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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee B 

Report of: Interim Assistant Director of Regulation 
& Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Tuesday 4th May 2021 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: Thornbridge Avenue Post Office, 87 – 89 
Thornbridge Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham, 
B42 2AB   

Ward affected: Perry Barr  

Contact Officer: 
 

Bhapinder Nandhra, Senior Licensing Officer,                          
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider representations that have been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption off the premises) to operate 
from 07:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday). 
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 07:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday). 
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application. 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 18th March 2021 in respect of Thornbridge 
Avenue Post Office, 87 – 89 Thornbridge Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham, B42 2AB. 
 

Representations have been received from other persons.  
 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s 
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:licensing@birmingham.gov.uk


2 

 

5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
Mohammed Kauser and Panvir Karam applied on 18th March 2021 for the grant of a Premises 
Licence for Thornbridge Avenue Post Office, 87 – 89 Thornbridge Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham, 
B42 2AB. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 – 4.  
 
The application is attached at Appendix 5. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with West Midlands Police and the applicant, which are attached at 
Appendix 6. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with Birmingham City Council Licensing Enforcement and the 
applicant, which are attached at Appendix 7. 
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 8.  
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham 
City Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State 
under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps 
as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copy of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 – 4  
Application Form, Appendix 5 
Conditions agreed with West Midlands Police, Appendix 6 
Conditions agreed with Birmingham City Council Licensing Enforcement, Appendix 7 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 8    
 
 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1  

 
From:   

Sent: 07 April 2021 16:49 

To: Licensing  

Subject: Objection to application number 118788 - 87 - 89 Thornbridge Avenue Great Barr B42 2AB 

 

Dear Sir  
 

I wish to object to this application to sell alcohol 7 am to 11 pm 7 days a week at these 

premises on the grounds that I feel that it will lead to crime and disorder due to anti 

social behaviour in a dimmed light area anyway. This would then lead to public safety 

concerns . The area is covered at the moment with the current opening times with the 

litter of empty cans and bottles thrown on the ground and the broken glass is a danger to 

children .. 
 

Regards  
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Appendix 2  
 

From:  
Sent: 08 April 2021 08:15 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Licensing Application 118788 
 
I respond to the proposed licensing application for: 
89 - 89 Thornbridge Avenue B42 2AB. 
 
As a resident living in close walking distance to Thornbridge Avenue Post Office. I strongly object to this 
application as the will in no doubt lead to increased crime and antisocial behaviour and littering in the area. 
As a resident of Castleton Road, I have also been a victim of a hit and run drunk driver at my address  in the 
past two years and believe the existing premises with licence to sell and serve alcohol was a contributing 
factor. To approve this licence would endanger public safety. 
 
Furthermore this premises in within close proximity to schools and would put the safety of children and the 
public at risk.  
 
On this basis I strongly object to this application being approved. 
 
Kind regards  
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Appendix 3 
From:  

Sent: 15 April 2021 20:09 

To: Licensing  

Subject: Re: Licensing Act 2003 (Grant) RE: Thornbridge Avenue Post Office; 87 - 89 Thornbridge Avenue, Great 

Barr, Birmingham, B42 2AB 

 

Objection to application number 118788 and the address 87-89 Thornbridge Avenue, B42 2AB. 

 

Dear Licencing, 

 

I have had a number of residents raise concerns with me about the negative impact this will have  

 

I am concerned that if the application is approved it will lead to an increase in anti-social behaviour, 

crime and disorder in the local area and increased risk to children given the close proximately of 

schools to the shop and an increase in street drinkers in the area. The site is also close to a local park 

which could become blighted by cans and broken bottles as well as street drinkers. 

 

This store is the local Post Office and so has significant numbers of users who are underage and as 

such will be subject to increased risk if this application is approved. 

 

Therefore I am very concerned that if approved this application will lead to an increased difficulty 

in preventing crime and disorder will lead to an increased risk to public safety, will cause increased 

public nuisance and will leave children to increases risk of harm. 

 

I would also flag the significant concerns raised in the comment sections of the petition I have 

submitted as well. 

