (due to Oracle implementation issues) and an
increase in business rates appeals (as this is the last year of the six year
period in which businesses can query the latest set of rateable
valuations (i.e. tax due) which were carried out in 2017).

b. Under statutory guidance, the 2022/23 Collection Fund deficit will be
charged to the General Fund for the next financial year (i.e. in 2024/25).
However, this is offset by additional forecast income from business rates
of £13.8m in 2024/25 and in subsequent years. Business rates are
calculated by multiplying the rateable value of the property by the “non-
domestic multiplier” which is adjusted to reflect the Consumer Price
Index inflation figure for the September prior to the billing year. As Bank
of England forecasts for CPl are expected to be higher than the
forecasts used in the Financial Plan for 2023/24, this could result in
additional income for the Council in future years.

c. Council tax — as with Business Rates, there is projected to be a £2.0m
deficit for 2022/23 in Council Tax income due to a reduction in collection
rates. This will also be charged to the General Fund for 2024/25. 1t is
worth noting that collection rates across Council Tax and Business rates
fell in 2022/23, relative to 2021/22. For Council Tax, in year collection
fell from 92.9% to 90.2%; for Business Rates, in year collection fell from
95.8% t0 90.1%.

d. Grants — there are two main categories of grant: 1) those used to fund
wider Council services (e.g., Top Up Grant, Business-rates related
Section 31 grants); and 2) those ringfenced to fund specific services
(e.g., the Social Care Grant). At present, there is not sufficient
information from central government to update forecasts for grant
funding in 2024/25 and beyond. Further information is expected later in
the 2023/24 financial year.

e. Other income - this includes a range of pressures including a pressure
of £1.5m on parking income (due to reduced demand with the city) and
£1.5m on business waste collection income (again likely due to reduced
office usage across the city).

f. Reserves — at present, the only use of reserves assumed is to cover the
additional expenditure required to support the remediation of the Oracle
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5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.18

finance system. A further review of reserves will be provided to Cabinet
as part of the 2022/23 outturn report in the Autumn.

Additional risks — there are a range of other possible service pressures that are
being reviewed by officers. For the purposes of this paper, only pressures that
are 1) viewed as more than 50% likely to take place and 2) can be quantified are
included in this report. Others will be reviewed and may be quantified as part of
the Quarter Two refresh of the MTFP for Cabinet in October. This could include
the potential cost implications relating to the current Private Finance Initiative
(PF1) contract between the Council and Birmingham Highways Limited — a
procurement exercise for a new sub-contractor is currently ongoing, so it is not
possible to quantify any additional costs at this stage.

Equal Pay — further to the description in Section Four of this report, and for the
purposes of this paper, a high level estimate of the potential financing costs has
been made for information purposes. It is not yet included in the MTFP forecasts
in this paper, as the work to finalise the figures is ongoing.

Capital Programme

Size — a review of the Capital programme is needed in light of the current financial
situation with a view to add, reprioritise, accelerate, defer and descope the
programme. This will need to be looked at across all Directorates within scope of
the Capital Programme.

The current approved capital programme is for £1.6 billion of spending over this
MTFP period:

2023/24t0
2026/27 Adult Social " Council "
: . Management,
Directorate | £m| Children& Care, £53.2m_ £1§9,0m
Council Management £109.0m Families, \
City Operations £156.2m £113.4m_ — . -~
City Housing £864.1m — \
Place, Prosperity & Sustainability | £312.5m|
Children & Families £113.4m
ial 1 Place,
Adult Sacial Care £53.2m Prosperity &
Total £1,608.3m Sustainability,

£312.5nm

P

. Core City Comparison

| _4yr Programme| HRA| :
¢ City £m £m|
i Birmingham | 1,608| 821 i
¢ |Manchester 1,104 105/ :
i lLeeds . 1,978 520| i
i |Bristol _ 1,118 700, :
¢ [Liverpool j 345, 0:

The capital spend by Directorate includes:

a. City Housing includes £820m for the Housing Revenue Account: investment
in current housing stock as well as new social housing;

b. Council Management includes £54m transformation projects and £30m
Corporate Contingency over four years;
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5.19

5.20

6.1

6.2

6.3

c. The above figures do not include the proposed £400m investment in the
Council’'s Temporary Accommodation strategy, approved by Cabinet on 25
June; and

d. Place, Prosperity & Sustainability includes £52.9m Enterprise Zone funded
by borrowing to be repaid by the retention of future Enterprise Zone
business rates.

Corporate Reserves

At present, officers are reviewing corporate reserves to finalise the outturn
position for the 2022/23 financial year. These will need to be compared to the
MTFP budget gap included in this paper and additional costs as a result of
additional Equal Pay claims.

