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BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC REPORT 

 

Report to: Licensing Sub Committee A 

Report of: Director of Regulation & Enforcement 

Date of Meeting: Monday 25th September 2023 
Subject: 
 

Licensing Act 2003 
Premises Licence – Grant 

Premises: Asda Express, 573 Pershore Road, Harborne, 
Birmingham, B29 7DF   

Ward affected: Bournbrook and Selly Park  

Contact Officer: 
 

Bhapinder Nandhra, Senior Licensing Officer,                          
licensing@birmingham.gov.uk 

 

1. Purpose of report:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made in respect of an application for a Premises 
Licence which seeks to permit the Sale of Alcohol (for consumption off the premises) to operate 
from 06:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday).  
 
Premises to remain open to the public from 06:00am until 11:00pm (Monday to Sunday).  
 

 

2. Recommendation:  

 
To consider the representations that have been made and to determine the application, having 
regard to: 

• The submissions made by all parties 
• The Statement of Licensing Policy 

• The Public Sector Equality Duty 
• The s182 Guidance  

 

 

3. Brief Summary of Report:  

 
An application for a Premises Licence was received on 1st August 2023 in respect of Asda Express, 
573 Pershore Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B29 7DF. 
 

Representations have been received from other persons.  
 

 

4. Compliance Issues:  

4.1 Consistency with relevant Council Policies, Plans or Strategies: 

 
The report complies with the City Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy and the Council’s 
Corporate Plan to improve the standard of all licensed persons, premises and vehicles in the City. 
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5. Relevant background/chronology of key events:  

 
Asda Stores Limited applied on 1st August 2023 for the grant of a Premises Licence for Asda 
Express, 573 Pershore Road, Harborne, Birmingham, B29 7DF. 
 
Representations have been received from other persons, which are attached at Appendices 1 – 10. 
 
The application is attached at Appendix 11. 
 
Site Location Plans at Appendix 12.  
 
When carrying out its licensing functions, a licensing authority must have regard to Birmingham 
City Council's Statement of Licensing Policy and the Guidance issued by the Secretary of State 
under s182 of the Licensing Act 2003. The Licensing Authority is also required to take such steps 
as it considers appropriate for the promotion of the licensing objectives, which are:- 
 

a. The prevention of crime and disorder;  
b. Public safety;  
c. The prevention of public nuisance; and  
d. The protection of children from harm. 

 

 

6.   List of background documents:  

 
Copies of the representations as detailed in Appendices 1 – 10  
Application Form, Appendix 11 
Site Location Plans, Appendix 12  
 
 

7.   Options available 
 

To Grant the licence in accordance with the application. 
To Reject the application. 
To Grant the licence subject to conditions modified to such an extent as considered appropriate. 
Exclude from the licence any of the licensable activities to which the application relates. 
Refuse to specify a person in the licence as the premises supervisor. 
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Appendix 1 

 
 

From:  
Sent: 06 August 2023 22:10 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Application for Premises licence, Asda express 573 Pershore Road. 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
I am writing to express my strong objection to the granting of a licence for this premises to sell alcohol.  
This is a mostly residential area with many young families and elderly people, with business and 
commercial activity in the area pretty exclusively based around health. We already have issues with open 
drug dealing on Sir John's Road adjacent to the existing 24 hour garage and this licence and development as 
a whole will surely only exacerbate that situation as well as creating additional problems around anti-social 
behaviour late at night. In addition, there are some houses of multiple occupation in the area of which 
many of the residents have substance abuse issues, including alcohol and drugs.   
 
Existing residents are already very well served for convenience stores and indeed late night alcohol 
purchase should they wish to do so, via the existing 2 convenience stores located less than 100 yards from 
this development.  
 
However, the reality is that very few if any local residents use the existing facilities after 9pm, and they are 
used almost exclusively by either non-residents who are visiting the area purely to undertake criminal 
activity mainly around drug use or supply, or the hmo residents who are often transient and indeed often 
cause problems for longer term residents. Adding an alcohol licence to a 24 hour store is only going to 
increase the opportunity for such activity and will severely reduce the quality of life of local residents. 
Moreover, if this licence is granted, aside from the inevitable increase in criminal activity, residents will be 
impacted by noise and light pollution and entirely unnecessarily so, as there is no demand or requirement 
for such facility amongst residents. 
 
The final point worth consideration is that in these times of financial stress, it would be particularly 
detrimental to the financial position of the most vulnerable in the area to have yet another convenience 
store, particularly one with an alcohol licence. Convenience store pricing being higher than supermarket 
pricing can cause unnecessary additional cost to families. Adding an alcohol licence exacerbates this further 
by making it easier for those with alcohol abuse problems to have access to alcohol.  
 
I would strongly urge you to refuse this application and register my objection to it in the strongest possible 
terms. 
 
 
Yours,  
 
         Sir John's Road  
B29  
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Appendix 2 
 

From:  
Sent: 21 August 2023 13:24 
To: Licensing   
Cc:  
Subject: Objection Asda Express 573 Pershore Road Selly Park Birmingham B297DF 
 
Dear licensing department 
 
I would like to object to the Licensing application (Licensing Act 2003 application for a premises licence) for 
Asda Express 573 Pershore Road Selly Park Birmingham B297DF. 
 