 

Looking at the West Midlands Police Crime data for the area you can see that in this area and the 

surrounding roads there is real concern from local residents of crime and if this application was 

approved of the current level of crime increasing and spreading further. 

 

Over the 6 month period of most recent data, in Feb 2021 (the most recent data) there was 8 violent 

or sexual assaults, , 3 criminal damage or arson, 2 ASB and 1 public disorder offence. 

 

In Jan 2021 there was 7 violence and sexual offences, 2 ASB and 1 public disorder offence and 1 

vehicle crime. 

 

In Dec 2020 there was 13 violence and sexual offences, 1 ASB, 1 Public disorder, 1 vehicle damage 

and 1 criminal damage or arson. 

 

In Nov 2020 there was 3 violence and sexual offences and 1 Criminal damage or arson. In Oct 2020 

there was 8 violence and sexual offences, 2 ASB and 2 Criminal damage or arson. 

 

While in Sept 2020 there was 6 violence and sexual offences, 2 ASB and 1 public order offence.  

 

As various sources have highlighted approximately half of all violent crime is alcohol fuelled. 

Therefore if approved this licence would undoubtedly end up worsening the situation locally. 

 

While I feel the best chance of the Council meeting its licensing objectives is to reject this 

application outright, should the Council be planning to approve it I would ask that the following 

conditions are added to any approval:- 

 

 

 



6 

•  Hours for being able to serve alcohol reduced to 9pm each day (from 11pm). This would help 

prevent people stocking up on booze at closing time of the nearby pub. 

•  No alcohol to be served to customers who are believed to be street drinkers or are believed to 

consume alcohol within the vicinity of the premises and wider area 

•  No alcohol only sales  

•  Any street drinkers who congregate within the vicinity of the store will be moved on by staff, or 

if needed reported to West Midlands Police 

•  Sales of beers, lagers and ciders with an ABV percentage of above 6% is prohibited 

•  No more than 20% of the surface area of the public area of the premises will be used for the 

display of alcohol 

•  A refusals register will be kept on the premises 

•  Staff will be trained as to their obligations for the sale of alcohol and this will be refreshed on an 

annual basis or following any changes to the Licensing Act 2003. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

Oscott Ward Campaigner 
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Appendix 4 

 

 

Petition objecting to application by Thornbridge Avenue Post Office 

to sell alcohol 7am-11pm Mon-Sun 
 

We the undersigned are concerned that if the application is approved it will lead to 
an increase in anti social behaviour, crime and disorder in the local area and 
increased risk to children given the close proximately of schools to the shop and an 
increase in street drinkers in the area. 
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Appendix 5 
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Appendix 6 
From: bw licensing  
Sent: 23 March 2021 10:15 
To: Licensing   
Cc: 'Carl Moore'   
Subject: RE: [External]: GRANT-THORNBRIDGE AVENUE POST OFFICE, 87-89 THORNBRIDGE AVENUE, GREAT 
BARR, B42 2AB 
 

Good morning licensing, 

 

With regards to the application to grant Thornbridge avenue post office a Premise License. 

 

West Midlands Police have reviewed this application and are happy that if the below conditions are added to 

the licence, together with the operating conditions already offered by the applicant the licensing objectives 

will be met and promoted.  

 

The below conditions have been discussed with the agent on behalf of the applicant and agreed (as per below 

email chain) who is copied into this email also. 

 

• CCTV in any event the hard disk storage device is replaced, the old hard disk drive will be 

kept for 28days on site. 

• CCTV a competent member of staff trained in using the CCTV will always be available at the 

premise. 

• Licensing training refreshed every 6months for non-personal license holders and 12months for 

Personal license holders. 

 

If the above conditions are imposed onto the licence, then West Midlands Police have no objection to this 

licence application. 

 

Huram Taj 
Licensing Department 
Birmingham Partnerships Team:Lloyd House Birmingham: West Midlands Police 
 

From: Carl Moore  
Sent: 23 March 2021 10:11 
To: bw licensing 
Subject: RE: [External]: GRANT-THORNBRIDGE AVENUE POST OFFICE, 87-89 THORNBRIDGE 
AVENUE, GREAT BARR, B42 2AB 
 

Good Morning Huram,  

 

I have spoken to my clients in relation to the proposed conditions below. They agree for then to be included 

on the Premises License.  