Using corporate reserves will, of course, significantly reduce the financial
resilience of the council against future pressures. Once reserves have been used,
they need to be rebuilt from existing budgets (i.e., through future savings that can
be contributed to reserves). Once reserves have been spent, they are no longer
available. That is why it is worth pursuing a savings programme first and retaining
reserves to enable the authority to have some protection against future budget
pressures. The method for pursuing these savings will be the Robust Budget
Savings & Recovery Plan — outlined in the next Section of this report.

Robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan

Background
The financial challenges being faced by the Council are of a sufficient size that

they require immediate and sustained action to control. There is no doubting the
scale of the financial challenge. There is a significant budgetary challenge arising,
which includes:

a. The sizeable MTFP budget gaps identified in Section Five of this report; and
b. Additional financing costs for any future Equal Pay costs.
The Robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan is made up of:

a. Mandatory spending controls — to enable the Authority to pause non-
essential spending and to enable time to tackle the budget gap; and

b. Detailed workstreams — including Oracle Remediation, MTFP and Budget,
and Workforce.

Mandatory Spending Controls

Based on the rationale in this report, Mandatory Spending Controls were
implemented on 5 July.
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6.4 Mandatory spending controls mean that:

a.

6.5 The

No new agreements or commitments for expenditure can be made,
without engagement with the three statutory officers.

Temporary measures will be brought in to ensure all new non-essential
expenditure will stop with immediate effect.

only allowable expenditure permitted under an emergency protocol

includes the following categories:

a
b.

o

> @

. Existing staff payroll and pension costs

Expenditure required through existing legal agreements and contracts
Expenditure on goods and services which have already been received

Expenditure required to deliver the council’'s provision of statutory
services

Urgent expenditure required to safeguard vulnerable citizens
Expenditure to address services which are under regulation
Expenditure funded through ring-fenced grants

Expenditure necessary to achieve value for money and / or mitigate
additional in year costs

Expenditure necessary to achieve value for money and / or mitigate
additional in year costs

i. Robust business case with short payback period required, i.e., less than

24 months;

i.  Value-for-Money Framework to be developed; and

iii. Business Cases to be reviewed by a group (to be established by Chief

Executive)

Robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan

6.6 Governance Arrangements — three governance forums will be used to
challenge spend within the Council:

a.

Director Delegations with Exceptional Spend Report — To review spend
against exceptional criteria and take delegated decisions against spend
thresholds. In discussion with relevant Portfolio Holder.

Finance Governance Board — To review spend above certain thresholds
based on exceptional criteria, utilising senior stakeholders to challenge
spend, and regularly review Director delegated decisions.

Star Chamber — To review and challenge all approved exceptional spend
(including papers and notes) and an assessment of exceptional rejected
spend.
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6.7 This will be implemented in line with a temporary scheme of delegation, aligned
to the Finance, Procurement and Contract Governance Rules in Part D of the
constitution:

Financial Approval
i Framework
Below £200k £200k up to £500k Above £500k
Director Delegations Above Director Delegation and below Key Key Decision H
Decision H

e . . o . e — e ——m e — e ———————————

Invest to Save
Undertake a Value for Money assessment, to assess opportunities which has VM as an exceptional criteria with a minimum ratio of spend to savings.

H Exceptional Spend Report with spending
H reviewed against exceptional criteria and
recorded, If criteria are met, spend approved
and signed by Director. This will be in
discussion with relevant Portfolio Holders.
Note: Initially all reports will go to Board for
review (minimum 1 month)

Finance Governance Board chaired by the
Leader with a panel of Members, including
1 month Independent Financial Advisor .
Review of all Exceptional Spend Paper, Cotines
challenging VM, Statutory Minimums, and
providing Member check and challenge.

Review and challenge of all approvals and rejections for exceptional spend (including papers and notes), and assessment of exceptional rejected spend. Led
by Portfolio Holder for Finance & Resources.

[ Star Chamber per Directorate ]

Notes: All forums will occur on a weekly basis to ensure spend is agile and
responses to Directorate needs. This will apply to all spend over £500 as a de-
minimus level. All spend must adhere to Council Procurement Governance. This
includes spend and call-offs from frameworks. This includes Capital and Ring-
Fenced Grant Spend. Consideration will be given to the volume of reports, needs
to split by General Fund and Housing Revenue Account spend, and the timeliness
of reporting and governance. This covers increase in spend and decrease in
income.

6.8 Work plan — this plan will inform the roadmap of activities that need to be
delivered over the next five years to achieve financial stability within the Council.