I am the Chair of the Selly Park Residents Community and although we have not had a scheduled meeting 
where we can discuss this I am sure there would be more objections were this brought to the attention of 
the committee. 
 
The objections are as follows: 
1. There are already 4 places in the area that sell alcohol - Marks and Spencer (at Petrol station) and a Nisa 
are a few hundred yards up the road and both are open 6am till 10pm. About 50 yards up from the site is 
the SLS mini mart and they are open 8am till 11pm. About 100 yards up the road is the Londis (at the petrol 
station)  which is open 24 hours a day. This is in direct competition with the Londis. 
 
2.  The area is populated with lots of HMOs and this has created issues with shoplifting in the area so much 
so that the M&S has 2 security guards now in the shop at all times. They have blamed the type of people in 
the HMOs on the Pershore Road. 
 
3. We already get disturbances from residents going to the petrol station through the night and the 
associated noise at all hours disturbing residents. More drunken or disorderly conduct will mean more 
nuisance for residents and more police interventions. 
 
4.  Litter is already an issue with the Costa on the same site. So much so that the residents committee Selly 
Park Property Owners Association had to make representations to Calthorpe estates and Calthorpe estates 
now have to do a regular litter pick. This facility with off site consumption would add to this. 
 
5.  The increased traffic on a nighttime would be a problem for residents living opposite and next to the site 
as well as general increased road noise. 
 
6.  This is a residential area and a conservation area in the main. 
 
7.  The increased opportunity for alcohol sales could be problematic for the drug addicts and alcoholics who 
live in the numerous supported HMOs close by. 
 
8.  The proximity to the park could mean an increase in alcohol consumption within the park. This will 
impact on noise levels for residents whose properties are adjacent, increased litter in the park and will 
increase the nuisance behaviour. 
 
Many thanks 
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Appendix 3  
 

From:  
Sent: 21 August 2023 17:34 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Licensing Act 2003 re Asda 573 Pershore Road Selly Park 
 
 
 
II am writing on behalf of Selly Park Property Owners Association (SPPOA) to object to the licensing of the 
proposed ASDA shop for the sale of alcohol between 06.00 - 23.00 for 7 days a week at 573 Pershore Road. 
This build will boarder on Selly Park Conservation Area which is Preserved as a residential area of character. 
It boarders with the Pershore Rd which presents problems for residents regarding the large number of 
HMOs and Except Housing with occupants creating anti- social behave as a result of alcohol and drugs. 
Within 100yards there is a pub a Texaco petrol station and a convenience store all selling alcohol. Within 
300 yards there is an  NISA store and M&S store both selling alcohol. The M&S at the BP station have 
recently introduced security guards on the doors because of theft and anti social behaviour. The local Police 
Community Officer would confirm this. 
 
Increased litter, noise and traffic already presents problems for both residential areas either side of the 
Pershore Road. 
 
We would request that you take notice of this objection in light of the increase of crime and anti-social 
behaviour not unrelated to the consumption of alcohol within this residential area. 
 
Thank You 
 
 
Chair SPPOA committee 
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Appendix 4  
 

From:  

Sent: 22 August 2023 15:47 

To: Licensing   

Subject: Application for Premises Licence, Asda Express, 573 Pershore Road 

 

Dear Sirs, 
 

I write to strongly object to the granting of a Premises Licence for 573 Pershore Road, B29 7DF.  

 

My reasons are as follows: 

• We are a residential area - many houses with young families or elderly people - and are already 
well catered for in terms of late opening convenience stores. There is no demand from residents for 
this development. 

• In our own road, there is frequent and blatant drug dealing outside the 24 hour petrol station. Any 
further development and licence will only serve to exacerbate this criminal activity, and encourage 
antisocial behaviour. 

• There are many HMOs in the area - some, like the one next door to us - housing 'vulnerable' people 
with substance and alcohol abuse problems. Again, permitting this licence would only add to the 
existing problems we already have. 

• In addition to the increase in criminal activity, residents will be subjected to general noise 

and light pollution late at night were the application to be granted. 

• Were this development to go ahead, it would be detrimental to the existing convenience 

store on the corner of Sir John's Road. 

For these reasons, I would be most grateful were you to refuse this application. 
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

           Sir John's Road  

B29  
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Appendix 5  
 

From:  
Sent: 22 August 2023 20:40 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Asda Pershore Rd  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
please accept this email as an objection to the request for an alcohol license from the Asda Selly Park 
Pershore Road. 
 
The Pershore Road is a corridor of supported HMOs housing many people with serious addiction problems. 
To allow this license and its attendant supply of cheap alcohol would be unhelpful in the extreme and 
increase the problems we already experience. The sale of alcohol from this establishment with its proximity 
to Cannon Hill Park would also bring an increase of nuisance behaviour for residents whose homes are near 
by. 
 