• CCTV in any event the hard disk storage device is replaced, the old hard disk drive will be kept for 

28days on site. 

• CCTV a competent member of staff trained in using the CCTV will always be available at the 

premise. 

• Licensing training refreshed every 6months for non-personal license holders and 12months for 

Personal license holders. 

Regards  

 

Carl  
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Appendix 7  

 
From: Carl Moore   

Sent: 24 March 2021 23:46 

To: Christina McCullough   

Subject: Re: Application for grant - Thornbridge Avenue Post Office, 81-89 Thornbridge Ave, Great Barr - 

Conditions agreed 

 

Dear Christina,  

 

I have liaised with my clients and they agree to the below proposed revised conditions being placed on the 

Premises License.  

 

Regards  

 

Carl  

On 24/03/2021 18:50 Christina McCullough wrote:  

 

 

Dear Carl, 

I am in receipt of the application submitted in respect of the above premises. 

You will appreciate it is important that any conditions attached to a premises licence are clear, 
precise and enforceable in order to effectively promote the four licensing objectives. 

In considering the application submitted and the measures outlined in the operating schedule the 
Licensing Enforcement Team has applied the tests of necessity and reasonableness in order to 
promote the four licensing objectives and I have therefore attached a list of conditions which the 
Licensing Enforcement Team will require you to accept as conditions which will be applied to the 
licence.  

As you will see the conditions generally relate to measures already offered in the application but 
they have been worded in a manner which makes them more meaningful and enforceable.  

CONDITION PROPOSED ON APPLICATION PROPOSED REVISED  

The Designated Premises Supervisor or 
another qualified person will train any staff at 
the premises on the basic laws of selling 
alcohol and on compliance with the conditions 
on the premises license with particular focus on 
the prevention of 

underage sales of alcohol 

A log of the training will be maintained and the 
training log can be inspected by any 
responsible authority upon request. 

All staff, who are not personal licence holders, working at 
the premises involved in the sale of age restricted 
products including alcohol will receive ongoing training 
and will be refreshed every 6 months. Training must 
include Challenge 25 policy, the conditions attached to the 
premises licence and the four licensing objectives. This 
will be recorded in a staff training register that must be 
signed by both the person providing the training and the 
trainee. The training records must be made available to 
authorised officers of responsible authorities immediately 
upon request. Records shall be kept at the premises.  

The applicant will be erecting prominent, clear 
and legible signage inside & outside the 
premises stating the following: 

a) Requesting patrons to be considerate of 
local residents when leaving the premises 

b) Advising patrons to refrain from drinking 
alcohol in public areas. 

c) Advising patrons to dispose of any litter in 
litter bins provided. 

Prominent, clear and legible signage displayed both inside 
& outside the premises stating the following: 

a) Requesting patrons to be considerate of local residents 
when leaving the premises 

b) Advising patrons to refrain from drinking alcohol in 
public areas. 

c) Advising patrons to dispose of any litter in litter bins 
provided. 

A refusals register will be maintained at the All refusals will be recorded in a refusals log. The refusals 



32 

premises at all times. This register will be made 
available to any responsible 

authority on request. 

* The applicant will be making use of an EPOS 
till system to record any refusals. This record 
can be accessed, and be made 

available for responsible authorities. 

log must be available for inspection by any of the 
regulatory authorities immediately upon request. If the 
refusals log is manually recorded it must be signed by the 
DPS fortnightly. 

The premises will adopt the 'challenge 25' or 
similar policy as proof of age scheme to be in 
operation during licensed hours 

The premises will operate a “challenge 25” policy. Notices 
will be prominently displayed at the point of sale and 
throughout the premises. People who appear to be under 
the age of 25 (or older if the licence holder so elects) will 
be asked for Photographic ID. 

Subject to your confirmation in writing that you agree to accept the attached conditions there will be no need 
for the Licensing Enforcement Team to make a representation regarding the application submitted.  

If you wish to discuss the matter please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Christina McCullough 

Licensing Enforcement Officer 
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Appendix 8  
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