6.9 There are nine activities which form this plan, split into Strategic and Operational
Activities. The Strategic work streams are:

a. Organisational Spending Review — Review all spending for Value for
Money and Outcome Focus across all services and budgets, including
General Fund, Housing Revenue Account, Capital and external funding,
Companies, Traded Services (i.e. Schools);

b. Equal Pay Resolution — Roadmap of activities to understand and resolve
the Equal Pay challenges, including detailing the potential costs over the
next 5 years;

c. MTFP and Budget — Quantification and remediation of the budget gap,
revising the MTFP (next four financial years, Long-Term Financial Plan
(next ten financial years), and Budget setting process. This will include the
identification and delivery of savings, to be owned by the Corporate
Leadership Team and Cabinet; and
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6.10

6.11

6.12

7.2

d.

Workforce — Ensuring recruitment and retention is not at risk within the
workforce, and developing contingency, creating capacity and flexibility,
and exploring staff and people costs, including agency and interim costs.

The Operational work streams are:

a.

Mandatory Spend Controls — Implementation of mandatory spend
controls, as outlined above, and the delivery of in-year spending savings
through these controls, including Collection/Recovery of Income, balance
sheet controls and use of Minimum Revenue Provision;

Oracle Remediation — Activities to achieve Safe and Compliant,
Stabilisation, and Optimisation of the Oracle Fusion implementation;

Governance and Controls Framework — Review and remediation of
governance and key financial controls, including but not limited to Internal
Audit, Procurement, Value-for-money, Risk Management, Annual
Governance Statement;

. Closure of the Accounts — Activities to deliver accounts for the Council

across all financial years that remain open with External Auditors,
including any further investigations and assessments; and

Finance and Governance Capacity and Capability — Strengthened
finance and governance knowledge, capability and capacity to deliver the
planned improvements, including development of a Service Improvement
Programme.

Work is already underway against a number of these areas. Each of the nine
pillars above has a detailed plan of activities with responsible owners, risks,
timelines, and allocated resources against each step.

The Robust Budget Savings & Recovery Plan will be reported to, and monitored
by, the Finance Governance Board.

Next Steps

Significant work is required over the next few weeks to deliver on the proposed
Budget Savings & Recovery Plan. A further update will come to Cabinet in
October to update the MTFP position and assumptions over the medium term, in
advance of the formal budget-setting process for 2024/25.

The timetable for the 2024/25 budget-setting process is as follows:

Activities Date

Spending Controls implementation 5 July 2023
Implementation of Budget Savings & | 25 July 2023
Recovery Plan

Quarter Two Update on MTFP 10 October 2023
assumptions, budget position to

Cabinet
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10
10.1

Budget engagement on resource Mid October — December 2023
prioritisation

Scrutiny of budget development November/December 2023
proposals and Scrutiny review of
Budget Savings & Recovery Plan for
2024/25 budget

Provisional Local Government Mid December 2023 (TBC)
Settlement

Cabinet — setting of council tax and 16 January 2024
business rate tax base

Final Local Government Settlement January/February 2024 (TBC)

Cabinet consideration of the 2023/24 | 13 February 2024
budget and Financial Plan

Full Council approval of 2023/24 28 February 2024
budget and setting of Council tax

Next Steps

The Council believes that it is important that it engages with citizens and business
when planning activity and the financial implications of those plans. An
engagement plan is currently in development, focusing on gathering the views of
Council Tax and Business Rates payers to feed into the 2024/25 budget setting
process.

Risk Management

There remains significant uncertainty in respect of public spending levels and the
level of funding for local government and therefore the assumptions outlined in
this report will be subject to continual review over the coming months to ensure
that the Council’s short term and medium term financial stability can be protected
and critical services delivered.

Compliance Issues:

How are the recommended decisions consistent with the City Council’s
priorities, plans and strategies?

a. The Robust Budget Savings and Recovery Plan is an essential part of
the Medium Term financial planning process. This will be informed by
the priorities that led to its implementation, namely to provide a stable
footing for the future financial position of the Council. In doing so, the
Robust Budget Savings and Recovery Plan will seek to support the
delivery of the Council's priorities, as laid out in the Council Plan,
wherever possible within current and potential financial constraints. The
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10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

MTFP must remain focused on social justice, frontline services and the
needs of residents and communities of the city.

Legal Implications

a. A local authority is required under the Local Government Finance Act
1992 to produce a balanced budget.

Financial Implications

a. The detailed financial implications have been covered throughout the
report.

Procurement Implications (if required)

a. There are no procurement issues arising directly from the contents of
this report. Any procurement implications will be identified as specific
budgets are developed.

Human Resources Implications (if required)

a. There are no specific human resources implications arising from this
report. Any Human resource implication will be identified as specific
budgets are developed.

Public Sector Equality Duty

a. In compliance with the Council’s duties on equality, changes in the
budget that impact on the provision of services will need to be properly
assessed. An Equalities Impact Assessment will be undertaken on
proposals as they are developed where this is considered necessary to
do so.
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