I could go on but suffice to say I object in the strongest terms to this request. 
Yours sincerely 
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Appendix 6 
 
From:   
Sent: 23 August 2023 14:27 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Proposed asda store opposite costa coffee on Pershore Roed 
 
 
I wish to lodge an objection to this proposal for the following reasons: 
 
Within a few hundred metres there are already two petrol stations with convenience stores plus two other 
convenience stores. Not only is a further store unnecessary, but it would have a detrimental Impact on the 
income of the existing ones. 
 
More worrying for Selly Park residents would be the introduction of yet another licensed outlet selling 
alcohol which would have an adverse effect on the neighbourhood. 
 
          Selly Wick Road  
B29  
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Appendix 7  
 

From:  
Sent: 24 August 2023 10:49 
To: Licensing   
Subject: Objection to proposed licence of ASDA store, Pershore Road, Birmingham B29 
 
 
I wish to object the application for the proposed ASDA store on Pershore Road, Birmingham 29, to sell 
alcohol. There are already enough places selling alcohol in the vicinity, and there is a problem of anti-social 
behahiour from residents of HMOs along Pershore Road. 
 
 
 
 
          Selly Park Road 
Birmingham B29  
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Appendix 8 

 

From:  

Sent: 24 August 2023 15:31 

To: Licensing <licensing@birmingham.gov.uk> 

Cc:  

Subject: Proposed ASDA store as per below 

 

Dear Sirs 

 
The Selly Pak Property Owners Association has submitted the following objection to the proposed ASDA 

store. 
 

As a long time home owner, resident and rate payer in Selly Park I would like to support the objections to 
the proposed ASDA store as per the reasons given below. I am in total agreement with them. 

 

There is no benefit to the local communities in Selly Park in having a plethora of alcohol outlets but rather it 
is more likely to encourage disruptive behaviours from the short term rental tenants in the area 

 

SPPOA has objected to the proposed ASDA store on the land opposite Costa Coffee on the Pershore Rd 

obtaining a 06am-23.00 hours 7 days a week licence to sell alcohol on the basis this is an area already with 

several outlets selling alcohol. Pub, petrol station and convenience store all within 100yds of this site. There is a 

problem with anti- social behaviour mainly from residents in the HMOs and Exempt Housing along the 

Pershore Rd and in the proximity of the conservation area. This is an unnecessary new outlet for alcohol sales  

If you agree with us please object to  

I would hope the Committee will agree 

Yours 
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Appendix 9  
 

From:  

Sent: 26 August 2023 18:57 

To: Licensing  

Subject: Objection to proposed ASDA store on Pershore Rd 

 

Dear Sir/Madam: 
 
 

I am writing to express my objection to the proposed ASDA store on the land opposite 
Costa Coffee on the Pershore Rd obtaining a 06am-23.00 hours 7 days a week licence to 
sell alcohol on the basis this is an area already with several outlets selling alcohol. Pub, 
petrol station and convenience store all within 100yds of this site. There is a problem with 
anti-social behaviour mainly from residents in the HMOs and Exempt Housing along the 
Pershore Rd and in the proximity of the conservation area. This is an unnecessary new 
outlet for alcohol sales. Furthermore, a new supermarket is likely to have major effects on 
the road traffic on Pershore Road. 
 
 

Please kindly consider my request to help preserve the tranquility of this area. 
 
 

Yours faithfully  
 



12 

 

Appendix 10  
 

From:  

Sent: 29 August 2023 19:11 

To: Licensing  

Subject: Asda store by Costa Coffee on Pershore Road 

 

I write regarding the application for a licence to sell alcohol 
 

I object to it on the basis that there are plenty of such outlets in the area (e.g Aldi, KSG petrol 

station, M&S/BP petrol station and Nisa convenience store) so an additional outlet selling each day 

from 6am to 11pm is unnecessary. 

 

The area is seeing an increase in anti-social behaviour and another alcohol outlet will not help. It 

may be over simplistic to lay this at the increased exempt supported housing/HMOs on the Pershore 

Road but I think it is a fair assessment: 

• By my own observations I am convinced that drug dealing is taking place in Kensington 

Road and on one occasion late at night it was most certainly to a man from a supported 

housing house on the Pershore Roda as I watched him stagger up Kensington Rd dressed in 

nothing more than a pair of shorts- no shoes! This is not normal behaviour. 

• 10 days ago on a Sunday afternoon in Nisa store a female was hassling a male customer to 

give her money to buy alcohol saying that if she didn't take alcohol back to her house she 

would get beaten up. The customer refused so she threw 2p down on the counter and left the 

shop before the shop assistant could stop her. As I left a few minutes later she was standing 

on the pavement consuming the stolen can. 

• I cannot verify this but I am told that the reason that M&S/BP have been having two 

security guards on their small store at the petrol station is to stop repeats of "attacks" by 

groups of people from the locality thieving from the store 

Please help to make it harder for people to purchase alcohol in the area by refusing this license 

 

Yours faithfully 
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Appendix 11 
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Appendix 12  
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