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      BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Acting Director of Regulation & 
Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 21st January 2019 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: The River, 30 – 34 River Street, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 5SA 

Ward affected: Bordesley & Highgate  

Contact Officer: 
 

Bhapinder Nandhra, Senior Licensing Officer,                         
0121 303 9896, licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider a representation that has been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption on the premises) to operate 
from 10:00am until 12:00midnight (Sunday to Wednesday) and 10:00am until 01:00am (Thursday 
to Saturday).  
 
The provision of Regulated Entertainment consisting of plays, films, indoor sporting events, boxing 
or wrestling, live music, recorded music, performances of dance and anything of a similar 
description, to operate indoors only, from 10:00am until 12:00midnight (Sunday to Wednesday) 
and 10:00am until 01:00am (Thursday to Saturday). 
 
To permit the provision of Late Night Refreshment, to operate indoors only, from 11:00pm until 
12:00midnight (Sunday to Wednesday) and 11:00pm until 01:00am (Thursday to Saturday).  
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 08:00am until 12:30am (Sunday to Wednesday) and 
08:00am until 01:30am (Thursday to Saturday). 
 
Other dates and times as specified in the application form.  
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representation that has been made and to determine the application. 
 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 28th November 2018, in respect of The 
River, 30 – 34 River Street, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 5SA. 

 

A representation has been received from Environmental Health as a responsible authority.  
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4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s 
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
 
 

 

5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
HS2K Ltd applied on 28th November 2018 for the grant of a Premises Licence for The River, 30 – 
34 River Street, Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 5SA. 

 
A representation has been received from Environmental Health, as a responsible authority. See 
Appendix 1.  
 
The application is attached at Appendix 2. 
 
Conditions have been agreed with West Midlands Police and the applicant, which are attached at 
Appendix 3.  
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 4. 
 
It should be noted that there is a special policy in force for the Digbeth area. The effect of a 
special policy is to create a rebuttable presumption that applications for new licences or material 
variations to existing licences will normally be refused unless it can be shown that the premises 
concerned will not add to the cumulative impact on the licensing objectives being experienced. 
 
The Council will expect the applicant to demonstrate the steps it will take to promote the licensing 
objectives. Where relevant representations are made, the Council will consider the application on 
its individual merits and decide whether to apply the special policy. 
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham 
City Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State 
under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps 
as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copy of the representation as detailed in Appendix 1 
Application Form, Appendix 2 
Conditions agreed with West Midlands Police, Appendix 3 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 4      
 
 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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